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 NEW YORK — A man in a rented 
pickup truck mowed down pedes-
trians and cyclists along a busy bike 
path near the World Trade Center 
memorial on Tuesday, killing at 
least eight and seriously injuring 11 
in what the mayor called “a partic-
ularly cowardly act of terror.”

The driver was shot in the ab-

domen by police after jumping out 
of the truck with what turned out 
to be a fake gun in each hand and 
shouting what witnesses said was 
“Allahu Akbar,” Arabic for “God is 
great,” authorities said. The man 
underwent surgery and was in crit-
ical condition but was expected to 
survive.

O�  cials who weren’t autho-
rized to discuss the investigation 
and spoke on the condition of an-
onymity identifi ed the attacker as 
29-year-old Sayfullo Saipov and 
said he is from Uzbekistan and came 
to the U.S. legally in 2010. The of-
fi cials said Saipov has a Florida 

driver’s license and may have been 
staying in New Jersey, and a family 
friend described roots he had in 
Ohio, where he lived years ago and 
was a commercial truck driver.

The driver in Tuesday’s attack 
barreled along the bike path in a 
rented Home Depot truck for the 
equivalent of about 14 blocks, or 
around eight-tenths of a mile, be-
fore slamming into a small yellow 
school bus. The mayhem and the 
burst of police gunfi re set o�  panic 
in the neighborhood and left the 
pavement strewn with mangled 
bicycles and bodies that were soon 
covered with sheets.

“I saw a lot of blood over there. 
A lot of people on the ground,” said 
Chen Yi, an Uber driver.

Eugene Du� y, a chef at a water-
front restaurant, said, “So many 
police came, and they didn’t know 
what was happening. People were 
screaming. Females were screaming 
at the top of their lungs.”

Police closed o�  streets across the 
western edge of lower Manhattan 
along the Hudson River, and o�  cers 
rushed into the neighborhood just 
as people were preparing for Hal-
loween festivities, including the big 
annual parade through Greenwich 
Village.

A police bomb squad scoured the 
truck but found no explosives.

“This was an act of terror, and a 
particularly cowardly act of terror 
aimed at innocent civilians, aimed 
at people going about their lives 
who had no idea what was about to 
hit them,” Mayor Bill de Blasio said.

New York and other cities around 
the globe have been on high alert 
against attacks by extremists in ve-
hicles. The Islamic State group has 
been exhorting its followers to mow 
down people, and England, France 
and Germany have seen deadly 

Motorist mows down eight in N.Y.
Driver barrels along 
busy bike path before 
being shot by police
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 A Mid Dakota Clinic doctor says 
most her patients don’t want a 
merger with Sanford Health.

Dr. Janice Bury, an OB-GYN at 
Mid Dakota’s Women’s Health 
Center, took the stand Tuesday in 
the second of a four-day hearing in 
U.S. District Court seeking an in-
junction in the Federal Trade Com-
mission’s anti-trust suit against 
Mid Dakota and Sanford.

The injunction would put a hold 
on merger talks between the two 
entities until a formal FTC hear-
ing Nov. 28 in Washington, D.C., 
according to court fi lings.

“Every day patients ask me, 
‘What is going on?’” she said, and 
most don’t express support for 
the merger, she added. “I think if 
anyone asked people on the street, 
eyes would be opened.”

In addition to patients sharing 
concerns, Bury, one of Mid Dako-
ta’s physician shareholders who 
voted against the merger, testifi ed 
about concerns of her own.

“I don’t believe it’s the right 
thing to do,” she said. “It’s healthy 
(for patients) to have the right to 
choose … If you remove compe-
tition, you’re doing a disservice.”

Bury also testifi ed she has 
worked both for and with CHI St. 
Alexius Health in a number of ca-
pacities over her decades long ca-
reer and feels a loyalty to the or-
ganization. She said many of her 
patients are loyal to the hospital 
system as well.

In early 2015, Mid Dakota was in 
talks with both Sanford and CHI 
St. Alexius Health over potential 
mergers. In spring 2016, Mid Da-
kota lawyers said CHI St. Alexius 
walked away for undisclosed rea-
sons.

Bury said, should the merger be 
allowed to go through, she is con-
sidering a couple of options. She 
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 FARGO — Dwindling grassland 
remnants in the Great Plains con-
tinued their decline last year with 
the loss of 2.5 million acres con-
sumed by expanding crop pro-
duction.

The reduction, which included 
a loss of 266,127 grassland acres 
in North Dakota, was tallied by a 
“Plowprint” report recently re-
leased by the World Wildlife Fund.

The loss of grassland acres has 
been an ongoing concern to con-
servationists. The longstanding 
trend accelerated a few years ago 
when high crop prices enticed 
farmers to expand their cropland. 

The trend continued in 2016, al-
though at a slower rate, even with 
the more recent drop in farm com-

modity prices, the World Wildlife 
Fund report said.

The previous year, 2015, 3.7 mil-

lion grassland acres disappeared 
due to crop conversion. Since 
2009, about 8 percent of grasslands 
in the Great Plains have been lost 
to crop expansion, according to the 
World Wildlife Fund report.

“Converting these grasslands 
impairs their ability to o� er ser-
vices, such as providing habitat 
for wildlife, storing carbon, sta-
bilizing the soil, connecting mi-
gration corridors and fi ltering and 
retaining water for communities in 
this region and downstream,” the 
World Wildlife Fund report said. 
“It is their dual role in providing 
for human communities and wild-
life that makes the conservation of 
these grasslands so critical.”

Grasslands are an “absolutely 
underappreciated ecosystem,” said 
Martha Kaufman, the World Wild-
life Fund’s managing director for 

Crops eating up the Great Plains
Crops continue to 
convert grassland 
acres into cropland
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Grassland and wetland terrain in the Missouri Coteau, part of the Prairie 
Pothole Region in North Dakota. 
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of her patients don’t 
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Trick-or-treating in Mandan on Ninth Avenue Northwest are from left, Mason Zander, 11, who dressed as a “hockey clown,” Jayden Brobst, 11, who was a 
“scary clown” and Hannah Brobst, 14, who dressed as a “hippie.”
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