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Event to showcase 28 varieties of 
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BLAIR EMERSON
Bismarck Tribune 

 Michelle Slaughter, of Hebron, 
and her friend, Heidi Barman, of 
Dickinson, were two of the thou-
sands of people whose love for 
country music had brought them 
to the Route 91 Harvest Festival.

She and a group of about 
12 others from Dickinson and 
Williston arrived in Las Vegas 
Thursday for the three-day fes-
tival, which turned deadly on 
Sunday when a gunman from 
the 32nd floor of Mandalay Bay 
Resort and Casino opened fire on 
the crowd, killing 59 people and 
injuring more than 500.

Luckily, no one in their group 
was injured. Slaughter, reached 
by phone early Tuesday, said 
they all arrived home Monday 
evening.

“We were running for our 
lives,” Slaughter said of the mo-
ments after a burst of gunfire.

She and Barman were standing 
in an open area at the concert, 
about 20 feet from the crowd 
next to the main stage. They 
— like many who attended the 
event — heard what sounded like 
fireworks being shot off.

“Well, you’re not thinking 
there’s machine guns raining 
down on you. So, I’m looking at 
the stage … Is it fireworks? Kind 
of weird,” said Slaughter, who 
didn’t think much of it.

KEN RITTER AND MIKE BALSAMO
Associated Press 

 LAS VEGAS — The Las Vegas gun-
man transferred $100,000 overseas 
in the days before the attack and 
planned the massacre so meticulously 
that he even set up cameras inside the 
peephole of his high-rise hotel room 
and on a service cart outside his door, 
apparently to spot anyone coming for 
him, authorities said Tuesday.

Meanwhile, investigators are tak-
ing a harder look at the shooter’s 
girlfriend and what she might have 
known about the attack at a country 
music festival, with the sheriff nam-
ing her a “person of interest” and say-
ing the FBI is bringing her back to the 
U.S. on Wednesday for questioning.

Authorities are trying to determine 
why Stephen Paddock killed 59 peo-
ple in the deadliest mass shooting in 
modern U.S. history.

They have been speaking with girl-
friend Marilou Danley, 62, who was 
out the country at the time of the 
shooting and in the Philippines on 

Tuesday, and “we anticipate some 
information from her shortly,” Sheriff 
Joseph Lombardo said.

Lombardo said he is “absolutely” 

confident authorities will find out 
what set off Paddock, a 64-year-old 
high-stakes gambler and retired ac-
countant who killed himself before 
police stormed his 32nd-floor room.

Authorities released police body 
camera video that showed the chaos 
of the attack as officers tried to fig-
ure out the location of the shooter and 
shuttle people to safety. Amid sirens 
and volleys of gunfire, people yelled 
“they’re shooting right at us” while 
officers shouted “go that way!”

Clark County Undersheriff Kevin 
McMahill said the shooting spanned 
between nine and 11 minutes.

Paddock transferred $100,000 to 
the Philippines in the days before 
the shooting, a U.S. official briefed 
by law enforcement but not autho-
rized to speak publicly because of 
the continuing investigation told 
The Associated Press on condition 
of anonymity.

Attack meticulously planned
MarcIO JOse sancHeZ, ASSOCIATED PRESS 

Investigators walk through debris on festival grounds across the street from the Mandalay Bay Resort and Casino on Tuesday in Las Vegas. Authorities said 
Stephen Craig Paddock broke windows on the casino and began firing with a cache of weapons, killing dozens and injuring hundreds at the festival. 

N. Dakotans 
describe Las 
Vegas terror

JESSICA HOLDMAN
Bismarck Tribune 

 With the dissolution of the 
proposed downtown mixed use 
FiveSouth project in Bismarck, $3 
million for affordable housing de-
velopment is up for grabs as part of 
the state Housing Incentive Fund.

