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 President Donald Trump is ex-
pected to tout North Dakota’s en-
ergy and agriculture economy to-
day as he speaks on tax reform from 
the Mandan Refi nery with several 
members of his Cabinet in tow.

“I want all of America to be in-
spired by the North Dakota exam-
ple,” Trump is expected to say, ac-
cording to an advance excerpt from 
his speech. “This state is a reminder 
of what can happen when we pro-
mote American jobs instead of ob-
structing them.”

Energy Secretary Rick Perry, 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Administrator Scott Pruitt, Interior 
Secretary Ryan Zinke and Treasury 
Secretary Steven Mnuchin also 
will travel to North Dakota for the 
speech, scheduled to begin shortly 
after 3 p.m.

North Dakota’s congressional 
delegation is expected to attend the 
speech and travel with Trump on 
Air Force One, scheduled to arrive 
at about 2:40 p.m. at the Bismarck 
Airport.

Sen. John Hoeven, R-N.D., con-
fi rmed he’s attending, and Rep. 
Kevin Cramer, R-N.D., and Sen. 
Heidi Heitkamp, D-N.D., said they 
will attend unless there are critical 
votes that require them to be in 
Washington, D.C.

Gov. Doug Burgum, fi rst lady 
Kathryn Helgaas Burgum and Lt. 
Gov. Brent Sanford plan to greet 
Trump at the airport and then at-
tend the speech with other state 
o�  cials, said governor spokesman 
Mike Nowatzki. About 700 are 
expected to be at the invite-only 
event.

Workers were changing a sign at 
the Mandan Refi nery late Tuesday, 
refl ecting the recent name change 
from Tesoro to Andeavor. The 
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 The Mandan Refi nery will be the 
backdrop today as President Don-
ald Trump discusses the need for tax 
reform, a message several area busi-
ness leaders are eagerly awaiting.

“We pay too much tax in this 
country, and I believe it restricts the 
free enterprise system,” said Steve 
Herman, owner of AAction Movers 
in Bismarck.

Herman and his wife, Marcia, are 
among the small business owners 
Rep. Kevin Cramer invited to hear 
Trump speak. About 700 people are 

expected to attend the invite-only 
event, according to a senior White 
House o�  cial.

Herman, a Bismarck native whose 
moving company has been in busi-
ness for 42 years, said he’s honored 
to attend and interested to hear what 
Trump has to say.

“Any tax relief would be a benefi t 
to everyone, I believe,” Herman said.

Trump is expected to highlight 
personal stories from North Dako-
tans about the need for tax reform, 
including talking about Julie Elling-
son, executive vice president of the 
North Dakota Stockmen’s Associa-
tion and a fourth-generation cattle 
rancher in Morton County.

Ellingson said a repeal of what’s 
known as the death tax is important 
to the agriculture industry.

“It really creates an obstacle in 

keeping family-owned ranches and 
farms intact following the death of 
a loved one,” Ellingson said.

Scott Meske, president of the 
Bismarck-Mandan Chamber of 
Commerce, said he’s particularly 
interested to hear how Trump’s tax 
reform plan would a� ect small busi-
nesses, which represent 85 percent 
of the chamber’s members.

“Our small businesses are the 
ones that continue to get ham-
mered,” said Meske, who plans to 
attend the speech. “We need to see 
if we can do better.”

Kathy Neset, a geologist and 
owner of Neset Consulting in Tioga, 
said she was asked to be part of a 
small group to greet Trump at the 
refi nery on behalf of the North Da-
kota Petroleum Council.

“I’m absolutely thrilled, im-

pressed and am looking forward 
to meeting him,” Neset said. “I’m 
happy to see he’s putting North Da-
kota so high on his list of places to go 
as president.”

Neset said she’s in favor of a sim-
plifi ed tax plan.

“I would love to see some lower 
corporate tax rates and a simplifi ed 
plan for all Americans,” Neset said.

Gov. Doug Burgum, who will greet 
Trump at the Bismarck airport, said 
he’s looking forward to discussing 
how tax reform can benefi t work-
ers, farmers, ranchers, businesses 
and families.

“The U.S. tax code is bloated, 
cumbersome and long overdue for 
reform,” Burgum said in a statement. 
“Fortunately, President Trump 

Trump to talk tax reform
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Steve Herman, owner of AAction Movers in Bismarck, is one of the invited guests to attend the visit by President Donald Trump at the Mandan oil refi nery. 
Herman said he had to cancel his meetings for the day so he and his wife could attend. “They all understood why,” Herman said. 

Trump: N.D. 
‘inspires’ 
America
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 Forrest Ross, a Mind Shift “spe-
cialist” hired by Eide Bailly for pro-
cess optimization, took on the job 
and shrunk the anticipated number 
of hours for the work, doing it in less 
than half the time.

Oh, and Ross just happens to be 
on the autistic spectrum.

Mind Shift is a Fargo-based 
nonprofi t with the goal of fi nding 
meaningful careers for people on 
the autism spectrum, according to 
James Whirlwind Soldier, business 
development director, who seeks 
to give long-term opportunities for 
such specialists to bring value to 
business.

The company is aiming to expand 
those services to Bismarck.

“We want businesses to under-
stand this value … not just work with 
us because of a charitable mindset,” 
Whirlwind Soldier said. “We truly 

believe our specialists are the most 
qualifi ed fi t for the roles we’re plac-
ing them in.”

Whirlwind Soldier should know. 
His previous employer was a Mind 
Shift client.

As director of business opera-
tions for Dog ID in Fargo, it would 
have been easy for Whirlwind Sol-
dier to turn Mind Shift down when 
approached about hiring a special-
ist. But after talking with his CEO, 
Whirlwind Soldier moved forward.

“We thought if their ‘specialist’ 
is able to deliver on their proposals, 
this is a no brainer,” he said.

And at the specialists’ one-year 
anniversary with the company, 
Whirlwind Soldier realized his hes-
itation was unwarranted.

“They do bring great value,” he 
said. “All they said I could expect I 
received. I was just so happy to have 
that gentleman on our team.”

Mind Shift now works with more 
than 10 employers in Fargo and Min-
neapolis. The organization opened 

Organization expands into Bismarck

PROVIDED 

Mind Shift’s Sam Egan trains for a new job.
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 Sen. Heidi Heitkamp is the 
only statewide-elected Demo-
crat in heavily Republican North 
Dakota, where President Donald 
Trump rolled to a win last year 
and the GOP is optimistic about 
knocking out the senator in next 
year’s midterm elections.

Yet Heitkamp hardly resem-
bles many of her hard-charging, 
Trump-resisting Democratic 
colleagues in Washington. She 
welcomed word of Trump’s 
planned visit to the state on 
Wednesday, expressing the hope 
that he addresses “the kitch-
en-table issues that keep North 

Democrat Sen. 
Heitkamp earns 
some Trump 
supporters

Business leaders 
welcome president’s call 
for improving system

Mind Shift finds careers 
for people with autism

President expected 
to tout state’s energy, 
agriculture economy 
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