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JOHN HAGEMAN
Forum News Service 

 Sen. Heidi Heitkamp expressed 
serious concerns about the Re-
publican tax plan moving through 
the Senate Thursday, but said she 
is still pushing for changes to im-
prove the bill as a fl oor vote ap-
proached.

Heitkamp, a Democrat facing 
reelection next year in a heavily 
conservative state, joined the rest 
of her party in voting against a mo-
tion to proceed with consideration 
of the bill Wednesday. Asked in an 
interview if she ultimately planned 
to vote for it, she outlined several 
changes she’s pursuing, including 
a smaller cut in the corporate tax 
rate.

Heitkamp argued the bill would 
disproportionately benefi t wealthy 
Americans, a stark contrast from 
Republican claims that it’s focused 
on middle-class tax relief.

“When I look at this package, 
without the changes, I have a lot of 
concerns about it,” Heitkamp said.

North Dakota Republican Sen. 
John Hoeven predicted his party 
would have the votes to pass the 
bill without Democratic support. 
He said that could come Thursday 
night or Friday.

Heitkamp has been targeted in 
recent months by state and na-
tional Republicans, including 
President Donald Trump himself, 
to support the tax overhaul. During 
a September speech at a Mandan 
oil refi nery, Trump said Democrats 
helped pass tax reform under for-
mer President Ronald Reagan.

“You listening, Heidi?” Trump 
said. “We’re not going to put her 
on the spot.”

But that’s what a pro-Trump 
group did with a television ad call-
ing on Heitkamp to support the tax 

JACK DURA
Bismarck Tribune 

 One of the earliest ar-
restees in the Dakota Ac-
cess protests had his ap-
peal — the fi rst of the pro-
test cases to come before 
the North Dakota Supreme 
Court — argued Thursday.

Kevin Decker, 46, of 

St. Joseph, Mo., was ar-
rested Aug. 11, 2016, the 
fi rst day of arrests in the 
monthslong pipeline pro-
tests. He was tried with 
eight others last winter in 
the second Dakota Access 
trial and convicted by a 
jury of misdemeanor dis-
orderly conduct for push-
ing an o�  cer.

Decker received a de-
ferred imposition of sen-
tence, including $1,585 in 
fi nes and fees and a year 
of unsupervised proba-

tion. His appeal, fi led in 
March, is over insu�  cient 
evidence and a structural 
error during trial proceed-
ings.

Appearing Thursday 
morning before the state’s 
highest court, appellant 
attorney Kiara Kraus-Parr 
said a clerk of court told 
deputies and baili� s not to 
allow the general public in 
the courtroom during jury 
selection so as to prevent 

DAPL case appealed
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Carol Zimmerman, left, drops a contribution into the Salvation Army’s Red Kettle as volunteer bell ringer Larry Wood watches at the entrance of Dan’s 
Supermarkets south Bismarck location on Thursday. Zimmerman, of Mandan, said she puts something into the red kettle “whenever I can and I believe I 
even sent in a check.”

Heitkamp 
seeking 
changes 
to tax bill 

JILL COLVIN AND JOSH LEDERMAN
Associated Press 

 WASHINGTON — After months 
of clashes on policy and personal-
ity, President Donald Trump is con-
sidering ousting Secretary of State 
Rex Tillerson and replacing him 

with hard-nosed CIA Director Mike 
Pompeo following less than a year 
on the job, senior U.S. o�  cials said 
Thursday as turmoil within Trump’s 
national security team burst into the 
open.

The White House plan, which 
Trump has not yet signed o�  on, 
would force a major realignment 
early in his term, also creating a 
vacancy atop the CIA that o�  cials 
said could be fi lled by Republican 
Sen. Tom Cotton of Arkansas. The 

overhaul could produce a signifi cant 
shift in both the tone and direction 
of the president’s foreign policy, re-
moving it from the understated for-
mer oil man whose style has never fi t 
well with Trump’s.

It is exceedingly rare for a secre-
tary of state, America’s face on the 
global stage, to be fi red or to serve 
for a year or less. Nor is it common 
for presidents to have such a signif-
icant Cabinet revamp so soon after 
taking o�  ce. Too much churn could 

fuel the perception of chaos in the 
Trump White House — perhaps one 
reason he has yet to pull the trigger.

Tillerson’s likely ouster, which 
was fi rst reported by the New York 
Times, loomed awkwardly over an 
Oval O�  ce meeting Thursday be-
tween Trump and the visiting Bah-
raini crown prince. Asked by a re-
porter whether he wanted Tillerson 
to stay on the job, Trump was coy, 
merely pointing out that Tillerson 
was in fact in the building.

“He’s here. Rex is here,” the pres-
ident said.

Timing for any move was uncer-
tain.

Defense Secretary Jim Mattis, Til-
lerson’s closest ally in the adminis-
tration, simply brushed o�  the re-
port. “There’s nothing to it,” he said 
when asked.

But White House spokeswoman 
Sarah Huckabee Sanders didn’t deny 

Trump weighs Tillerson plan
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Secretary of State
Rex Tillerson may
be ousted from post

First to be heard by 
the North Dakota 
Supreme Court

Kevin Decker, shown 
here protesting Nov. 
6, 2016, in Mandan, 
was among those 
arrested Aug. 11, 2016, 
the fi rst day of arrests 
in the monthslong 
protests over the 
Dakota Access Pipeline. 
His appeal regarding 
his misdemeanor 
disorderly conduct 
conviction is the fi rst 
DAPL case to be heard 
before the North 
Dakota Supreme Court. 
Two more appeals are 
pending.
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