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 WASHINGTON — In a show of 
American military might to North 
Korea, U.S. bombers and fighter 
escorts flew on Saturday to the 
farthest point north of the border 
between North and South Korea 
by any such American aircraft this 
century. The Pentagon said the 
mission in international airspace 
showed how seriously President 
Donald Trump takes North Korea’s 
“reckless behavior.”

“This mission is a demonstration 
of U.S. resolve and a clear message 
that the president has many mili-
tary options to defeat any threat,” 
Defense Department spokesman 
Dana White said in a statement.

Also Saturday, North Korea’s 
foreign minister said U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s insult calling 
leader Kim Jong Un “rocket man” 
makes “our rocket’s visit to the en-
tire US mainland inevitable all the 
more.”

Speaking at the U.N. General As-
sembly’s annual ministerial meet-
ing, Ri Yong Ho called the Amer-
ican leader “a mentally deranged 
person full of megalomania and 
complacency” with his finger on 
the “nuclear button” and declared: 
“None other than Trump himself is 
on a suicide mission.”

And he told world leaders on 
Saturday: “In case innocent lives 
of the U.S. are lost because of this 
suicide attack, Trump will be held 
totally responsible.”

White, the U.S. Defense Depart-
ment spokesman, said “North Ko-
rea’s weapons program is a grave 
threat to the Asia-Pacific re-
gion and the entire international  
community. We are prepared to use 
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 Just a short walk away from two 
courthouses in Bismarck, a crowd 
gathered Saturday to learn about 
criminal justice reform.

A few hundred people were on 
hand for the GameChanger Ideas 
Festival at the Belle Mehus audito-
rium. The North Dakota Human-
ities Council’s annual symposium 
included speakers, such as crim-

inologist Tom Gash and author 
Piper Kerman, presenting on top-
ics such as preventative measures, 
community building and justice 
enforcement in a country with a 
reputation for imprisonment.

“We have the highest prisoner 
population in the world, and the 
justification for locking up so many 
men, women and children is that 
it makes us safer,” said moderator 
and investigative journalist Eric 
Schlosser.

Gash proposed ideas on oppor-
tunity reduction and public safety 
measures. From discouraging car 
thefts with trackers and comput-
ers, to reducing sizes of drinks and 

glasses to curtail alcohol-related 
assaults, the public can do a lot, 
he said.

“Most people are not sophisti-
cated, planning thieves,” he said.

Early intervention in people’s 
decision making also can help, ac-
cording to Gash, adding that, de-
spite this knowledge and learned 
efforts, a culture of punishment 
continues.

“If you think about patterns of 
punishment across the world, they 
vary a great amount,” he said, from 
Finland to Scotland to Canada and 
their respective prison rates and 
crime trends.

Media also has its effects, Gash 

said.
“It’s the hero and the villain. 

The film finishes when the bad guy 
dies,” he said.

For Kerman, the author behind 
the book-turned-Netflix series 
“Orange is the New Black,” her ex-
perience while incarcerated wasn’t 
what she expected. She spent a 
year in a women’s prison for money 
laundering.

“The last thing I expected to ex-
perience on my first day in prison 
was kindness at the hands of the 
other women,” she said. “It was 
not the cage we shared, it was the  

Justice reform: ‘It’s on us’
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Tom Gash makes a presentation during the GameChanger Ideas Festival at the Belle Mehus auditorium on Saturday.

North Korea 
officials blast 
Trump as U.S. 
flies near DMZ

AMY DALRYMPLE
Bismarck Tribune 

 TIOGA — Four years after dis-
covering North Dakota’s largest oil 
pipeline spill, Steve and Patty Jen-
sen are looking forward to removing 
the last contaminated soil from their 
former wheat field.

Crews are nearly done excavating 
soil from what remains a massive 
operation to clean up 20,600 bar-
rels — 865,200 gallons — of Bakken 
crude that Steve Jensen discovered 
while harvesting wheat on Sept. 29, 

2013.
Patty Jensen, surveying the prog-

ress last week, took a photo from the 
industrial site and hopes to stand in 
the same spot in two years and pho-
tograph a wheat field.

“It’s like we’re starting to see light 
at the end of the tunnel,” she said.

Andeavor, the pipeline owner for-
merly known as Tesoro Logistics, 
plans to continue treating a stock-
pile of contaminated soil through 
the winter, said Dallas Burnum, 
project manager.

Contractors “bake” the oil out 
of the soil using an environmental 
remediation technology known as 
thermal desorption. Two mobile 
thermal desorption units are on 
site and crews from Nelson Envi-

ronmental Remediation of Alberta, 
Canada, heat the soil around the 
clock.

Soil samples are tested by a third 
party and clean soil is returned to the 
pit, which was excavated in some ar-
eas more than 50 feet deep to cap-
ture oil that spread.

Burnum said his goal is to return 
the land to the Jensens next spring, 
but weather and other factors could 
affect the progress. Ultimately, it 
will be up to the North Dakota De-
partment of Health to determine 
when cleanup is complete.

“It was a very massive amount of 
work that was put into this,” said 
Dave Glatt, enforcement chief for 

Oil spill cleanup nears milestone
Excavation almost 
complete years after 
massive pipeline leak
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Crews use a mobile thermal desorption unit to “bake” oil out of soil that was 
contaminated by the oil pipeline spill discovered Sept. 29, 2013, near Tioga. 
Andeavor, formerly known as Tesoro Logistics, had spent $73 million on 
cleanup as of February 2017.

Ideas festival touches 
on community building, 
preventative measures
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