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“Seeking to fi nd and publish the truth, that the people of a great state 
might have a light by which to guide their destiny.”

Stella Mann, Tribune publisher, 1939

 It’s not easy for someone starting over after serving time in prison. 
Finding housing and a job can be di�  cult, putting the former convict 
in an immediate bind.
The reluctance to rent to a former prisoner or hire them can be un-

derstandable. It takes a major mistake to land someone in prison and 
questions follow them after they get out. Can they be trusted to show up 
for work? Will they do good work? Will they pay their rent on time? Will 
they not abuse drugs and alcohol?

Like it or not, former convicts have to live with a lot of baggage. How-
ever, it’s essential society gives them a second chance at productive lives. 
We can’t a� ord to recycle people through our prison system. In two sto-
ries Sunday, reporter Jessica Holdman looked at challenges facing former 
convicts and the available programs to help them move back into society.

North Dakota o�  cials and groups have been working the last few years 
on a variety of programs to reduce the recidivism rate. The Tribune Edi-
torial Board has been supportive of these reforms.

There are private groups working with former prisoners like Ministry 
on the Margins, a volunteer organization that supports those in transi-
tion by providing meals, a food pantry and prison-to-society support. 
Centre Inc., a halfway house in Mandan, also provides help.

The North Dakota Department of Corrections hired its fi rst workforce 
resource coordinator in October. Mandy Heberholz has the responsibility 
of implementing programs to help inmates with job skills. She worked 
with Job Service North Dakota to organize a Second Chance Job Fair. It 
brought together employers who indicated a willingness to hire former 
prisoners with some inmates from the Missouri River Correctional Cen-
ter. DOCR sta�  helped the inmates with resumes and coached them on 
interviews. Job Service will host a multi-industry job fair on April 10 and 
some inmates might be able to attend.

Other e� orts cited in Holdman’s stories include o� ering inmates 
supervised internet access so they can upload resumes and start job 
searches before being released. A Toastmasters group has been organized 
at the state penitentiary by Heberholz. Rough Rider Industries continues 
to train prisoners in a variety of jobs. Rough Rider works with Bismarck 
State College to certify inmates in eight types of welding.

The Free Through Recovery program was recently launched. The Leg-
islature approved $7 million for the e� ort to be guided by human services 
and corrections o�  cials. They will tap into social service, mental health, 
religious and cultural organizations throughout state to prevent those on 
probation from re-o� ending.

All these programs have the same goal: create productive citizens. The 
programs won’t succeed without the help of the public. There needs to 
be a willingness by employers and landlords to give former prisoners a 
second chance.

If the prison system continues to improve how it prepares inmates 
for life outside the walls it will be easier for the public to accept them. It 
won’t happen overnight, but success means in the long run there will be 
fewer people behind bars.

Democrats redoing 
message to voters

 The Democrats have started to 
redo their message to make it look 
more palatable for the voters but, 
as voters, we must remember their 
core values.

The murder of unborn children 
must be kept legal. Case in point 
was Sen. Heidi Heitkamp high-fi v-
ing Sen. Chuck Schumer after she 
voted not to restrict the murderous 
practice of abortion in any way.

The country must be kept di-
vided over various issues, so as 
to always have victims to vote for 

them. Instead of an “All Lives” 
matter movement they support the 
Black Lives Matter movement.

They put the rights of LGBTQ 
radicals before the religious rights 
guaranteed in the Constitution, 
leading to lawsuits against Chris-
tian groups and businesses.

They also put the dreams of ille-
gal/criminal immigrants above the 
dreams of our own kids and grand-
kids let alone our veterans who 
gave their time and lives to protect 
this country.

They refuse to enforce current 
immigration laws to keep our 
country safe from drug lords and 
terrorists.

Sadly some churches agree with 
this agenda to bring down this 
country, they need to dust o�  their 
Bibles and read what God actually 
says. 

But all is not lost, the Bible says 
in 2 Chronicles 7:14 “if My people 
who are called by My name will 
humble themselves and pray and 
seek My face and turn from their 
wicked ways then I will hear from 
heaven and forgive their sin and 
heal their land.”

Let us turn once again to God 
who has blessed this country 
immensely from the time of the 
founding fathers till now.

 Steven Moen, Minot

 In last weekend’s New York 
Times Magazine there is a long 
profi le of a new kind of peda-

gogy unique to our particular stage 
of civilization. It’s called “porn 
literacy,” and it involves explain-
ing to young people whose sexual 
coming-of-age is being mediated 
by watching online gangbangs that 

actually hard-core 
pornography is not 
an appropriate guide 
to how the sexes 
should relate.

