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JACK DURA
Bismarck Tribune 

 Britney Loghry and her sisters 
will never share another moment 
with their mother, Misty Coffelt. 

In a statement she read Friday 
afternoon at Morris Brickle-Hicks’ 
sentencing, Loghry told her moth-
er’s murderer what he took from 
her family. Birthdays. Coffelt’s vis-
its with her grandchildren. Drinks 
on Loghry’s 21st birthday. 

“You took all those happy mo-
ments we could have ever had and 
you made sad ones, and I would 
love to have those back,” she told 
Brickle-Hicks, seated across the 
courtroom.

A jury convicted Brickle-Hicks 
in September of felony murder for 
fatally stomping Coffelt in April 
2016, leaving her to die with bru-
tal injuries behind Runnings in 
Bismarck. 

At Burleigh County Assistant 
State’s Attorney Julie Lawyer’s 

recommendation, South Central 
District Judge John Grinsteiner 
sentenced the 35-year-old con-
victed killer to life imprisonment 
without the possibility of parole.

“May God have mercy on your 
soul,” he said.

Lawyer said Brickle-Hicks’ lack 
of remorse, recidivism risk and 
assaultive behavior “stuck out” to 
her from his pre-sentence inves-
tigation. 

“Given the brutality of this of-
fense and the fact that he stomped 
a woman he didn’t know to death 
because he said she called him a 
name, I think those factors weigh 
heavily into sentencing him to the 
department of corrections for life 
without giving him the possibility 
of parole,” she said. 

Defense attorney James Loraas 
asked for life with the possibility 
of parole. He said Brickle-Hicks 
asked him to request a 20-year 
sentence.

Loraas said a psychological eval-
uation indicated Brickle-Hicks has 
“low intellectual functioning” and 
would require accommodations in 
prison. 

“He understands the serious-

ness of this, and we know that 
nothing that we can say will ever 
be enough, especially to the fam-
ily,” Loraas said. 

Before Grinsteiner imposed his 
sentence, Brickle-Hicks spoke to 
the court, turning to look at the 
Loghrys as Loraas gripped his 
back.

“I’m sorry. I made a bad mistake. 
I’m not sitting here to BS anything, 
and I want to tell the Coffelt family, 
I’m really sorry,” he said, facing his 
victim’s daughters. “It does hurt. I 
didn’t mean to take her away. I’m 
sorry.” 

He then sniffled and bowed his 
head.

Several Bismarck police officers 
attended the hearing in the small 
Burleigh County courtroom. Po-
lice Chief Dan Donlin hugged 
Loghry before the hearing.

In her statement, Loghry ac-
knowledged Brickle-Hicks’ family 
and wished them peace.

“My life has forever been 
changed and I will always miss my 
mother, but I will find happiness 
knowing that she is there watching 
over me and my family,” she said.

“She used to be our angel on 

earth and now is she is our angel 
from above, and that you can never 
take away from me.”

Reach Jack Dura at 701-250-8225 or 
jack.dura@bismarcktribune.com.

AMY DALRYMPLE
Bismarck Tribune 

 North Dakota oil production in-
creased 7 percent in October to an 
average of nearly 1.2 million barrels 
per day, the Department of Mineral 
Resources said Friday.

The increase of more than 78,000 
barrels a day is the largest month-
over-month oil production increase 
the state has ever recorded, said Di-
rector Lynn Helms.

“It’s an indicator of the strength 
behind the industry,” he said.

Natural gas production increased 6 
percent and surpassed 2 billion cubic 
feet per day for the first time ever, ac-
cording to preliminary figures.

The growth in natural gas produc-
tion is stressing pipelines, gas pro-
cessing plants and other infrastruc-
ture needed to reduce flaring.

In October, the statewide flar-
ing percentage was 16 percent with 
more than 320 million cubic feet per 
day flared, according to the state’s 
figures. The flaring of Bakken gas 
statewide was 15 percent, falling right ‘You took my mother’
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Morris Brickle-Hicks speaks to the family of Misty Coffelt at his sentencing on Friday in district court in Bismarck. Brickle-Hicks, shown with attorney 
James Loraas, was sentenced to life in prison without parole for the murder in April 2016.

