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 WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump’s health secretary 
resigned Friday, after his costly 
travel triggered investigations that 
overshadowed the administration’s 
agenda and angered his boss. Tom 
Price’s regrets and partial repay-
ment couldn’t save his job.

The Health and Human 
Services secretary be-
came the fi rst member of 
the president’s Cabinet 
to be pushed out in a tur-
bulent young administra-
tion that has seen several 
high-ranking White House 
aides ousted. A former 
GOP congressman from 
the Atlanta suburbs, Price served 

less than eight months.
Publicly, Trump had said 

he was “not happy” with 
Price for repeatedly using 
private charter aircraft for 
o�  cial trips on the taxpay-
er’s dime, when cheaper 
commercial fl ights would 
have done in many cases.

Privately, Trump has 
been telling associates in recent 

days that his health chief had be-
come a distraction. Trump felt that 
Price was overshadowing his tax 
overhaul agenda and undermining 
his campaign promise to “drain the 
swamp” of corruption, according 
to three people familiar with the 
discussions who spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity.

BARRY AMUNDSON
Forum News Service 

 RAPID CITY, S.D. — Sixteen 
more people from Nebraska to 
North Dakota have been indicted 
for the illegal tra�  cking of eagle 
and endangered migratory bird 
feathers and parts in South Dakota.

The men and women, many 
listed along with the name of 
pawn shops they were associated 
with across western and central 
South Dakota, are in addition to 
the 15 individuals who were in-
dicted earlier this year as a result 
of a two-year undercover opera-
tion dubbed Project Dakota Flyer.

The indictments, unsealed Fri-
day in Rapid City, this time in-
cluded the arrests of 13 people or 
pawn shop owners from South 
Dakota and one person each from 
North Dakota, Nebraska and Idaho.

Ages of those indicted ranged 
from 20 to 74.

The North Dakotan arrested was 
Sheldon Tree Top, 43, of Mandan, 
charged with violations of the 
Bald and Golden Eagle Protection 
Act and Lacey Act.

From Nebraska, Jason Broder-
sen, 46, of Omaha, was indicted 
for eagle protection violations, 
and from Idaho, Manuel Lieras, 
39, of Pocatello,  was charged with 
violating the Migratory Bird Treaty 
Act.

Also indicted for violating eagle 
protection laws from South Da-
kota were Christopher Pomani, 37, 
of Chamberlain, Michael Pomani, 
20, of Fort Thompson, Arvella Po-
mani, 35, of Pierre, Wanda Dupris, 
44, of Eagle Butte, and Larry Be-
litz, 74, of Hot Springs.

An individual indicted for vio-
lating the migratory bird act from 
South Dakota was Melinda Sue 
Relf, 37, of Pine Ridge.

16 indicted 
for tra�cking 
eagle feathers

AMY DALRYMPLE
Bismarck Tribune 

 Family members who took their 
fi ght over oil and gas minerals to the 
North Dakota Supreme Court said 
they’re “elated” over an opinion is-

sued this week in their favor.
The Supreme Court reversed an 

earlier ruling in a court case involv-
ing the William S. Wilkinson family 
and the North Dakota Board of Uni-
versity and School Lands, sending 
the case back to district court.

The Supreme Court, in the opin-
ion released late Thursday, also 
ruled that new legislation adopted 
this past session related to miner-
als under Lake Sakakawea and the 

Missouri River should apply retro-
actively to the mineral dispute.

Jon Patch, a descendant of the 
Wilkinson family, called the ruling 
“a big win for those who care about 
personal property rights.”

The family argues the state took 
their oil and gas mineral rights from 
property acquired by the federal 
government for the construction of 
the Garrison Dam.

North Dakota legislators earlier 

this year adopted Senate Bill 2134, 
which clarifi es that the state does 
not own minerals under Lake Saka-
kawea and sets up a process to defi ne 
the ordinary high water mark of the 
Missouri River channel as it existed 
before the Garrison Dam.

The family’s attorney, Joshua 
Swanson, said he believes that, if 
the district court applies the new 
legislation, the Wilkinsons should 
be the party to end up with the min-

eral rights.
The Supreme Court also ruled 

that the Wilkinsons are entitled to 
compensation if the government’s 
action results in a “taking” of min-
eral interests.

Attorney General Wayne Steneh-
jem said in a statement Friday that 
his o�  ce will consult with the De-
partment of Trust Lands and the 

Family ‘elated’ over court ruling

MIKE MCCLEARY, TRIBUNE 

TAILGATING AT HOMECOMING
Perry Schlosser, middle, looks over his options of meat as Rick Himmelspach tends the portable grill, loaded with cheese burgers and brats, during a 
tailgate party before the Mandan High School football game Friday evening in front of the new Starion Sports Complex in north Mandan. Himmelspach’s 
son, Carter, a senior lineman, and the team played host to Bismarck Legacy High School for their homecoming game as the inaugural event at the $23 
million complex featuring a football stadium, two ice hockey sheets and gymnastics arena.

MARCIA DUNN
Associated Press 

 CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. — 
SpaceX chief Elon Musk’s elabo-
rate plan for a mega-rocket to carry 
astronauts to Mars may have some 
down-to-Earth applications.

At a conference in Australia on 
Friday, Musk said if you build a 
ship capable of going to the moon 
and Mars, why not use it for high-

speed transport here at home. He 
proposes using his still-in-the-
design phase rocket for launch-
ing passengers from New York to 
Shanghai in 39 minutes fl at.

Los Angeles to New York, or Los 
Angeles to Honolulu in 25 minutes. 
London to Dubai in 29 minutes.

“Most of what people consider 
to be long-distance trips would 
be completed in less than half an 
hour,” Musk said to applause and 
cheers at the International Astro-
nautical Congress in Adelaide.

A seat should cost about the 
same as a full-fare economy plane 
ticket, he noted later via Insta-

gram.
Friday’s address was a follow-up 

to one he gave to the group last 
September in Mexico, where he 
unveiled his grand scheme for 
colonizing Mars. He described a 
slightly scaled-down 348-foot-
tall rocket and announced that 
the private space company aims 
to launch two cargo missions to 
Mars in 2022.

“That’s not a typo,” he said, 
pausing, as charts appeared on a 
large screen. “Although it is aspi-
rational.”

SpaceX: Rocket to Shanghai

ASSOCIATED PRESS, PROVIDED BY SPACEX 

This artist’s rendering made available by Elon Musk on Friday shows SpaceX’s 
new mega-rocket design at the International Space Station. With the 350-foot-tall 
spacecraft, Musk announced that his private space company aims to launch two 
cargo missions to Mars in 2022.
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