 For anyone who 
grew up with the 
ideals of post-sex-
ual revolution lib-
eralism, there is a 
striking pathos to 

these educators’ e� orts. The sex 
education programs in my mostly 
liberal schools featured a touching 
faith from the adults in charge that 
they were engaged in a great work 
of enlightenment, that with the 
right curricula they could roll back 
the forces of repression and make 
sexuality a place of egalitarian 
pleasure and safety for us all.

Compared to those idealists, 
the people teaching “porn liter-
acy” have accepted a sweeping 
pedagogical defeat. They take for 
granted that the most important 
sex education may take place on 
Pornhub, that the purpose of their 
work is essentially remedial, and 
that there is no escape from the 
world that porn has made.

Which at the moment there 
is not. But we are supposed to 
be in the midst of a great sexual 
reassessment, a clearing-out of 
assumptions that serve misogyny 
and impose bad sex on semi-will-
ing women. And such a reassess-
ment will be incomplete if it never 
reconsiders our surrender to the 
idea that many teenagers, most 
young men especially, will get their 
sex education from online smut.

This surrender was not inev-
itable. It was only a generation 
ago that the unlikely (or was it?) 
alliance of feminists and religious 
conservatives made the regulation 

of pornography a live political de-
bate. But between the individual-
istic drift of society, the invention 
of the internet, and the failure of 
the Dworkin-Falwell alliance’s 
predictions that porn would lead to 
rising rates of rape, the anti-porn 
case was marginalized — with re-
ligious conservatism’s surrender 
to Donald Trump’s playboy candi-
dacy a seeming coup de grace.

Except it doesn’t have to be. 
Trump’s grotesqueries have stirred 
up a feminist reaction that’s 
more moralistic and less gamely 
sex-positive than the Clinton-jus-
tifying variety, and there’s no 
necessary reason why its moral-
istic gaze can’t extend to our porn 
addiction. And indeed, I think the 
part of the #MeToo movement 
that’s interested in discussing 
sexual unhappiness and not just 
sexual harassment clearly wants to 
talk about pornography, even if it 
doesn’t quite realize that yet.

Consider the narratives that 
are touchstones for this part of 
the discussion — the New Yorker 
bad-sex short story “Cat Person” 
and the controversial fi rst-per-
son account of being not-raped 
by Aziz Ansari (jointly described 
by one Twitter jester as an “eth-
nography of the degree to which 
millennial sex is a joyless mimetic 
spamming of half-remembered 
porn tropes”), as well as more so-
ciological accounts of the ubiquity 
of female sexual unhappiness and 
pain.

In many of them, you see a kind 
of female revulsion, not against 
Harvey Weinstein-style apex 
predators, but against the very dif-
ferent sort of male personality that 
a pornographic education seems to 
produce: a breed at once entitled 
and resentful, angry and under-
motivated, “woke” and caddish, 
shaped by unprecedented possi-
bilities for sexual gratifi cation and 
frustrated that real women are less 
available and more complicated 
than the version on their screen.

Such men would exist without 
industrial-scale porn, but porn 

selects for them, as it selects for a 
romantic landscape like our own: 
ever-more-liberated and ever-
less-erotic, trending Japan-ward 
in its gulf between the sexes, with 
marriage and children and sex it-
self in shared decline.

So if you want better men by any 
standard, there is every reason to 
regard ubiquitous pornography as 
an obstacle — and to suspect that 
between virtual reality and creepy 
forms of customization, its infl u-
ence is only likely to get worse.

But unlike many structural 
forces with which moralists of the 
left and right contend, porn is also 
just a product — something made 
and distributed and sold, and 
therefore subject to regulation and 
restriction if we so desire.

The belief that it should not be 
restricted is a mistake; the belief 
that it cannot be censored is a su-
perstition. Law and jurisprudence 
changed once and can change 
again, and while you can fi nd any-
thing somewhere on the internet, 
making hard-core porn something 
to be quested after in dark cor-
ners would dramatically reduce 
its pedagogical role, its cultural 
normalcy, its power over libidos 
everywhere.

That we cannot imagine such 
censorship is part of our larger 
inability to imagine any escape 
from the online world’s immersive 
power, even as we harbor growing 
doubts about its infl uence upon 
our psyches.

But in this sense porn also pres-
ents an opportunity to reconsider 
the tendency to just drift along 
with technological immersion, 
a chance where the moral stakes 
are sharpened to prove we don’t 
have to accept enslavement to our 
screens.

Feminists should take it. We 
should all take it. It is not only de-
cency but eros itself that waits to 
be regained.

Ross Douthat writes for the New York 
Times. His syndicated column appears 
on Wednesdays.

Training key 
for inmates 
starting over
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