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JILL COLVIN
Associated Press 

 BRANCHBURG, N.J. — Pres-
ident Donald Trump on Sat-
urday lashed out at the mayor 
of San Juan and other o�  cials 
in storm-ravaged Puerto Rico, 
contemptuous of their claims 
of a laggard U.S. response to the 
natural disaster that has imper-
iled the island’s future.

“Such poor leadership ability 
by the Mayor of San Juan, and 
others in Puerto Rico, who are 
not able to get their workers to 
help,” Trump said in a series of 
tweets a day after the capital 
city’s mayor appealed for help 
“to save us from dying.”

“They want everything to be 
done for them when it should 
be a community e� ort,” Trump 
wrote.

The tweets were a biting attack 
on the leader of a community in 
crisis. After 10 days of desper-
ation, with many still unable 
to access essentials including 
food and water, San Juan Mayor 
Carmen Yulin Cruz accused the 
Trump administration Friday of 
“killing us with the ine�  ciency” 
after Hurricane Maria. She im-
plored the president, who is 
set to visit the U.S. territory on 
Tuesday, to “make sure some-
body is in charge that is up to the 
task of saving lives.”

“I am begging, begging any-
one that can hear us, to save us 
from dying,” Cruz said at a news 
conference, her voice breaking 
with rage.

It was an unusually pointed 

JACK DURA
Bismarck Tribune 

 When Kate Brovold left her 16-
year career in state corrections and 
human services, she took her fi rst 
steps toward a longtime goal.

“I’ve always had a dream about 
opening a shelter,” she said. “Work-
ing with individuals experiencing 
homelessness has always been my 
passion.”

In mid-September, Brovold 

announced Austin’s Mission, a 
planned shelter for homeless in-
dividuals with behavioral health 
issues and substance use disorders. 
As executive director, she named 
the e� ort after her late great-un-
cle, a longtime addiction counselor.

“I felt like he was really my men-
tor and the driving force of really 
working with this population,” 
Brovold said.

As a nonprofi t with no capital, 
Brovold said her e� ort would like to 
fundraise $1 million to buy, renovate 
and outfi t a building. Much of that 
sum is one-time costs.

For now, she’s working with other 
entities to meet similar needs and 
spread awareness. She’s part of an 

intoxication and withdrawal man-
agement work group, which is a 
subcommittee of the Mayors’ Gold 
Star Community Task Force, a Bis-
marck-Mandan-Lincoln collabo-
ration to identify current issues of 
need, such as addiction and treat-
ment.

Bismarck Police Chief Dan Don-
lin said Brovold’s e� ort would help 
curb a cycle of intoxicated individ-
uals who go to jail because they have 
no one to care for them.

“To have a facility where we can 
avoid taking an individual to jail who 
really has not broken any laws, an 
individual that highly probably has 
alcohol or drug addiction issues and 
is not getting any resources other 

than eight hours in the jail and then 
out they go, would hopefully stop 
that revolving door,” Donlin said.

Police see about 300 to 500 intox-
icated individuals a year who go to 
jail for detoxifi cation management, 
he added.

Treatment and medication are 
di�  cult when someone’s most ba-
sic needs, such as a place to sleep, 
aren’t met, according to Brovold, 
who said she’d like to see Austin’s 
Mission serve 35 males and females. 
She has a seven-member board in 
place with a 501©(3) application 
pending and the North Dakota Co-
alition for Homeless People as her 

Austin’s Mission aims to fill gap
MIKE MCCLEARY, TRIBUNE 

Kate Brovold, founder and executive director of Austin’s Mission, a combination detox center and homeless shelter for men and women, continues to raise 
funds while looking for a Bismarck location. 
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at mayor 
of San Juan
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 A pipeline that recently spilled 
more than 33,000 gallons of brine in 
a pasture on the Fort Berthold Indian 
Reservation occurred on a segment 
of pipeline that was scheduled to be 
replaced.

The pipeline owned by Crestwood 
Midstream is made of a material 
called Fiberspar LinePipe, the same 

fi berglass-reinforced material tied 
to two of the largest brine spills in 
North Dakota history.

Three A�  liated Tribes Pipeline 
Authority Travis Hallam said nu-
merous spills both on and near the 
reservation prompted the Tribal 
Business Council to no longer allow 
fi berglass-based materials for new 
pipelines that carry produced water, 
a waste byproduct of oil production.

“It was involved in far too many 
failures to be considered an accept-
able material to protect us from the 
produced water it was transporting,” 
Hallam said.

Crestwood, which owns the pipe-
line that contaminated Lake Saka-

kawea in July 2014 after 1 million 
gallons of brine spilled near Manda-
ree, is replacing Fiberspar pipelines 
in environmentally sensitive areas 
on the reservation.

The recent spill, reported on Sept. 
3, occurred on a pipeline segment 
that was scheduled to be replaced 
in the coming months, Hallam said.

“It strengthens our case that we 
don’t want fi berglass-based pipes,” 
Hallam said. “We want coated steel 
lines.”

The North Dakota Department of 
Mineral Resources gathering pipe-
line regulations do not specify pipe-
line material.

Kevin Connors, pipeline program 

supervisor, said the state’s rules fo-
cus on enforcing proper installation 
of pipelines.

“Our initial concerns are that the 
(Sept. 3) spill may have been caused 
by the way it was installed, not nec-
essarily the material but the actual 
installation of the pipe,” Connors 
said.

Proper installation of Fiberspar 
is critical, according to a 2015 pipe-
line study by the Energy and Envi-
ronmental Research Center at the 
University of North Dakota.

Researchers heard from industry 
workers that Fiberspar seemed less 
tolerant to incorrect installation and 
more easily bruised by improper 

handling.
“It was conveyed to the EERC 

team by these fi eld personnel that 
a small fl aw can serve as a seed for 
a catastrophic failure after the line 
is installed and buried,” the report 
said.

A spokesman for Fiberspar Line-
Pipe, a division of National Oilwell 
Varco, said the pipeline material is 
safe for transporting produced water 
if installed according to the manu-
facturer’s guidelines. Improper 
installation is the main source of 
damage to the product, the com-
pany said.

Pipeline material raises concerns

Planned shelter to
serve the homeless, 
people facing addiction

Yulin Cruz accuses 
Trump of ‘killing us 
with the ine�ciency’
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