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 � Photos: History made at Winter Olympics opening ceremony
 � Video: Nathan Chen’s fall, opening ceremony highlight Olympics Day 1
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ANDREW HAFFNER
Forum News Service 

 GRAND FORKS — Almost a year 
after a coverage mandate for au-
tism therapy failed in the state Sen-
ate, North Dakota health insurers 
are beginning to roll out coverage 
of their own.

House Bill 1434 would have re-
quired insurance companies in the 
state to provide coverage for ap-
plied behavior analysis, a specific 
treatment often used to address 
the behavioral symptoms associ-
ated with autism and other disor-
ders. Before this year, that therapy 
went uncovered by insurance plans 
used by most state residents, caus-
ing many parents to pay bills out 
of pocket — a condition HB1434 
sought to remedy.

However, before the proposal’s 
defeat in the state Senate, major 
insurers expressed intent to pro-
vide coverage of their own accord. 
Blue Cross Blue Shield of North 
Dakota — the largest insurer in the 

state — and Sanford Health Plan 
both committed to providing cov-
erage for ABA treatment beginning 
Jan. 1, and now are rolling out the 
plans to do so.

Representatives from both com-
panies said Friday they have yet to 
have ABA services billed to them, 
a status none found surprising 
given the recent nature of the de-
velopment. As with any health in-
surance benefit, customers should 
call ahead to their provider to see 
what’s covered or touch base with 
a human resources representative 
at their place of work.

Kirk Zimmer, executive vice 
president of Sanford Health Plan, 
said his organization is providing 
coverage for the therapy through 
its large-group and small-group 

plans, as well as for some custom-
ers who access health coverage 
through Medicaid.

Sanford Health’s plans will in-
clude annual benefit maximums 
for ABA treatment applied in tiers 
to different age groups. ABA is con-
sidered to have the greatest possi-
ble impact on an individual with 
autism or other disorders when 
started at a young age. The Sanford 
coverage reflects that by extending 
the most possible coverage to the 
youngest bracket of children.

“What we did was study max-
imum benefit plans written into 
other states, and these are in line 
with mandated benefits in South 
Dakota and Iowa,” Zimmer said, 

ALAN FRAM
Associated Press 

 WASHINGTON — Republican 
leaders, top Democrats and Presi-
dent Donald Trump are all claiming 
big wins in the $400 billion budget 
agreement signed into law Friday. 
But the push to pass the massive 
legislation underscored enduring 
divisions within both parties, and 
those rifts are likely to make the 
next fight over immigration even 
more challenging.

In Washington’s latest display of 
governance by brinkmanship, the 
bipartisan accord bolstering mil-
itary and domestic programs and 
deepening federal deficits crossed 
the finish line just before dawn — 
but not before the government shut 
down overnight.

Passage left nerves frayed and 

N.D. insurers rolling out
autism therapy coverage

Democrats, 
Republicans  
claim big wins  
in budget deal

AMY DALRYMPLE
Bismarck Tribune 

 The budget deal approved by 
Congress and signed into law Fri-
day includes the expansion of a tax 
credit that supporters say will help 
North Dakota’s energy industry 
develop carbon capture technology 
and reduce emissions.

The two-year budget bill includes 

provisions that are identical to leg-
islation introduced by Sen. Heidi 
Heitkamp, D-N.D., that enhances 
and extends the tax credit known 
as Section 45Q.

The tax credit provides an incen-
tive for carbon capture utilization 
and storage, such as projects that 
use carbon dioxide for enhanced oil 
recovery.

Heitkamp, in an interview this 
week, said the tax credit Congress 
first created in 2008 had been too 
narrowly crafted to be effective. She 
said she introduced the FUTURE Act 
with co-sponsors from opposite 

sides of the political spectrum to 
improve the tax credit and encour-
age innovation.

“If we’re going to have a future 
for coal and new coal development, 
we’ve got to get new technology,” 
Heitkamp said.

The budget bill extends the tax 
credit for 12 years and increases the 
credit to $35 per ton for carbon that 
is captured and used for enhanced oil 
recovery, and $50 per ton of carbon 
that is captured and stored in a geo-
logic formation deep underground.

North Dakota industry leaders 
say there is huge potential to recover 

more oil from the Bakken using car-
bon dioxide for enhanced oil recov-
ery, but making the projects econom-
ically feasible has been a challenge.

Dale Niezwaag, vice president 
of government relations for Basin 
Electric Power Cooperative, said the 
new legislation removes hurdles that 
make the tax credit more accessible 
to industry.

“It helps open the door to be able 
to put technology together,” Niez-
waag said.

Projects under development in 
North Dakota could benefit from the 
tax credit, such as the Allam Cycle, 

which uses pressurized carbon di-
oxide rather than steam to generate 
power more efficiently, and Project 
Tundra, which would capture car-
bon from the flue gas at the Milton 
R. Young Station near Center.

In addition, Red Trail Energy in 
Richardton, a western North Dakota 
ethanol plant, is researching injecting 
carbon deep underground in order to 
market ethanol in California and other 
areas with low carbon fuel standards.

“We’ve got a number of things on 
the drawing board kind of waiting 

Budget deal expands tax credit

JOHN HAGEMAN
Forum News Service 

 Rep. Kevin Cramer said Friday he 
is “mildly reconsidering” his deci-
sion not to challenge Democratic 
Sen. Heidi Heitkamp.

The North Dakota Republican 
said he has received encourage-
ment from people he declined to 
name. But he said “not a lot has 
changed” and he’s focused on the 
House race.

“I want to be respectful of people 
who are asking me to reconsider,” 
Cramer said outside of a North Da-
kota GOP event in Bismarck.

Two Republican candidates have 
jumped into the U.S. Senate race: 
state Sen. Tom Campbell and for-
mer state Republican Party Chair-
man Gary Emineth.

Cramer was first elected to 
the House in 2012 and publicly 
weighed a Senate run in the Re-
publican-dominated state. In 
announcing last month he would 
run for a fourth term in the House 
instead, he said he needed to spend 
time with family.

Rep. Cramer 
‘reconsidering’ 
run for Senate

Section 45Q extension 
will help energy industry 
reduce carbon emissions

Immigration fight gets 
tougher as protections 
for ‘Dreamers’ omitted

“What we did was 
study maximum benefit 
plans written into other 
states, and these are 
in line with mandated 
benefits in South 
Dakota and Iowa.”

Kirk Zimmer,  
executive vice president  

of Sanford Health Plan
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Katie Kern, a fifth-grader at Cathedral of the Holy Spirit Elementary School, takes the wheel of an electric go-kart in the school gym on Friday afternoon to 
test the student-built vehicle. “It was fun and a really cool experience,” Kern said, after taking the go-kart for a spin. Students at Bismarck Public Schools 
Career Academy constructed the go-kart for Cathedral instructor Kay Power, who teaches fourth- and fifth-grade science classes. The go-kart will be used 
to teach students the principles of electricity. Career Academy students constructed the go-kart from scratch, with some design help from fifth-graders 
at Cathedral, and presented it to Power’s fifth-grade class on Friday. The go-kart will be used at St. Mary’s and Saint Anne’s and St. Mary’s Academy, 
according to Power.
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