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 O�  cials in McKenzie County say 
they want to better understand the 
risks of a proposed oilfi eld waste 
facility that would involve inject-
ing a mixture of solid and liquid 
waste underground.

The North Dakota Department 
of Health will hold a public hearing 
at 7 p.m. Tuesday at the Watford 
City Civic Center for a radioactive 
materials handling license sought 
by Waste Management of North 
Dakota.

The North Dakota Industrial 
Commission also is considering 
the company’s application to drill 
two injection wells at the same 
location that would involve the 
underground injection of slurry, 
or ground-up solid waste that is 
blended with produced water.

Some county and township o�  -
cials say they have concerns about 
the proposal, including the prox-
imity of the wells to the Tobacco 
Garden aquifer. Waste Manage-
ment’s application says one dis-
posal well would be 1,475 feet from 
the aquifer and the other about 
2,290 feet away.

“It seems a bit close,” said Jim 
Talbert, planning and zoning di-
rector for McKenzie County.

The company anticipates ac-
cepting waste with technologically 
enhanced naturally occurring ra-
dioactive material, or TENORM, 
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 As many stocked up on grocer-
ies this weekend in preparation for 
Thanksgiving, one group of shop-
pers on Sunday bought 150 pounds 
of potatoes, 36 cans of yams and 
roasting pans for 18 turkeys.

Organizers of Bismarck’s free 
community Thanksgiving din-

ner loaded up four cartloads in 
preparation to serve 350 people 
on Thursday at First Presbyterian 
Church.

Sister Kathleen Atkinson of 
Ministry on the Margins said 80 
people are signed up to prepare 
food, serve the meal and clean up 
afterward.

“We have more volunteers than 

we can even take,” Atkinson said. 
“People are just phenomenal.”

Preparation will begin on 
Wednesday morning, includ-
ing cooking turkeys at both First 
Presbyterian and Trinity Lutheran 
churches, said Duane Ehrens, a 
chef for Basin Electric who volun-
teers to help with the meal.

The community meal is spear-

headed by First Presbyterian 
and Ministry and the Margins, 
but receives support from other 
churches, volunteers and busi-
nesses, including Bismarck 
Walmart stores that sponsor the 
meal.

“It’s a true community e� ort,” 

Organizers stock up on 
Thanksgiving groceries

TOM STROMME, TRIBUNE 

Sister Kathleen Atkinson, left, had a long grocery list to fi ll on Sunday afternoon while shopping at Walmart for food items for a community Thanksgiving 
dinner. In back are Jason Locken, left, assistant manager at Walmart in north Bismarck, and Duane Ehrens, who is a chef and will be preparing the free 
meal for an estimated 350 people. Also helping with the shopping was Jim Barnhardt with New Song Church in Bismarck.
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 EMMONS COUNTY — Mark 
Naaden gives cryptic instructions 
to his place: “When you see Jesus, 
turn toward Jesus.”

The site of the towering metal 
crucifi x along the road heading 
west into Braddock clears up the 
mystery. Just beyond the sculpture 
lies Naaden Ranch.

Naaden’s father, Pete, had a 
stroke years back and resolved to 
put up a monument as a symbol 
of his faith and his thankfulness to 

God. So he commissioned “Cross 
on the Prairie.”

Naaden knows something about 
being thankful in the face of ad-
versity after the help he’s received 
through bouts of cancer. So does 
Doug Bichler, who ranches farther 
south in Emmons County near 
Linton and in June lost his arm in 
a baler accident.

Across the country, farmers and 
ranchers get sick. They get hurt. 
They die. And in most cases, some-
one is there to help plant or har-
vest or get the cows fed. Someone 
brings a meal and someone brings 
support.

“With everything going on to-
day in the world and everything 
that you see on the news and hear 
on the radio, it’s nice to know that 

there are so many good people out 
there, and they’re willing to help,” 
Bichler said.

Two rounds of help 
Naaden and his son, Theo, raise 

small grains, corn, sunfl owers and 
cattle. When Naaden needed an 
operation for colon cancer four 
years ago, Farm Rescue put in his 
crop.

This summer, tests indicated the 
cancer may have returned, which 
was confi rmed by a lymph node bi-
opsy. Naaden needed chemother-
apy. But he didn’t want to leave his 
son with all of the harvest tasks.

So Naaden again applied for help 
from Farm Rescue. They came in 

Agriculture comes through for its own
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Mark Naaden, of Braddock, continues to work throughout his cancer treatment. 
He says Farm Rescue’s help in combining his wheat in August helped him get 
through harvest and start treatment.

Farm Rescue aids
farmers, ranchers
during tough times 

Health Department to 
hold public hearing
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CANOLA GROWS,
AND YOUR WALLET SHOULD TOO.

Visit cibuscanola.com/offers to learn how you can make more money per acre.

E ARN
ON AVERAGE
$58 MORE
PER ACRE .


