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JONATHAN LANDRUM JR.
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 ATLANTA — Martin Luther King 
Jr.’s children and the pastor of an At-
lanta church where he preached de-
cried disparaging remarks President 
Donald Trump is said to have made 
about African countries, while pro-
tests between Haitian immigrants 
and Trump supporters broke out 
near the president’s Florida resort 
Monday, the o�  cial federal holiday 
honoring King.

At gatherings across the nation, 
activists, residents and teachers 
honored the late civil rights leader 
on what would have been his 89th 
birthday and ahead of the 50th an-
niversary of his assassination in 
Memphis, Tenn.

Trump marked his fi rst Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day as president 
bu� eted by claims that during a 
meeting with senators on immigra-
tion last week, he used a vulgarity 
to describe African countries and 
questioned the need to allow more 
Haitians into the U.S. He also is 
said to have asked why the coun-
try couldn’t have more immigrants 
from nations like Norway.

In Washington, King’s eldest son, 
Martin Luther King III, criticized 
Trump, saying, “When a president 
insists that our nation needs more 
citizens from white states like Nor-
way, I don’t even think we need to 
spend any time even talking about 
what it says and what it is.”

He added, “We got to fi nd a way 
to work on this man’s heart.”

In Atlanta, King’s 
daughter, The Rev. 
Bernice King, told 
hundreds of peo-
ple who packed 
the pews of the 
Ebenezer Baptist 
Church that they 
“cannot allow the 
nations of the world 

to embrace the words that come 
from our president as a refl ection 
of the true spirit of America.”

BLAIR EMERSON
Bismarck Tribune 

 While watching the Vikings 
playo�  game Sunday night, Clint 
Clendenen was overrun by emo-
tion.

When it appeared the Vikings 
might not win, he left the room 
and sat at his computer to see what 
people were talking about online.

Clendenen, whose nickname 
is “Mr. Viking,” is a mega-fan of 
the Minnesota football team. He 
drives a purple and gold 1981 Ford 
Courier pickup, equipped with 
steel horns.

His emotions on Sunday were 
“up, down,” he said. He wasn’t 
watching the game when Stefon 
Diggs scored the game-winning 
touchdown; all he heard was his 

wife yell, “The Vikings won!” and 
he immediately jumped up and ran 
to the TV, scaring his Pomeranian, 
Turbo.

It’s no surprise the diehard Vi-
kings fan was overwhelmed and 

started crying after he looked at 
the fi nal score on the screen, 29-24.

His purple and gold truck with 
the license plate reading, “MR. VI-
KNG,” is a staple in the Bismarck 
community, but some people 

may wonder, who is Mr. Viking? 
And why would he want to drive a 
razzle-dazzle of a vehicle around 
town?

“(People) love it. Every time I 
take it out, they try to take pictures. 
I tell them, ‘Pictures are free but an 
autograph is 10 bucks,’” he laughs.

Last year, when the Vikings were 
6-0, Clendenen said his friend of-
fered to fashion horns for his truck. 
So, they cut steel, bought 10 cans 
of spray-paint and painted them. 
(They later had to reinforce the 
horns because, on the road, they 
vibrated too much.)

Clendenen met a Bismarck Tri-
bune reporter and a photographer 
at his apartment in Bismarck on 
Monday afternoon, where his 
pickup sat proudly on display next 
to his driveway; his beloved dog 
barked excitedly at his feet.

Who is Mr. Viking?
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Bismarck’s Clint Clendenen, aka “Mr. Viking,” holds a Minnesota Vikings game helmet next to his purple and gold painted vehicle on Monday afternoon. 
Clendenen called the Vikings win on Sunday over the New Orleans Saints “the best game ever” and North Dakota’s Dave Osborn his all-time favorite Viking.
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 FORT YATES — Members of the 
Standing Rock Sioux Tribe called 
Monday for a greater sense of ur-
gency and more law enforcement 
resources to solve cases of missing 
and murdered Native American 
people.

Sen. Heidi Heitkamp, D-N.D., 
organized a meeting with tribal 
leaders, the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation, the Bureau of Indian 

A� airs, the U.S. Marshals, the 
North Dakota Bureau of Criminal 
Investigation and others to hear di-
rectly from tribal members who are 
overrepresented in violent crime 
statistics.

Scott Davis, North Dakota Indian 
A� airs Commissioner, emphasized 
the need to develop tribal proce-
dures for responding to missing 
person cases.

“When does the clock begin 
when one of our relatives goes 
missing?” said Davis, a member of 
the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe.

Carmen O’Leary, executive di-
rector of the Native Women’s So-
ciety of the Great Plains, said miss-
ing person reports should be given a 

higher priority by law enforcement.
“Often, there isn’t a report taken, 

there isn’t a complaint, there isn’t 
a search,” O’Leary said. “Given the 
rates of violence against Native 
women, I think our response should 
be more like an Amber Alert for a 
missing person when we hear that 
a Native woman is missing.”

Heitkamp said the response af-
ter Olivia Lone Bear was reported 
missing last fall at Fort Berthold 
was not immediate enough.

“That whole situation reminds 
us that we need better protocols 
when someone goes missing,” 
Heitkamp said.

O’Leary, who works with pro-
grams that serve sexual assault 

and domestic violence victims, is 
working to train victim advocates 
in tribal communities to also sup-
port families of people who are 
reported missing. She added that 
missing person cases also involve 
Native men.

“There’s a lot of shame around 
these things, and a lot of victim 
blaming when women go missing. 
That does silence people and isolate 
people,” O’Leary said.

Standing Rock Sioux Chairman 
Mike Faith said the reservation 
needs more law enforcement o�  -
cers, and he’s worried the current 
o�  cers are in danger of burning out.

Tribal cases highlighted
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Standing Rock Chairman Mike Faith 
and Sen. Heidi Heitkamp, D-N.D., held a 
meeting Monday at the Standing Rock tribal 
chambers with federal, state and tribal 
o�  cials regarding missing and murdered 
Native men and women.

Standing Rock members 
call more urgency for 
missing, murdered

Fan overrun by emotion 
after Sunday game

 Clint Clendenen’s license plate sports his nickname and has special meaning 
to the life-long fan of the Minnesota Vikings football team.
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