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 Environmental groups being 
sued by the developer of the Da-
kota Access Pipeline, including 
Greenpeace, are asking a federal 
judge to dismiss claims of racke-
teering and other charges, calling 
the allegations “meritless” and an 
attempt to chill free speech.

Attorneys for Greenpeace In-
ternational, Greenpeace Fund 
and BankTrack fi led motions on 
Tuesday to dismiss a lawsuit fi led 
in August by Energy Transfer Part-
ners in U.S. District Court in North 
Dakota.

The pipeline developer alleges 
the environmental groups incited, 
funded and facilitated crimes and 
acts of terrorism to fraudulently 
induce donations, interfere with 
pipeline construction and damage 
the pipeline developer’s business 
and fi nancial relationships.

The lawsuit says Energy Trans-
fer Partners lost at least $300 mil-
lion due to the tactics and is seek-
ing triple damages, which could 
approach $1 billion.

Tom Wetterer, general coun-
sel for Greenpeace USA, said in a 
statement the lawsuit is an e� ort 
to silence critics of the Dakota Ac-
cess Pipeline.

“Greenpeace stands in solidarity 
with the Indigenous Water Protec-
tors and their peaceful opposition 
to this pipeline, but we deny all the 
allegations of wrongdoing made in 
this lawsuit,” Wetterer said.

Greenpeace attorneys called the 
case a Strategic Lawsuit Against 
Public Participation, or SLAPP 
case, and compared it to a similar 
lawsuit brought against Green-
peace by Resolute Forest Prod-
ucts of Canada, which has been 
dismissed.

Energy Transfer Partners is rep-
resented by the same New York law 
fi rm, Kasowitz, Benson & Torres, 
that represented Resolute Forest 
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 In an e� ort to improve travel be-
tween north and south Bismarck, 
the city commission approved ex-
pediting a Highway Safety Improve-
ment Program project, which would 
convert several two-lane roads to 
three lanes throughout the city.

Bismarck received $1.7 million 
from the North Dakota Department 
of Transportation to complete the 
2021 project, but Gabe Schell, the 
city’s engineer, asked that consid-
eration be given to accelerating the 
construction and restriping of four 

of the eight corridors to 2019.
The four corridors to be priori-

tized are Divide Avenue from 26th 
Street to Schafer Street, Washing-
ton Street from Divide Avenue to 
Calgary Avenue, Fourth Street from 
Boulevard Avenue to Century Av-
enue and 19th Street from Divide 
Avenue to Hay Creek Court.

“One benefi t is a decrease in 
crashes along these corridors,” 
Schell said.

The conversion would be made 
specifi c to each corridor, and public 
input will be sought prior to imple-
mentation.

“We foresee an alternative that 
implements the three-lane section 
while keeping parking on one side 
of the road and an alternative that 
implements the three-lane section 
with removing parking from both 

sides,” Schell said. “With parking 
removed, there would be an oppor-
tunity to stripe bicycle facilities.”

According to a 2017 Livability 
Summit survey of more than 1,200 
citizens, the No. 1 change requested 
for Bismarck’s transportation sys-
tem was an increased ability to drive 
north and south in the community.

Because the city’s 2018 asphalt 
rehabilitation projects may overlap 
with some of these corridors, pri-
oritizing the four would provide a 
cost savings to certain special as-
sessment districts, as the perma-
nent pavement markings could be 
paid for by HSIP dollars.

In addition, the Bismarck-Man-
dan Metropolitan Planning Organi-
zation’s Bike and Pedestrian Plan 
is nearing completion, which may 
identify opportunities for bicycle 
and pedestrian components.

“As long as the public has a chance 
to be able to voice their opinion, then 
I’m OK with it,” said Commissioner 
Steve Marquardt, at Tuesday night’s 
commission meeting.

The project is expected to be bid 
and awarded in late 2018, with con-
struction slated to begin in 2019.

Road work will improve travel
TOM STROMME, TRIBUNE 

One of the four corridors to be prioritized is Fourth Street, shown above, near the intersection of Divide Avenue. The north-south street would be expanded 
to three lanes from Boulevard Avenue to Century Avenue.

Greenpeace 
files motion 
to dismiss 
ETP lawsuit 
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 WASHINGTON — Stoking the 
same anti-Islamic sentiments he 
fanned on the campaign trail, Pres-
ident Donald Trump on Wednesday 
retweeted a string of infl ammatory 
videos from a fringe British political 
group purporting to show violence 
being committed by Muslims.

The tweets drew a sharp condem-
nation from British Prime Minister 
Theresa May’s o�  ce, which said it 
was “wrong for the president to have 

done this.” May spokesman James 
Slack said the far-right Britain First 
group seeks to divide through its use 
of “hateful narratives which peddle 
lies and stoke tensions.”

Trump turned away from taxes, 
North Korea and other issues facing 
his administration to share the three 
videos tweeted by Jayda Fransen, 
deputy leader of the British group. 
It was not clear what drew him to the 
videos, though one had been shared 
by conservative commentator Ann 
Coulter the day before.

White House spokeswoman Sarah 
Huckabee Sanders said Trump was 
simply promoting border security 

and suggested that verifying the 
content was not a top concern.

“Whether it’s a real video, the 
threat is real and that is what the 
president is talking about,” she said.

The tweets read: “VIDEO: Isla-
mist mob pushes teenage boy o�  
roof and beats him to death!” and 
“VIDEO: Muslim Destroys a Statue 
of Virgin Mary!” and “VIDEO: Mus-
lim migrant beats up Dutch boy on 
crutches!”

Trump made anti-Muslim com-
ments one hallmark of his presiden-

tial campaign and has previously 
retweeted infl ammatory posts from 
controversial Twitter accounts in-
cluding some with apparent ties to 
white nationalist groups. As presi-
dent, he has sought to ban travel to 
the U.S. from a number of majori-
ty-Muslim countries.

His promotion of the videos came 
two days after he mocked Mas-
sachusetts Sen. Elizabeth Warren 
as “Pocahontas” during an Oval 

Trump stokes anti-Muslim sentiment in series of tweets
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Bismarck expedites
plans to convert some
two-lane roads to three

Four travel corridors
Four travel corridors are to get pri-
ority in receiving lane expansions.

  Divide Avenue from 26th Street to 
Schafer Street

   Washington Street from Divide 
Avenue to Calgary Avenue

   Fourth Street from Boulevard Av-
enue to Century Avenue

   19th Street from Divide Avenue to 
Hay Creek Court

Environmental group 
calls claims ‘meritless’

“Whether it’s a real 
video, the threat is real 
and that is what the 
president is talking 
about.” 

Sarah Huckabee Sanders, 
White House press secretary
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