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AMY DALRYMPLE
Bismarck Tribune 

 TransCanada Corp. said this week 
it no longer plans to proceed with 
the Upland Pipeline that was pro-
posed to transport Bakken oil from 
northwest North Dakota to Canada.

The project was linked to the pro-
posed Energy East Pipeline, which 
TransCanada said Thursday it is 
no longer pursuing “after careful 
review of changed circumstances.”

The Upland Pipeline was pro-
posed to originate about 15 miles 
southwest of Williston and trans-
port as many as 300,000 barrels of 
oil per day. It would have traveled 
about 126 miles in North Dakota, 
crossing the Canadian border near 
Flaxton.

Because the project would have 
crossed the U.S.-Canada border, it 
required a presidential permit.

TransCanada said it is in the pro-
cess of withdrawing its application 
to the U.S. Department of State. 
Earlier this year, TransCanada had 
asked the department to pause on 
the review of the application to 
better align with the timing for the 
review of the Energy East Pipeline 
System.

Company 
halts plans 
for pipeline
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Melissa Marthaller takes in the autumn colors in the Missouri River valley from the Sageway Path at the University of Mary on Friday afternoon after 
cycling to the campus from Bismarck. Marthaller, a U-Mary alumni, said the 8-mile ride was worth it to take in the panoramic view the Sageway offers of 
fall foliage at its peak.

BLAKE NICHOLSON
Associated Press 

 It probably will take until next 
spring for the Army Corps of Engi-
neers to finish court-ordered addi-
tional environmental study of the 
Dakota Access oil pipeline, agency 
attorneys said in court documents 
filed Friday.

The corps had anticipated com-
pleting the task by the end of the 
year, but Justice Department at-
torney Matthew Marinelli said it 
will take longer than expected to 
get needed information including 
spill modeling from Texas-based 

pipeline developer Energy Trans-
fer Partners and possibly from at 
least one unspecified American 
Indian tribe.

“Given the current expected 
time frame for the receipt of ad-
ditional information, the corps 
now anticipates that its review 
and analysis ... will not conclude 
until approximately April 2, 2018,” 
Marinelli wrote.

The $3.8 billion pipeline began 
carrying oil from North Dakota 
through South Dakota and Iowa to 
a distribution point in Illinois on 
June 1. However, four Sioux tribes 
in the Dakotas continue challeng-
ing it in federal court in Washing-
ton, D.C., because they fear a leak 
could contaminate their water 
supply. The pipeline crosses be-
neath the Lake Oahe reservoir on 

the Missouri River just to the north 
of the Standing Rock Reservation 
that straddles the North Dako-
ta-South Dakota border.

“The notice says they are con-
ducting additional oil spill mod-
eling —in other words, this wasn’t 
done before the Trump adminis-
tration approved (the pipeline),” 
tribal Chairman Dave Archambault 
said Friday in a statement to The 
Associated Press. “This confirms 
what we’ve been saying from the 
start — until there’s been a full 
analysis of risks and impacts to the 
Standing Rock tribe, the pipeline 
should be shut down.”

U.S. District Judge James Boas-
berg is considering halting pipeline 
operations while the additional 
study is done. It’s not known when 
he’ll rule.

Boasberg ruled on June 14 that 
the corps largely complied with 
environmental law in giving its per-
mission for the pipeline project, but 
that it didn’t adequately consider 
how an oil spill under Lake Oahe 
might affect the Standing Rock 
tribe. He also said the corps didn’t 
adequately study how the pipeline 
might disproportionately affect 
the tribal community — a concept 
known as environmental justice. 
That aims to ensure development 
projects aren’t built in areas where 
minority populations might not 
have the resources to defend their 
rights. Boasberg ordered the corps 
to reconsider those issues.

The corps is “actively working 
on ways to shorten” the new April 
timeline for completing the work, 
Marinelli said.

Corps extends review of DAPL

JACK DURA
Bismarck Tribune 

 The cause of a house fire around 
1:30 a.m. Friday is under investi-
gation to determine its cause, ac-
cording to the Bismarck Fire De-
partment.