While a group of local investors 
is aiming to restructure and save 
the downtown development, the 
money granted by the state for the 
affordable apartment portion had 
to be returned. And with state law-
makers opting not to refund HIF, 
the FiveSouth funds make up the 
majority of the $3.75 million left in 
the program’s coffers.

At the close of the application 
period Sept. 30, eight projects, ac-
counting for a total of $4.6 million 
in requests, are vying for the last of 

the available money.
“So we’re over by about $1 mil-

lion,” said Jolene Kline, head of the 
North Dakota Housing Finance 
Agency which hands out HIF fund-
ing, explaining the program will not 
be able to fund all of the requests.

Three of the eight proposed proj-
ects are in Bismarck.

CommunityWorks and Moun-
tain Plains Equity Group want to 
develop 35 senior housing units in 
Bismarck called Century Cottages. 
The group is asking for $400,000 
from the state to fund a portion of 
the $8.3 million project.

The Schuett Companies Inc., 
which is in the process of trying to 
purchase Patterson Place Apart-
ments in Bismarck’s former Patter-
son Hotel, is asking for $600,000 to 
cover a portion of its $17.2 million 
investment.

Burleigh County Housing Au-
thority is also seeking funds for its 
proposed homeless housing proj-

ect, Edwinton Place, and is asking 
for $400,000. Total investment in 
Edwinton Place would be nearly 
$9.6 million for 40 units.

Outside of Bismarck, there are 
funding requests for a 28-unit 
apartment complex in Grand Forks, 
another Grand Forks project that 
would include 25 low-income 
units, 30 units for the physically 
disabled and homeless in West 
Fargo, rehabilitation of 32 apart-
ments for the disabled in Ellendale 
and 20 new units of affordable 
housing in Washburn.

“This was more of a gap fill 
round because of the limited 
amount,” said Kline, adding that 
many of the companies will have 
to get the majority of their funding 
from other sources to make their 
projects viable.

Some of those other funding 
sources include the federal Low 
Income Housing Tax Credit pro-
gram and the National Housing 

Trust Fund.
Locally, Edwinton Place is seek-

ing $813,000 in federal tax cred-
its, Patterson Place Apartments 
is seeking $850,000 and Century 
Cottages is seeking $677,500. The 
other requests are for projects in 
Grand Forks and Fargo.

From the trust fund, Edwinton 
Place is seeking nearly $1.6 mil-
lion, Patterson Place is seeking 
$1.5 million and Century Cottages 
are seeking nearly $1.6 million, with 
the remainder of requests being for 
Fargo and Grand Forks projects.

It generally takes NDHFA staff a 
month to score the applications, but 
because of the competitiveness for 
this particular funding round, 26 
applications from 14 projects, it 
may take longer, the agency said.

Projects vie for housing funds

PATRICK SPRINGER
Forum News Service 

 FARGO – Rick Berg is mulling 
a possible run for U.S. Senate. If 
he decides to run and wins the 
Republican nomination, it would 
set up a rematch of the 2012 race 
in which Democrat Heidi Heit-
kamp narrowly won.

Berg, a Fargo commercial real 
estate developer, said he is not now 
planning to enter the 2018 race, 
but has not ruled out a run, either.

“I’m not a candidate now,” he 
said. “Life is pretty good now.”

Still, Berg, who served one 

Rick Berg mulls 
possible GOP run 
for U.S. Senate

Gunman had cameras 
inside and outside hotel 
room along with 23 guns

GreGOry bULL, ASSOCIATED PRESS 

Kris Delarosby, right, and Colleen Anderson, left, hold Charleen Jochim, center, 
as they walk toward a hospital Tuesday in search of information about a 
missing friend in Las Vegas.

 � More inside: Minot Realtor 
remains in stable condition, A9

MIcHeLLe sLaUGHter, PROVIDED 

Heidi Barman, left, and Michelle 
Slaughter attended the three-day 
country music festival in Las Vegas.

Entry could result  
in rematch against 
Sen. Heidi Heitkamp

$3M up for grabs with 
FiveSouth’s dissolution
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