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DESMOND BUTLER AND DAVID RISING
Associated Press 

 MUNICH — President Donald 
Trump’s national security adviser 
said Saturday there was “incontro-
vertible” evidence of a Russian plot 
to disrupt the 2016 U.S. election, 

a blunt statement 
that shows how sig-
nificantly the new 
criminal charges 
leveled by an Amer-
ican investigator 
have upended the 
political debate over 
his inquiry.

The statement 
by H.R. McMaster at the Munich 
Security Conference stood in stark 
contrast to Trump’s oft repeated 
claim that Russian interference in 
his election victory was a hoax.

“As you can see with the FBI in-
dictment, the evidence is now really 

APRIL BAUMGARTEN
Forum News Service 

 GRAND FORKS — A long list of 
potential funding cuts proposed 
by President Donald Trump could 
target programs that serve North 
Dakotans and Minnesotans, Con-
gress members said this week.

But the U.S. lawmakers don’t 
think the president’s budget — at 
least in its entirety — will fly in 
Congress.

Trump called for $4.4 trillion 
in spending for 2019, a 10 per-
cent increase from government 
spending in 2017, according to a 
report in the Washington Post. 
However, multiple agencies face 
cuts while others could see boosts 
in funding.

The U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture would see a budget of 
$19.2 billion, a $3.5 billion de-
crease from the 2018 budget, ac-
cording to the Washington Post. 
The plan would reduce funding 
to the Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program, or SNAP, by 
$17.2 billion.

Reps. Kevin Cramer, R-N.D., 
and Collin Peterson, D-Minn., 
as well as Sens. John Hoeven, 
R-N.D., and Heidi Heitkamp, 
D-N.D., all shared concerns the 
cuts to the USDA would leave 
North Dakota and Minnesota 
farmers behind. They all raised 
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Cambryn Johnson, 5, nestles into the shoulder of her dad, Sgt. 1st Class Cody Johnson with her brother Casyn, 8, and mom, Courtney, sitting beside them 
during the send-off ceremony for the members of the North Dakota National Guard 191 Military Police Company on Saturday in Bismarck. Family, friends, 
business owners, dignitaries and Patriot Guard gathered inside the Raymond J. Bohn Armory for the ceremony before the 29-member unit deploys to 
Afghanistan in support of Operation Freedom’s Sentinel. The soldiers come from 20 communities across the state, Minnesota and South Dakota.
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 Critics of Marsy’s Law say its 
ambiguity for prosecutors is lead-
ing to withheld public information, 
while those attorneys say they want 
more clarity on the victim rights 
law, which was approved as a bal-
lot measure by 62 percent of voters 
in 2016.

While Marsy’s Law enshrines 
victims’ rights in the state consti-
tution, representatives of the North 
Dakota Newspaper Association say 
the law is one of a few transparency 
issues that have “chipped away” at 
North Dakota’s “thoughtfully de-
vised” laws and rules on open meet-
ings and public records.

“I do think there is a temptation 
when you don’t have to release in-
formation, not to,” said Steve An-
drist, NDNA executive director. 
“There’s also a temptation when 
you’re uncertain as to what infor-
mation should be released, your in-
clination is definitely not to release 
it, so we need specifics.”

Take the redacted affidavit al-
leging Chad Legare strangled an 
Anamoose priest. The formal court 
document reads more like a Mad Lib 
for all its white spaces.

“On January 30, 2018 at approxi-
mately 7:45 a.m. (redacted) located 

(redacted) a (redacted) at (redacted), 
at (redacted), McHenry County, 
ND, covered in blood and in need of 
assistance. (Redacted) was located 
at the (redacted) at the time of being 
found,” reads the redacted affidavit 
of Craig Zachmeier, of the North 
Dakota Bureau of Criminal Inves-
tigation. The document contains 

more than 200 redactions thanks 
in part to Marsy’s Law.

Andrist said the affidavit “tells 
us absolutely nothing” for a type 
of public record that is generally 
highly detailed. Marsy’s Law has 
added “significant uncertainty” to 
a host of issues, he said.

“I’ve always said if you give a 

public official a chance to withhold 
information, they’re going to go for 
it,” said Jack McDonald, NDNA’s 
attorney. “And that’s the danger of 
things like Marsy’s Law.”

Legare’s alleged victim, The Rev. 
Robert Wapenski, was identified by 
Diocese of Fargo spokesman Paul 
Braun the day of the attack. Wap-
enski is referred to as “John Doe” in 
court documents.

Braun declined to answer ques-
tions from the Tribune. McHenry 
County State’s Attorney Josh Frey 
was unavailable last week for an 
interview.

Since voters approved the ini-
tiated constitutional measure in 
2016, county prosecutors have 
grappled with Marsy’s Law, which 
has presented much ambiguity. At-
torney General Wayne Stenehjem’s 
office issued guidance last summer 
on Marsy’s Law, while a legislative 
committee studies related con-
cerns.

How many and who
Burleigh County State’s Attorney 

Richard Riha said his office didn’t 
know what to expect when Marsy’s 
Law passed.

“Our big thing was how many 
people are going to invoke and 
what’s that going to do and are we 
going to have to add personnel so 
that we can keep up, comply with 
the law,” he said.

Marsy’s Law still murky
More clarity sought  
on victims’ rights law  
for prosecutors, public

McMaster’s statement  
contrasts Trump’s claims

McMaster
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Legal representatives in North Dakota share their thoughts on Marsy’s Law, 
with a redacted affidavit relating to an attack on an Anamoose priest in the 
background. 
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