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ake Winnipeg is the 6th largest lake in 

Canada at 9,465 square miles and the 

11th largest freshwater lake in the world! 

It is the only place that we are aware of 

where “greenbacks” can be caught: a 

walleye with brilliant, holographic, emerald green col-

oration. We have truly never seen anything like it! Not 

only are they green, but they also grow to monstrous 

proportions. We have been told that the green color-

ation is due to the limestone minerals which are promi-

nent within the sediment of the lake.

During our recent trip there, our group consistently 

caught fi sh in the 20 to 26 inch range, with a few 

touching 30 inches long. A 30 inch greenback on Win-

nipeg during the late ice period is approximately 11 

pounds in weight!

Since Lake Winnipeg is relatively devoid of any type of 

bottom structure, most of the guides and intelligent 

anglers zero in on the ice heaves and ridges. The rough 

edges below these ridges provide cover for the bait in 

the lake; and where there’s bait, there’s big, hungry 

walleyes chasing them. Many of our fi sh were caught 

just below the ice next to the ice heaves.

The lures we used consisted primarily of long, light, 

trolling spoons tipped with frozen, salted, and pre-

served shiners. In addition, we also used lipless, rat-

tling crankbaits, which are typically used when casting 

for largemouth bass. It seemed like ripping the lipless 

crankbaits called the fi sh in with their loud, rattling 

sound, and then the fi sh would hit the spoons. Either 

way, these greenbacks would strike our baits with a ve-

racity that we have rarely experienced while ice fi shing 

for walleyes anywhere in the states.

In addition, we had to use electronics as many of the 

fi sh we caught were suspended. We were using a Hum-

minbird unit called the Helix Ice 7 and the marks we 

saw were prominent. Once we saw a fi sh on the graph, 

we had to immediately bring the lure up to the fi sh and 