N.D.’s oil 
production 
up 7 percent

STEPHEN OHLEMACHER  
AND MARCY GORDON
Associated Press 

 WASHINGTON — After weeks 
of quarrels, qualms and then elev-
enth-hour horse-trading, Repub-
licans revealed their huge national 
tax rewrite late Friday — along with 
announcements of support that all 
but guarantee approval next week 
in time to give President Donald 

Trump the Christmas legislative 
triumph he’s been aching for.

The legislation would slash tax 
rates for big business and lower levies 
on the richest Americans in a massive 
$1.5 trillion bill that the GOP plans to 
muscle through Congress before its 
year-end break. Benefits for most 
other taxpayers would be smaller.

“This is happening. Tax reform un-
der Republican control of Washington 
is happening,” House Speaker Paul 
Ryan of Wisconsin told rank-and-file 
members in a conference call. “Most 
critics out there didn’t think it could 
happen. ... And now we’re on the 
doorstep of something truly historic.”

According to the 1,097-page bill re-
leased late Friday, today’s 35 percent 
rate on corporations would fall to 21 
percent, the crown jewel of the mea-
sure for many Republicans. Trump 
and GOP leaders had set 20 percent 
as their goal, but added a point to free 
money for other tax cuts that won over 
wavering lawmakers in final talks.

The legislation represents the first 
major legislative achievement for the 
GOP after nearly a full year in control 
of Congress and the White House. 
It’s the widest-ranging reshaping of 
the tax code in three decades and is 
expected to add to the nation’s $20 
trillion debt. The debt is expected to 

soar by at least $1 trillion more than 
it would without the tax measure, 
according to projections.

Support is now expected from all 
Senate Republicans, ensuring narrow 
approval. Democrats are expected to 
oppose the legislation unanimously.

“Under this bill, the working 
class, middle class and upper mid-
dle class get skewered while the rich 
and wealthy corporations make out 
like bandits,” said Senate Minority 
Leader Chuck Schumer of New 
York. “It is just the opposite of what 
America needs, and Republicans will 
rue the day they pass this.”

The bill would drop today’s 39.6 

percent top rate on individuals to 37 
percent. The standard deduction — 
used by about two-thirds of house-
holds — would be nearly doubled.

Those who itemize their taxes 
face mixed results. The $1,000 per 
child tax deduction would grow to 
$2,000, with up to $1,400 available 
in IRS refunds for families who owe 
little or no taxes.

But the deduction that millions 
use in connection with state and 
local income, property and sales 
taxes would be capped at $10,000. 
Deductions for medical expenses 

Republicans reveal tax rewrite

JOHN HAGEMAN
Forum News Service 

 BISMARCK — North Dakota state 
employees gave mixed reviews in a 
wide-ranging survey about their jobs 
and workplace, according to results 
provided to reporters Friday.

More than 3,800 employees in 
Cabinet-level agencies responded 
to the survey, which was conducted 
anonymously in October. Employees 
gave a 76 percent score for the “over-
all” category of questions, represent-
ing the rate of favorable responses.

But employees rated the “my lead-
ership” category at just 56 percent, 
and “workplace culture” at 68 per-
cent. Asked whether agency leader-
ship seeks input from others before 
making important decisions, 26 per-
cent gave an unfavorable response, 

State employees 
give mixed reviews 
in workplace survey

Huge tax bill heads  
for passage as GOP 
senators fall in line

Brickle-Hicks gets  
life without parole 
for Coffelt’s murder

Britney Loghry speaks to the court 
in a statement about how her 
mother’s murder by Morris Brickle-
Hicks in April of 2016 has affected 
her life and that of her family 
members.

Infrastructure stressed 
as natural gas sets new 
record in manufacturing
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