No one was injured in the fire at 
1410 E. Boulevard Ave. The home’s 
only resident vacated the premises 
after waking up to a smoke detec-
tor and fire on the first floor, the 
city reported.

Upon arriving, fire crews, in-
cluding 21 personnel, took on fire 
from multiple areas of the house 
and moderate smoke. They extin-

guished the fire within 30 minutes 
of arrival. Preliminary damages 
are estimated at $50,000, the city 
said.

The first floor of the home saw 
extensive damage with smoke ev-
ident throughout the structure, 
said Battalion Chief Brooks Mar-
tin, adding that rebuilding will 
likely take some time.

The Rev. Greg Carr, the fire 
department’s chaplain, said the 
home’s occupant didn’t need as-
sistance with housing.

Reach Jack Dura at 701-250-8225 or 
jack.dura@bismarcktribune.com.

No injuries in early morning house fire
An early morning 
fire at 1410 East 
Boulevard Ave. in 
Bismarck caused 
extensive damage to 
the first floor of the 
two-story house. The 
only person in the 
dwelling when the 
blaze was discovered 
at 1:30 a.m. was able 
to get out safely.
tOM StrOMMe, 
TRIBUNE 

JACK DURA
Bismarck Tribune 

 Robert Fool Bear Sr. stared straight 
ahead as Chief Judge Daniel Hovland 
delivered his sentence Friday morn-
ing on child sexual abuse.

The former Cannon Ball district 

chairman is to serve the manda-
tory minimum of 30 years in federal 
prison on attempted aggravated sex-
ual abuse of a child and two counts 
of aggravated sexual abuse of a child, 
as well as 10 years for incest, to run 
concurrently. He must also register 
as a sex offender, have no contact 
with the victim or anyone younger 
than 18 and make restitution.

Assistant U.S. Attorney Gary De-
lorme had requested life in prison, 
with possible supervised release as 

well as restitution of $55,493.
He asked Hovland for the life 

sentence as a deterrent to other 
would-be offenders.

“Perhaps the lifetime term would 
send a message loud and clear,” De-
lorme said.

Defense attorney Carey Goetz said 
the 30-year mandatory minimum 
was enough. She added Fool Bear 
maintains his innocence.

Under shackles on his wrists, 
waist and calves, he wore a dark 

long-sleeved shirt and blue jeans. 
He said little when Hovland asked 
if he had any comments.

“What I’d like to do at this time, 
your honor, is maintain my silence,” 
Fool Bear said. “That is my decision.”

Hovland then sentenced Fool 
Bear, adding that “My sense of jus-
tice leads me to believe that a 30-
year sentence is fair and just.”

During the hearing, Delorme and 
Goetz told Hovland they did have 
prior plea discussions which in-

volved a 37-month proposal. Hov-
land said he’s seen other offenders 
balk at lighter sentences and go to 
trial, only to be sentenced more se-
verely after a jury’s conviction.

“It’s not the first time I’ve seen it,” 
he said.

Fool Bear’s female victim did not 
appear in court Friday. Delorme 
said attempts were made to notify 
her, but her location is likely among 

Fool Bear sentenced to 30 years
Prosecutor asks  
for life sentence as 
deterrent to others
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Court-ordered 
environmental study 
prolonged into spring

TransCanada no longer 
pursuing N.D. project

Please see FOOL bear, Page B4

JOHN HAGEMAN
Forum News Service 

 A group of North Dakota univer-
sity faculty members were “trou-
bled” that members of the State 
Board of Higher Education hadn’t 
seen a report criticizing the chan-
cellor’s leadership before voting to 
extend his contract, the organiza-
tion said this week.

The Council of College Faculties 
sent a letter to higher education 
leaders Tuesday regarding the June 
2016 staff survey report on Uni-
versity System Chancellor Mark 
Hagerott. The report included ac-
cusations of gender bias and said 
the chancellor had a “militaristic” 
management style while displaying 
“inappropriate or unprofessional 
speech or behavior.”

Hagerott denied that he fa-
vored men over women but said 
he has made changes in response 
to the report. He has requested 

Faculty 
‘troubled’ 
by ‘lack of 
procedure’

Please see FacuLty, Page B4

Please see PIPeLINe, Page B4


