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Biden orders virus origin inquiry
Worldwide pressure
mounts for China to
be more transparent
ASSOCIATED PRESS
AND LOS ANGELES TIMES

WASHINGTON — President Joe
Biden on Wednesday ordered U.S.
intelligence officials to “redouble”
their efforts to investigate the origins of the COVID-19 pandemic,
including any possibility the trail
might lead to a Chinese laboratory.

After months of minimizing
that possibility as a fringe theory, the Biden administration is
joining worldwide pressure for
China to be more open about the
outbreak, aiming to head off GOP
complaints the president has not
been tough enough as well as to
use the opportunity to press China
on alleged obstruction.
Biden asked U.S. intelligence
agencies to report back within 90
days. He directed U.S. national laboratories to assist with the investigation and the intelligence com-

munity to prepare a list of specific
queries for the Chinese government. He called on China to cooperate with international probes into
the origins of the pandemic.
Republicans, including former
President Donald Trump, have
promoted the theory that the
virus emerged from a laboratory
accident rather than naturally
through human contact with an
infected animal in Wuhan, China.
Biden in a statement said the
majority of the intelligence community had “coalesced” around

those two scenarios but “do not
believe there is sufficient information to assess one to be more
likely than the other.” He revealed
that two agencies lean toward the
animal link and “one leans more
toward” the lab theory, “each with
low or moderate confidence.”
“The United States will also
keep working with like-minded
partners around the world to
press China to participate in a
full, transparent, evidence-based
international investigation and to
provide access to all relevant data

and evidence,” said Biden.
His statement came after weeks
of the administration endeavoring
to avoid public discussion of the
lab leak theory and privately suggesting it was far-fetched.
In another sign of shifting attitudes, the Senate approved two
Wuhan lab-related amendments
without opposition, attaching
them to a largely unrelated bill to
increase U.S. investments in innovation.
Please see ORIGIN, Page A7

Legislators
seek more
answers on
vaccine calls
Sens. say response
from state insufficient
SAM NELSON

Bismarck Tribune

ties “were going through hallways saying, ‘Sheriff ’s office!’ He
knew at that time that his time
for firing shots was over.”
A man who was wounded was
in critical condition at Santa
Clara Valley Medical Center,
spokesperson Joy Alexiou said.

Two state lawmakers who
asked the Health Department to
end calls to people who haven’t
been vaccinated for COVID-19
over privacy concerns aren’t
fully satisfied with the response
they received.
Sens. Jessica Bell, R-Beulah, and Nicole
Poolman, R-Bismarck, sent a
letter to State
Health Officer
Dr. Nizar Wehbi
on Tuesday asking a handful of
questions about
Bell
outreach calls to
mostly unvaccinated residents,
including how
the state gets the
information it
uses to make the
calls and how
patient privacy is
protected. They
Poolman
also asked that
the calls end until
their questions
were answered.
Wehbi
responded to the
lawmakers that
evening, saying
in a letter that
immunization
Wehbi
reminders are
routine, and that callers are
state-employed and trained on
federal privacy law.
Bell and Poolman issued a response to Wehbi on Wednesday
saying they feel some things are
still unanswered. They want to
know where the information to
call unvaccinated residents came
from and they want the outreach
calls regarding COVID-19 vaccine to end permanently.
“We believe this is a really
sensitive topic,” Poolman told
the Tribune.
Health Department spokesman Paul Teeple told the Tribune
on Wednesday that “The current
round of calls has ended,” and the
department is evaluating the
program’s effectiveness. He did
not say whether the calls might
continue in the future.
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Jim Nelson, left, of Bismarck, speaks about his exposure to asbestos while serving in the U.S. Navy during the Vietnam War at a press conference
on asbestos screening in Bismarck on Wednesday afternoon. Nelson is the legislative director of the North Dakota Veterans Legislative Council. In
back is North Dakota AFL-CIO President Landis Larson.

Critics of new ND law: Get
asbestos health screening
Legislation making
lawsuits harder will
take effect in August

to asbestos to get screened before
a new law takes effect that will
make it more difficult to sue.
Backers of the law, which will
bar people from suing over asbestos exposure unless they’ve
JAMES MACPHERSON
already been sickened by it,
Associated Press
say its intent is largely to guard
Labor unions and veterans against fraudulent claims.
Gov. Doug Burgum signed the
groups are urging North Dakotans who may have been exposed Republican-sponsored House

Bill 1207 into law last month after
it sailed through the Legislature
along mostly party-line votes in
the House and Senate. It takes
effect Aug. 1.
Landis Larson, president of
the North Dakota AFL-CIO,
said the new law adds “arbitrary
roadblocks in the way of asbestos disease victims.” His organization and veterans groups are

hoping to get as many people
screened as possible “so they will
be grandfathered under the old
law. It will be almost impossible
to get any kind of relief after this
new law comes in.”
Asbestos is a building material
linked with deadly mesothelioma cancer and other health
Please see ASBESTOS, Page A7

Employee kills eight at Calif. rail yard
JOCELYN GECKER

Associated Press

SAN JOSE, Calif. — An employee opened fire Wednesday at
a California rail yard, killing eight
people before taking his own life
as law enforcement rushed in,
authorities said, marking the latest attack in a year that has seen
a sharp increase in mass killings

as the nation emerges from coronavirus restrictions.
The shooting took place about
6:30 a.m. in two buildings that
are part of a light rail facility for
the Valley Transportation Authority, which provides bus, light
rail and other transit services
throughout Santa Clara County,
the most populated county in the

San Francisco Bay Area. The facility in San Jose includes a transit-control center, parking for
trains and a maintenance yard.
“When our deputies went
through the door, initially he
was still firing rounds. When our
deputy saw him, he took his life,”
Santa Clara County Sheriff Laurie Smith told reporters. Depu-
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