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SETH BORENSTEIN
Associated Press 

 WASHINGTON — After the Big 
Bang, it was dark and cold. And 
then there was light. Now, for 
the first time, astronomers have 
glimpsed that dawn of the universe 
13.6 billion years ago when the ear-
liest stars were turning on the light 
in the cosmic darkness.

And if that’s not enough, they 
may have detected mysterious dark 
matter at work, too.

The glimpse consisted of a faint 
radio signal from deep space, 
picked up by an antenna that is 
slightly bigger than a refrigerator 
and costs less than $5 million but 
in certain ways can go back much 
farther in time and distance than 
the celebrated, multibillion-dollar 
Hubble Space Telescope.

Judd Bowman of Arizona State 
University, lead author of a study 
in Wednesday’s journal Nature, 
said the signal came from the very 

SADIE GURMAN
Associated Press 

 WASHINGTON — Harshly 
criticized yet again by his boss, 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions on 
Wednesday abandoned his usual 
stony silence and pushed back 
against President Donald Trump 
for saying Sessions’ response to 
Republican complaints about the 
FBI was “disgraceful.”

Sessions gave no suggestion he 
would step down in light of the 
charge made on Twitter and in-
sisted he would “continue to dis-
charge my duties with integrity 
and honor.”

Trump’s latest tirade stems from 
a comment Sessions made Tues-
day, when he suggested the Justice 
Department’s inspector general 
will evaluate whether prosecutors 
and FBI agents wrongly obtained 
a warrant under the Foreign Intel-
ligence Surveillance Act to moni-
tor the communications of a one-
time Trump campaign associate. 
Sessions had asked the watchdog 
office to review the complaints in 
response to pressure from con-
gressional Republicans, who, like 
Trump, have fumed about what 
they believe to be bias within the 
FBI.

Trump tweeted: “Why is A.G. 
Jeff Sessions asking the Inspector 
General to investigate potentially 
massive FISA abuse. Will take for-
ever, has no prosecutorial power 
and already late with reports on 
Comey etc. Isn’t the I.G. an Obama 
guy? Why not use Justice Depart-
ment lawyers? DISGRACEFUL!”

BLAIR EMERSON
Bismarck Tribune 

 Bismarck State College has been 
selected to partner with a Saudi 
Arabia-based institute to provide 
energy sector training to Saudi 
youth — an endeavor that could 
net the college several million dol-
lars over the next five years.

The college was chosen for a 
five-year contract to provide cur-
riculum and training at the Na-
tional Power Academy located 
in Dammam, the capital of Saudi 
Arabia’s eastern province. The 
academy was scheduled to open at 
the end of March, but BSC officials, 
who are negotiating details of the 
contract, are hoping the start date 
will be extended to the fall.

BSC’s National Energy Center 
of Excellence was picked to serve 
as a model for the academy, which 
will be run by leading Saudi power 
sector companies, including Saudi 
Aramco and Saudi Electricity Co.

BSC President Larry Skogen said 
he and others at the college learned 
about the partnership when the 
Kindgdom of Saudi Arabia solic-
ited proposals from institutions 
around the world. The top three 
finalists were Germany, Great Brit-
ain and BSC.

The contract negotiations have 
been ongoing for more than a year. 
If a deal is realized, it will provide 
BSC with an additional revenue 
stream.

Last year, BSC took a $7.4 mil-
lion budget cut and had to elim-

inate more than 30 positions. 
The agreement with the National 
Power Academy is an opportunity 
to increase revenue for the college, 
Skogen said.

“When you have a budget cut 
like this, you have two options: 
One is you can sit on the street 
corner with a tin cup and hope that 
somebody gives you money, or you 
can be aggressive and get out and 
try to raise those moneys,” he said.

BSC was chosen to provide in-
dustrial, non-credit training at 
the National Power Academy, 
which will offer three “training 
streams.” BSC was selected for the 
“core stream,” a three-year pro-
gram for Saudi high school grad-
uates that trains them in various 
energy trades and crafts selected 
by leaders of the academy. Special-

ized programs include electrical, 
mechanical, renewable, nuclear, 
operations and manufacturing 
disciplines, according to the acad-
emy’s website.

Because the college would be 
providing non-credit training, 
approval is not needed by the 
State Board of Higher Education, 
Skogen said. The program could 
accommodate as many as 800 
students.

North Dakota University System 
Chancellor Mark Hagerott said the 
opportunity for BSC to partner 
with the National Power Academy 
is exciting for higher education in-
stitutions in the state, particularly 
because they already have a “huge 
trading footprint” in agriculture.

“It just shows that North Dakota 
has truly global capabilities,” he 

said. “We’re really proud of (BSC) 
for showing this initiative.”

The National Power Academy 
was formulated in 2014 after the 
government of Saudi Arabia and 
energy companies conducted a 20-
year feasibility study of the coun-
try’s energy sector workforce and 
found a gap between workforce 
supply and expected demand, ac-
cording to Farhan Noor, a consul-
tant with the academy.

As a result of the study, the 
government and other stakehold-
ers decided to build the National 
Power Academy as a way to fulfill 
workforce needs, reduce unem-
ployment and support the coun-
try’s ongoing efforts to become 
energy efficient.

In April, a Saudi team visited 
BSC, viewed its program and vis-
ited labs at the National Energy 
Center for Excellence.

Zak Allen, project manager with 
the BSC National Energy Center 
of Excellence, said the National 
Power Academy would replicate 
what’s offered at BSC’s National 
Energy Center for Excellence, in-
cluding its labs and training.

“Given (BSC is) also a National 
Center of Excellence for the energy 
programs in the state, we felt that 
Bismarck was a good contender,” 
Noor said.

Skogen said the college would 
send only a few BSC employees, 
including Allen, to work temporar-
ily at the National Power Academy. 
Other academic staff would be na-
tive English-speaking expatriates. 
As per Saudi Arabia law, BSC may 
not hire women as trainers or ad-
ministrative staff at the facility.

NATIONAL POWEr AcAdEMy, PROVIDED 

Bismarck State College has announced it was selected for a new partnership 
with the National Power Academy in Dammam, Saudi Arabia. The academy 
will provide specialized programs in electrical, mechanical, renewable, 
nuclear, operations and manufacturing disciplines.
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Zak Allen, project manager for the National Energy Center of Excellence at Bismarck State College, explains training done with students in a lab on the 
college campus. Allen may soon be going to Saudi Arabia to start a similar curriculum at the National Power Academy in the city of Dammam.
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