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 � 5 tips — and one champ — for March Madness bracket success
 � QUIZ: Test your college men’s basketball tournament knowledge
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 The Bismarck School Board on 
Monday agreed to start negotiating 
a contract for an interim superin-
tendent with a person well known 
in the district.

Mike Heilman, who served as 
Bismarck Public Schools assistant 
superintendent for secondary 
schools from 2010 to 2014, was se-
lected to enter into 
contract negotia-
tions for the short-
term position until 
the board hires a 
permanent super-
intendent.

Board members 
agreed hiring Hei-
lman would give 
them ample time to find qualified 
candidates and interview them for 
the long-term position, a process 
that could take months. Heilman 
would only serve for the 2018-19 
school year.

“I think we’re very fortunate to 
have someone like him that we can 
tap,” said Board Member Jon Lee, 
who said he spoke with Heilman 
about his qualifications for the job.

Terms of the contract will be ne-
gotiated and needs board approval. 
Board President Karl Lembke said 
it is possible a contract will be 
ready for approval at their next 
meeting on March 26.

Heilman is the current Burleigh 
County superintendent of schools. 
He was also the principal of Cen-
tury High School for six years be-
fore replacing former Assistant 
Superintendent John Salwei.

school option tabled 
The right proposal at the wrong 

time.
Bismarck School Board members 

said a plan to open a new, opt-in 
public elementary school should be 
put on hold as they deal with hiring 
a new person to lead the district, 
overcrowding in schools and bud-
get constraints.

A group of teachers, administra-
tors and staff members proposed 
the idea to the Bismarck School 
Board late last month.

A district Elementary Facilities 
Committee originally proposed 
the idea to the board last year. The 
school, which was recommended 
to be housed at the Hughes Edu-
cational Center, would align with 
recently passed state legislation 
that allows districts to apply for a 

MARY CLARE JALONICK
Associated Press 

 WASHINGTON — Republicans 
on the House Intelligence Com-
mittee have completed a draft 
report concluding there was no 
collusion or coordination be-
tween Donald Trump’s presiden-
tial campaign and Russia, a finding 
that pleased the White House but 
enraged Democrats who had not 
yet seen the document.

After a yearlong investigation, 
Texas Rep. Mike Conaway an-
nounced Monday that the com-
mittee has finished interviewing 
witnesses and will share the report 
with Democrats for the first time 
Tuesday. Conaway is the Republi-
can leading the House probe, one 
of several investigations on Russian 
meddling in the 2016 elections.

“We found no evidence of col-

lusion,” Conaway told reporters 
Monday, suggesting that those 
who believe there was are reading 
too many spy novels. “We found 

perhaps some bad judgment, inap-
propriate meetings, inappropriate 
judgment in taking meetings. But 
only Tom Clancy or Vince Flynn or 

someone else like that could take 
this series of inadvertent con-
tacts with each other, or meetings 
or whatever, and weave that into 
sort of a fiction page-turner, spy 
thriller.”

Hours later, Trump tweeted his 
own headline of the report in ex-
cited capital letters: “THE HOUSE 
INTELLIGENCE COMMITTEE 
HAS, AFTER A 14 MONTH LONG 
IN-DEPTH INVESTIGATION, 
FOUND NO EVIDENCE OF COL-
LUSION OR COORDINATION 
BETWEEN THE TRUMP CAM-
PAIGN AND RUSSIA TO INFLU-
ENCE THE 2016 PRESIDENTIAL 
ELECTION.”

Conaway previewed some of the 
conclusions, but said the public 
will not see the report until Dem-
ocrats have reviewed it and the in-
telligence community has decided 
what information can become 
public, a process that could take 
weeks. Democrats are expected 
to issue a separate report with far 

No Trump, Russia collusion
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reLIcs OF saINT PIO 

On Monday, a collection of relics of Saint Pio of Pietrelcina were on display in the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit in Bismarck from 6 a.m. to 10 p.m. as part 
of a 40-city tour marking 50 years since his death in 1968. Known worldwide as Padre Pio, a spokesperson who accompanied Saint Pio’s relics, Luciano 
Lamonarca, told a group of second-graders to “pray, hope and don’t worry.” Above, from left, Cathedral School second-graders Joshua Gray, Brekka Rud 
and Mya Jones listen as teacher Kleo McLeod points out relic details. At right, Tammy Martian, holding daughter Theresa, 1, shows daughters Anna, 6, and 
Joya, 8, the displayed relics. Padre Pio was a Capuchin monk who lived in Italy and was known for piety and charity.

Interim 
superintendent 
contract to be 
negotiated
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 The Legislature’s Administrative 
Rules Committee approved a new 
set of oil and gas rules Monday, but 
regulations that add transparency to 
royalty statements won’t take effect 
until July 2019.

The new rules require oil compa-

nies to clearly identify the amount 
and purpose of each deduction taken 
from royalty payments.

Bruce Hicks, assistant director 
for the North Dakota Oil and Gas 
Division, said regulators heard from 
royalty owners who are frustrated 
about deductions taken from their 
payments and the lack of informa-
tion explaining them.

“Royalty owners indicated that, 
when they asked for any type of fol-
lowup on this, they get really vague 
and ambiguous statements,” Hicks 
said.

The rules require any deductions 
taken from oil and gas royalties to be 
labeled under categories of trans-
portation, processing, compression 
and administrative costs.

The requirement takes effect July 
1, 2019, to give oil companies time to 
comply. In addition, Hicks said the 
date will allow time to respond if 
legislators decide to further address 
the royalty statement issue during 
the 2019 session.

Sen. Kelly Armstrong, R-Dick-
inson, a member of the committee, 
said he thinks the rule will resolve 

many of the concerns royalty own-
ers have regarding deductions taken 
from their payments.

“I think a lot of the animosity out 
there is because it’s very difficult to 
get the information,” Armstrong 
said.

Brady Pelton, government affairs 
manager for the North Dakota Pe-
troleum Council, said a preliminary 
estimate shows it will cost about 
$500,000 per operator to upgrade 
software systems to comply.

The industry group has a task 
force that is working on implement-

ing the requirements, he said.
Gov. Doug Burgum, chairman of 

the North Dakota Industrial Com-
mission, said in December that oil 
companies could be proactive and 
comply earlier.

Also Monday, the committee gave 
unanimous approval to other oil and 
gas rules that will take effect April 1.

The other rules include a require-
ment for companies to file a docu-
ment known as a sundry notice for 
a spill that is not adequately cleaned 

New oil rules get final OK

House Intelligence 
Committee Republicans 
complete draft report
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Rep. Mike Conaway, R-Texas, left, walks March 8 in the Capitol in 
Washington. Republicans on the House intelligence committee have 
completed a draft report concluding there was no collusion or coordination 
between Donald Trump’s presidential campaign and Russia.
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