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SECRETARY OF STATE

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
600 EAST BOULEVARD AVENUE DEPT 108
BISMARCK ND 58505-0500

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: Al Jaeger
June 5, 2019 (701) 328-2900

JAEGER APPROVES PETITION FORMAT FOR CIRCULATION

Bismarck, ND — Secretary of State Al Jaeger has approved for circulation the format of a petition to place
a referendum measure on the ballot related to exempting records of communications between
legislators and public employees from open records laws. The sponsoring committee must gather
at least 13,452 qualified signatures in order to place the measure on the ballot for voter consideration.

The approved petition title is:

This referendum seeks to reject Senate Bill 2221 passed by the 2019 Legislative
Assembly. This bill exempts from public records the communications between a member
of the legislative assembly and any person whether the record is possessed by a
member of the legislative assembly or a public officer or employee.

If the committee intends to have the measure placed on the statewide June 9, 2020, ballot (or if a special
election is called earlier), enough valid signatures must be submitted to the Secretary of State prior to
midnight on July 25, 2019

A copy of the approved petition is attached. It will be posted on the Secretary of State's website under
elections, ballot measures, at vote.nd.gov.

If you have any questions or want to see the various laws referenced in the letter, they are in the Initiating
& Referring Law in North Dakota pamphlet under Elections and Ballot Measures, also at vote.nd.gov.

A petition timeline and a partial copy of the petition (minus signature pages) is attached.



Timeline for Referral of Senate Bill No. 2221
Exempting records of communications between legislators and public employees from
open records laws
(as of June 5, 2019)

Submitted to the Secretary of State for review and
approval for circulation

May 24, 2019

Earliest date the law allows Secretary of State to
approve the petition title

Monday, June 3, 2019

Latest date by which the Secretary of State must
provide the petition title

Wednesday, June 5, 2019

Date that Secretary of State supplied Sponsoring
Committee with petition title for petition along with a
listing of corrections for the petition’s format

Tuesday, June 4, 2019

Date that Sponsoring Committee returned petition
to Secretary of State for review

Wednesday, June 5, 2019

Date that Secretary of State approved petition for
circulation

Wednesday, June 5, 2019

Deadline for submitting petition signatures to the
Secretary of State is 90 days after the bill was filed
with the Secretary of State

SB 2221 was filed with Secretary of State on
April 26, 2019. Ninety-day submission deadline
is prior to midnight on Thursday, July 25, 2019.

Number of signatures needed to place measure on
ballot.

13,452

Contact person for the sponsoring committee

Riley Kuntz
238 5th Avenue W
Dickinson ND 58601-4955

(701) 483-3459
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SECRETARY OF STATE
STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

600 EAST BOULEVARD AVENUE DEPT 108
BISMARCK ND 58505-0500

June 5, 2019

Riley Kuntz

Chairperson

Sponsoring Committee
238 5th Avenue W
Dickinson ND 58601-4955

Dear Mr. Kuntz,

In accordance with state law, the Secretary of State’s office has completed its review and approved the
petition proof provided to this office pertaining to the referral of Senate Bill No. 2221 adopted by Sixty-
sixth Legislative Assembly and signed by the Governor. The legislation is related to exempting records of
communications between legislators and public employees from open records laws.

To place a referendum initiative on the ballot, a sponsoring committee must deliver petitions to the
Secretary of State containing the valid signatures of qualified North Dakota electors equal to at least 2%
of the resident population of North Dakota (as determined by the most recent federal census). The
minimum number of qualified signatures is 13,452.

According to Section 5 of Article Il of the North Dakota Constitution, the signatures to place a referendum
on the ballot “may be submitted only within ninety days after the filing of the measure with the secretary of
state.” Senate Bill No. 2221 was filed with the Secretary of State on April 24, 2019. The ninety-day
period ends at midnight on July 23, 20189.

If your committee anticipates the submitting of petitions to this office after 5:00 p.m., but prior to midnight,
on July 23, 2019, please contact this office in advance so that a staff member is present to receive them.
Upon receipt, the petitions will be reviewed according to the provisions of N.D.C.C. § 16.1-01-10.

If the petitions are verified to contain enough valid signatures, the referendum measure will be placed on
the ballot for the statewide election on June 9, 2020, unless a special statewide election is called earlier.

Only qualified North Dakota electors may circulate petitions. The circulator must personally witness the
signature applied to the petition by each qualified elector who signs the petition. The petition must remain
in the physical possession of the qualified North Dakota circulator even though others (who may not be
qualified electors in the State of North Dakota) are accompanying the circulator. A petition left
unattended is an improperly circulated petition and is not counted. A petition is not counted, if it was not
circulated in its entirety as it was approved by this office.

On the last page of each submitted petition is an affidavit whereby the circulator of the petition is required
to swear (or affirm) before a notary public that he or she circulated the petition in the manner required by
state law and that he or she witnessed each signature applied to the petition by a qualified elector. A
petition is disqualified, if a member of the sponsoring committee, who is a notary, notarizes the signature
of the circulator on the affidavit printed at the end of the petition.

Improper signing and circulating practices may result in the disqualification of an entire individual petition.
In addition, criminal penalties may apply. See N.D.C.C. § 16.1-01-12.



Riley Kuntz
June 5, 2019
Page 2

The law allows a circulator to be paid a salary and to be reimbursed for expenses. It is illegal, however,
to pay a circulator based on the number of signatures obtained by that circulator. If the sponsoring
committee does pay or offers to pay a circulator, N.D.C.C. § 16.1-01-12(1)(j) requires the sponsoring
committee to notify the Secretary of State of its intentions prior to submitting any petitions to our office.
For filing purposes, a form titled, Sponsoring Committee Statement of Intent of Remuneration (SFN
11516), is enclosed.

The sponsoring committee is required by N.D.C.C. § 16.1-01-12(1)(j) to comply with the campaign
contribution reporting requirements in N.D.C.C., Chapter 16.1-08.1.

At the time when a Sponsoring Committee submits signed petitions to the Secretary of State, it will be
required to comply with the following subsection of N.D.C.C. § 16.1-08.1-03.1(3).

“An initiative and referendum sponsoring committee also shall file a disclosure statement
by the date the secretary of state approves the petition for circulation, and shall file an
additional statement on the date the petitions containing the required number of
signatures are submitted to the secretary of state for review. The statements required
under this subsection must be in the same form as the year-end statements under
section 16.1-08.1-02.4."

If you have questions or need additional information, please contact either Lee Ann Oliver, Election
Specialist, at (701) 328-4146, (800) 352-0867, ext. 328-4146, through e-mail at loliver@nd.gov or me.

Sincerely,

.. A
Alvin A. Jae erj

Secretary of State

Enclosures

Approved petition proof
Petition Timeline
Sponsoring Committee Statement Intent of Remuneration SFN 11516
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