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 JERSEY CITY, N.J. — President Don-
ald Trump on Sunday sco� ed at “po-
litically motivated ingrates” who had 
questioned his administration’s com-
mitment to rebuilding Puerto Rico after 
a pulverizing hurricane and said the fed-
eral government had done “a great job 
with the almost impossible situation.”

Trump’s latest tweets sought to 
defend Washington’s attentiveness 
to recovery e� orts on a U.S. territory 
in dire straits almost two weeks after 
Hurricane Maria struck. The presi-
dent spent Saturday ensconced in his 
New Jersey golf club and on Sunday 
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 The aviation technology in-
structor for Bismarck Public 
Schools is showing students it’s 
possible to get their pilot’s wings.

Brad Stangeland teaches Avi-
ation I and II courses at the BPS 
Career and Technical Education 
Center, which o� ers courses to 
high school students to help them 
jump-start their careers in areas 
such as welding, auto collision, 
health professions and STEM 
fi elds.

Last school year, Stangeland 
met then-Bismarck High School 
sophomore Nevin Fetzer, who 
took both of Stangeland’s aviation 
classes. Over the summer, Stan-

geland trained Fetzer to help him 
earn his private pilot’s license.

Earlier this month, the fl ight 
training paid o� : Fetzer has be-
come Stangeland’s fi rst high 
school student that’s gone through 
the Career Academy’s aviation 
program and gotten a private pi-
lot’s license.

Fetzer, now a junior, said it was 
no small feat. The pair logged more 
than 40 hours of fl ying together, as 
well as on-the-ground instruction 
and solo fl ying time. Now, Stange-
land aims to expand the program 
and help more students get their 
pilot’s licenses. In fact, he’s al-
ready got three students lined up.

“Once Nevin got his license, 
they saw that it actually can hap-

pen,” said Stangeland, a third-
year teacher. “That was my goal: 
to start making pilots.”

Flight training can cost thou-
sands of dollars. To make fl ight 
training more accessible, Stange-
land said he hopes in the future to 
fi nd scholarships or other ways to 
make it a minimal cost to students.

Fetzer has also started the Bis-
marck Career Academy Flight 
Club, which o� ers students the 
ability to get their sport pilot li-
cense for free. He set up a tier of 
achievement systems in the club, 
where students can earn rewards.

Stangeland has a RV-12 airplane 
in the back of his classroom that 
students are helping to build, and 
Fetzer says, if they help build it, 

they have the option to get their 
sport pilot license, worth about 
$5,000.

The club is open to all BPS 
high school students, and even 
eighth-graders, said Fetzer, who 
is current president of the club.

From July to early September, 
Fetzer and Stangeland, his certi-
fi ed fl ight instructor, fl ew a Piper 
Cherokee 140 airplane — an older 
aircraft they purposefully chose 
so he could learn how to fl y with 
old-school steam gauges rather 
than a glass cockpit. They rented 
the plane from First Class Aviation 
in Jamestown and stored it at Clear 
Skies Aviation in Mandan.

Bismarck teacher helping 
students earn their wings
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Nevin Fetzer, center, a junior at Bismarck High School, recently passed the test for a private pilot’s license at the Fargo Jet Center. Fetzer is shown in 
a work area with others in the Bismarck Public Schools Career Academy fl ight program, where they are building a RV-12 airplane they expect to be 
fi nished this year.
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 Hobbes, the Eastgate family’s 
pet schnauzer, used to lay on the 
bottom step of their home. Even 
after he died, Bob Eastgate, still 
found himself watching that step 
on the stairs so as not to trample 
the dog.

“They’re just always there,” Bob 
Eastgate said of pets and how hard 
it often is to get used to the fact 
that they’re gone.

For some people, their pets are 
their families, and, with that in 
mind, Bob Eastgate, the owner 
and operator of Eastgate Funeral 
& Cremation Services, wanted to 
give residents a place to grieve, 
memorialize and lay their pets to 
rest.

That’s when Bob Eastgate 
started Summerfi eld Pet Memorial 
Park, bringing his expertise in the 
grief and funeral industry to local 

pet owners.
Located on six acres of the Fair-

view Cemetery property, there is 
a family of deer that live in the 
colorful fall trees at Summer-
fi eld, named after Bob Eastgate’s 
pet-loving father, and a pond with 
turtles and Hay Creek running 
near by.

Bob Eastgate worked on the 
property all summer, clearing 
downed trees and landscaping an 
acre’s worth of plots for pet own-
ers. He said the property has been 
surveyed, laid out like a paw print, 
and those who purchase lots will 
receive a deed for their pet’s burial 
area. There are 1,300 lots on the 
one acre with the option for own-
ers to bury multiple pets on a lot.

When Hobbes died, Bob East-
gate remembers it taking almost a 
week to receive the ashes and not 

Funeral home opens cemetery for pets
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Bob Eastgate, left, and Dan Eastgate stand at the new Summerfi eld Pet 
Memorial Park location in north Bismarck. The site in Fairview Cemetery 
is situated in a recently developed area along Hay Creek.
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 FARGO — Confronted with de-
mands by American Indian tribes 
across North Dakota to do more to 
address what has been called an 
“epidemic” of missing and mur-
dered Native American women, two 
members of the state’s Congressio-
nal delegation are introducing bills in 
Congress to address the issue.

Public awareness of the issue has 
risen dramatically since the dis-
appearance and murder of Fargo’s 
Savanna LaFontaine-Greywind, a 
case that has drawn media attention 
from across the nation and around 
the world.

LaFontaine-Greywind, 22, a mem-
ber of the Spirit Lake tribe living 
in Fargo, vanished Aug. 19, while 
eight months pregnant. Her body 
was found eight days later in the 
Red River. Police said her death was 
caused by “homicidal violence.” Her 
baby, alive and healthy, was found in 
the possession of one of the suspects 
in the case.

The legislation comes on the 
heels of a letter sent last week by the 
United Tribes of North Dakota to the 
state’s Congressional delegation, 
urging them to take action to combat 
the issue and making several recom-
mendations.

The United Tribes of North Dakota 
is an organization composed of the 
state’s fi ve tribes: Three A�  liated 
Tribes of Fort Berthold, the Spirit 
Lake Tribe, the Sisseton-Wahpe-
ton Oyate, the Standing Rock Sioux 
Tribe and the Turtle Mountain Band 
of Chippewa Indians.

Republican Sen. John Hoeven, 
chairman of the Senate Indian A� airs 
Committee, introduced a bill this 
week that would create a tribal grant 
program within the Department of 
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