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 For the fi rst time in eight quar-
ters, North Dakota’s taxable sales 
and purchases increased.

For April, May and June, $4.687 
billion in taxable sales and pur-
chases were made, a 6.8 percent 
increase over the same period last 
year, according to state Tax De-
partment data.

Tax Commissioner Ryan Raus-
chenberger called the report “good 
news for the state of North Dakota.”

“Our new normal is emerging 
and it is comparable to pre-oil 
boom levels,” Rauschenberger said 
in a statement.

Eight of the 15 major sectors re-
ported taxable sales and purchases 
gains when compared to the sec-
ond quarter a year ago, including 
the mining and oil extraction sec-
tor, which increased by $195.9 mil-
lion or 68.76 percent.

“We’ve been seeing an increase 
in Bakken activity. Oil production 
is moderately increasing, and rig 
counts are going up,” Rauschen-
berger said.

Oil fi eld counties Williams and 
McKenzie saw 31.9 percent and 
27.9 percent increases respectively.

Taxable sales and purchases 
were $364,482,943 in Williams 
County and $53,182,801 in McK-
enzie County.

Burleigh County had a slight 
increase in taxable sales and pur-
chases to $431,033,159, up .02 per-
cent. Morton County was up 4.75 
percent to $76,770,595. McLean 
County was up nearly 15 percent to 
$19,116,977. Mercer was up 16.96 
percent to $20,674,860.

Reach Jessica Holdman at 701-250-
8261 or jessica.holdman@bismarck-
tribune.com

JONATHAN LEMIRE 
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 UNITED NATIONS — President 
Donald Trump vowed Tuesday to 
“totally destroy North Korea” if 
the U.S. is forced to defend itself 
or its allies against the renegade 
nation’s nuclear weapons pro-
gram, making his case in a com-
bative debut speech to the U.N. 
that laid out a stark, good-vs-evil 
view of a globe riven by chaos and 
turmoil.

Trump’s broadsides against 
“rogue regimes,” North Korea 
chief among them, drew murmurs 
from the assembled world leaders 
and served as a searing salute to 
his nationalism during diplomatic 
prime time. He said it was “far 
past time” for the world to con-

front Kim Jong Un, declaring that 
the North Korean leader’s pursuit 
of nuclear weapons poses a threat 
to “the entire world with an un-
thinkable loss of human life.”

“Rocket man is on a suicide 
mission for himself and his re-
gime,” Trump said, mocking the 
North Korean leader even as he 
sketched out potentially cataclys-
mic consequences. The president 
himself decided to work the nick-
name into his speech just hours 
before he took the dais, according 
to aides.

Trump spoke of his own na-
tion’s “patience,” but said that if 
“forced to defend itself or its al-
lies, we will have no choice but to 
totally destroy North Korea.”

In U.N. speech, Trump vows to 
‘totally destroy North Korea’

TOM STROMME, TRIBUNE 

Rain threatened the Bismarck and Mandan areas on Tuesday but passing rain showers left raindrops amounting to three-hundreths of an inch, according 
to meteorologist Alex Edwards at the National Weather Service at the Bismarck Municipal Airport. Above, a view of the landmark Cowan Building in 
downtown Bismarck as a rain shower passed over the city.

Taxable 
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 MEXICO CITY — A powerful 
earthquake shook central Mexico 
on Tuesday, collapsing buildings in 
plumes of dust and killing at least 
149 people. Thousands fl ed into the 
streets in panic, and many stayed to 
help rescue those trapped.

Dozens of buildings tumbled into 
mounds of rubble or were severely 
damaged in densely populated parts 
of Mexico City and nearby states. 
Mayor Miguel Angel Mancera said 
buildings fell at 44 places in the 
capital alone as high-rises across 
the city swayed sickeningly.

Hours after the magnitude 7.1 
quake, rescue workers were still 
clawing through the wreckage of a 
primary school that partly collapsed 
in the city’s south looking for any 
children who might be trapped.

Luis Felipe Puente, head of the 
national Civil Defense agency, re-
ported Tuesday night that the con-
fi rmed death toll had been raised to 
149.

His tweet said 55 people died in 
Morelos state, just south of Mexico 
City, while 49 died in the capital 
and 32 were killed in nearby Puebla 
state, where the quake was cen-
tered. Ten people died in the State 
of Mexico, which surrounds Mexico 
City on three sides, and three were 
killed in Guerrero state, he said.

7.1 magnitude quake kills 149 in Mexico City
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Rescue workers and volunteers search a building that collapsed after an 
earthquake Tuesday in downtown Mexico City.

PATRICK SPRINGER
Forum News Service 

 Lisa Feldner, a vice chancellor 
of the North Dakota University 
System, was fi red after Chancel-
lor Mark Hagerott 
accused her of 
making derogatory 
comments about 
sta�  members 
and speculating 
that some of them 
would be termi-
nated.

Feldner, the uni-
versity system’s vice president of 
information technology and in-
stitutional research, was notifi ed 
that she had been fi red in an email 
Thursday and, more formally, in 
a letter by Hagerott on Sept. 15. 
In the letter, Hagerott informed 

NDUS vice 
chancellor fired 
for alleged 
comments
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The president of Uganda, Yoweri Museveni, addresses the United Nations 
General Assembly on Tuesday at the United Nations headquarters.

Buildings crumble, 
collapse in plumes of dust

Feldner
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