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Lawmakers aim to boost access to 
drug treatment in rural Montana.
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Meaty matters
Rancher defies expectation in 
pursuit of ‘best’ steak   BUSINESS, PAGE D1

Run like the wind
Bobcats run wild in 30-22 win 
over Portland State   SPORTS, PAGE B1

KEN THOMAS

Associated Press 

 WASHINGTON — Trying to 
revive health care talks, Pres-
ident Donald Trump said Sat-
urday that he had spoken to 
the Senate’s Democratic leader 
to gauge whether the minority 
party was interested in helping 
pass “great” health legislation.

The answer back: Democrats 
are willing to hear his ideas, but 
scrapping the Obama health law 
is a nonstarter.

Trump’s latest overture to 
Democrats followed GOP fail-
ures so far to fulfill the party’s 
yearslong promise to repeal and 
replace the Affordable Care Act. 
In spite of controlling the White 
House and Congress since Janu-
ary, Republicans have not passed 
the legislation.

The president tweeted that 
he called New York Sen. Chuck 
Schumer on Friday to discuss the 
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 The U.S. Attorney’s Office in 
Montana declined to pursue a 
civil rights case before an inves-
tigation into the so-called “wino 
roundup” was completed on the 
Fort Peck Reservation, according 
to the Bureau of Indian Affairs.

In July 2013, tribal police gath-
ered up at least 15 people viewed 
as panhandlers and “street peo-
ple” in Wolf Point and held them 
without charges during the an-
nual Wild Horse Stampede.

An investigation by the Inter-
nal Affairs Division of the BIA 
found negligent and careless 
acts on behalf of tribal officials 
and sustained accusations that 
the detainees’ civil rights were 
violated.

In addition to launching an 
Internal Affairs investigation, 
the BIA alerted the FBI and the 
U.S. Attorney’s Office in Mon-
tana, according to a BIA spokes-
woman. While the investigation 
was still ongoing, federal pros-
ecutors declined to take action.

“On March 7, 2014, the USAO 
(U.S. Attorney’s Office) in-
formed the FBI that it did not 
see any criminal civil rights vi-
olations at that time in relation 
to the events described,” said 
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 If feral peafowl caused enough of a nui-
sance in 1990s Tampa Bay, Florida, you’d call 
Bryan Cleveland.

“You’d have 150 peacocks in a very up-
per-class neighborhood,” he said. “And ev-
ery morning when they’d wake up, they’d 
see a peacock on the roof of their $110,000 
Mercedes — you know what I’m saying — 
and just ripping it to pieces.”

Cleveland was one of just a few nuisance 
wildlife removal outfits in that area then. He 
said the work pitted him against all kinds of 
animals.

He got calls about hogs all the time. Roam-
ing packs of them tore up landscaping. He 
evicted seagulls and pelicans from docks 
with expensive boats moored nearby. Rac-
coons grew wise and avoided his traps.

Naturally, the job also included pigeon 
control. He trapped lots of them — one con-
tract came from Raymond James Stadium, 
home of the Tampa Bay Buccaneers football 
team. Pigeon abatements were good gigs.

“Generally a pigeon job will last months 
on end,” he said.

Miles away and years later, officials in 
Glendive felt they were facing a pigeon prob-
lem. They swarmed the old grain elevator 
and congregated near the BNSF building.

Town leaders felt the best remedy was to 
attack the population. A 2015 poison cam-
paign received “mixed reviews,” as district 
sanitarian Kevin Peña charitably put it. They 
ended up with lots of visible pigeon carcasses 
and still many more flying around.

Peña was open to suggestions. So when 
a friend told him about a guy who recently 

moved to Glendive and had made a living 
catching nuisance animals, Peña listened.

Eventually, they struck a deal.
“So he approached me and said, ‘What 

about a bounty of $2 per bird?’” Peña said.

Pest control 
The pigeons’ marks on Glendive sidewalks 

began wearing on the public’s collective last 
nerve.

“The birds are an annoyance, but it’s the 
droppings we get complaints about,” said 
Peña, who has been sanitarian for Dawson 

and Wibaux counties for four years.
They took particular refuge at the old Jor-

dan Inn, an abandoned hotel that had been 
shuttered by court order and left unkempt by 
an out-of-state owner. Peña’s office received 
a public nuisance petition for the building 

For $2 a bird, man 
traps Glendive’s pigeons
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Pigeon trapper Bryan Cleveland holds a pigeon near his home in Glendive recently. Cleveland has been contracted by Glendive and Dawson 
County officials to set traps around the town’s historic buildings to reduce the number of pigeons in the area. 
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Former Florida animal trapper 

takes side job for city, county

Pigeons huddle in a portable cat kennel near Cleveland’s home. Once captured the birds are 
given to hunting dog trainers and others in the area.

 � MORE ONLINE: To see more photos of 
the pigeon problem in Glendive, click the 
link in this story at billingsgazette.com
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Mary Alice Fortin Health Conference Center, Billings Clinic Hospital • Register at billingsclinic.com/classes or call 255-8440 or 1-800-252-1246.

Broadcast via EasternMontana
Telemedicine Network. Wednesday, October 18 • Noon to 1 pm Light healthy lunch

Join us for an up-to-date look at breast health fromour Genetic Counselor

Andrea Crawford andNurse Practitioner Laci Little.

Breast Cancer: Lifestyle? Genetics?
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