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Billings, Montana

Mr. John L., Lewis, Prosident
United Ifinc Workers of Amcrica

My dear Mr, Lewis:

- The worst coal mine disaster in the history of lMontana oc-
curred about 9:30 a.m. February 27, 1943 in the Smith Mine of
the lMontana Coal and Iron Company at wWashoe, lMontana. We, the
undersigned representatives of the United Mine Workers of L
dmerica, .as members of the investigation committee of the ex-

plosion, in which 72 members of our orgeanization and 2 mine
officials lost their lives, herewith submit to you our report
and findings.

Smoke pouring from the mine entrance about 10 o'cloek
that morning, was the first indication of trouble. Alec
Hawthorne, hoisting engineer, called the surface and said,
"There's something wrong down herec. I'm getting out."” He was
regcued alive with two others., Two bodiecs and the three in-
Jured men were carried from No. 2 vein which had been uscd only
as the haulageway. The 72 other trapped men were in #3 vein.

Fd Davies, State Coal Mine Inspector, arrived at the mine
ghortly after the accident and immediately cntered the mine
to dircet the working of the rcscue crews.

Smith mine employecs worked throughout the day repairing
gtoppings which were damaged, while a rescuc squad was flown
to Billings from Butte, equipped with masks. Experienced coal
miners from lugsclshell and Cascade counties, and chrome miners
from Benbow and Mouat mines, aided the rescue squads made up
of local men.

The rescue crews worked in six hour shifts, under the
supervision of the United States Bureau of Mines officials.
We recognize that the Federal Inspectors with their years of
expericence in the coal mining industry, the technical knowledge
they have acquired through years of study, along with the effi-
cient manner in which they directed the rescue operations, was
of great value during the time of the disaster. We wish %o
acknowledge and highly commend the assistance and services of
Mr. D. F. McElhatton of the lMines Safety Appliance Company,
his knowlecdge in the use of mine safety appliances and sugges-
tions offered by him during the rescue operations was also -
valuable.

The crews penetrated deeper into the mine workings as stop-
pings werc repaired and fresh air circulated. The installation
of the exhaust fan in the o0ld Foster mine openings aided in
withdrawing of the poisonous gasscs. As the rescue squads work-
ed their way into the mine openings they began discovering the
bodics, which they wrappcd in canvas and carried them to the
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First West rope parting to await romoval to the outside.

The first bodics to be removed from the First West parting
were 32 in number, taken to the outside the night of March 4th.
On the nights of March 5, 6, and 7, therc werc 15, 23, and
2 bodics rospectively removed to the outside. The signers of
this report were proscent at the removel of all the bodied.

Death notcg written in chalk on rough boards by five of
the vietimg, not found until the seventh day, told their own
story of how the men calmly awaited +the poisonous gas they knew
would come, The megsages were found near the inby end of 5
Southeast panel.

Front and Back of one Board

Front
"It is five mimutes past 11 o'clock
Dear Agnes and children, I am sorry
we had to go this way. God bless you
all. Emil, with lots of kisses."

Back

"Frank Pinich
John Sudar
. and Joki
We tried our best but could not get
out.”

Second Board

"Walter & Johnny Good-bye

Wives and daughters. We died an
eagy death. ILove from us both.
Be gOOdo i

These men made a futile attempt to barricade themselves
from the noxious gasscs.

Words cannot express the gratitude of the United Mine
Workers to the Local Women and the Red Cross for the service
they rendered throughout the sorrowing community, and at the
mine during the recovery opcrations. The Red Cross set up
an emcrgency hospital which was used »rincipally to revive
rescue gquads who were overcome by the noxious fumes in the
minc. The Local Women and the Red Cross in caring for the
regeuc workers and the bereaved families, served hot food
continuously at the mine. Wives, children and relatives stood
at the minc entrance for days rcefusing to give up hope; stand-
ing mutely by, or praying audibly thet their loved ones would
be brought to the surface alivec.
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The Anaconda Copper Mining Company of Butte, and the same
company opcrating the Defcnse Chrome Account Mines at Benbow
end Mouat, along with the other companies throughout the state,
are to be commended for making it possible that the employees
and rescuc cequipment could be -available at the time most nceded.

The Montana Highway Patrol should be praised for the
gervices they performed in the transporting of the rescuc work-
ers to and from the mines during the terrible winter weather
thet we had at the time of the disaster.

Governor Sam C. Ford visited the scene of the disaster
and offered any State assistance in the emergeney. In his
special message to the Legislature, which was still in-gession,
he asked that an investigation fund be allowed for an inquiry
by the State into thig disaster. The Montana legislaiurc passcd
a bill appropriating $5,000.00 for a thorough cxamination into
the cause of the Smith Mine Dis2ster. Governor Ford's investi-
geting Committec is now at work investigating the cxplosgion.
On behalf of District 27, United IMMinc Workers of Amcrica, we
extend our sincerc thanks to his Excecllencey.

To Mr. R. V. Bottomley, Attorney General, we offer our
thanks and appreciation in the londing of his able assistant,
Mr. Gecorge S. Smith, to the County of Carbon to assist in the
investigation held over the bodics of thosc men killed in the
explogion.

District 27, United Mine Workers of Amcrica, tckes this
opportunity to cxpress our gratitudc to Mr. J. Burkc Clements,
Chairman of the Industrial Aceident Board. for his assistance,
and prompt work in prcparing the elaims of the sorrowing
dcpendents.

We wish to make mention of the fine work donc by Mr.
Barclay Craighead, Chairmen of the Unemployment Compensation
Commisgion in his handling thc matter of unemployment claims
of those who survived the disaster at the Smith Mine. To Rir.
Craighead we algso offer our thonks.

The Smith Coal Mine comes under the jurisdietion of Loeal
Union #858, United Minec Workers of America, and the writers
of this rcport attended the first mecting held after the ex-
plosion and disaster that rocked this commmunity. It was a sad
meeting for anyone to attend. President Lewis's message of
condolence was rcad at this mecting, 2long with an c¢xplanation
that the Intcrnational Union had arranged for a cash contrib-
ution of $7,400.,00 to bc ploced at the disposal of District
President Boyle, to be digtributed among the dependents of
the 72 members of the United Mine Workers and thosc dcpendents
of the 2 bosses who werc algo the victims.
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The investigation of the explosion, in an attempt to
detcrminc its cause, began on Monday, March 22nd, and con-
tinucd throughout the week; conducted by Federal Bureau of
Mines inspcctors, Messcrs Arnold and Bailey, and State Minec
Inspectors Dovies and Henry, the Smith Minc Company officicls,
Mcggers Romek, Newman and Frceman.

We wish to make it clear thot we do not pretend fo possess
the technical mining knowlcdge of the Federal and State in-
spectors. We have studied their rcports and the report of the
Company officials and we find that they disagrec as to the
point of origin of the explosion, and the dircction that the
explosive forces traveled. All cgree -that the explosion was
caused by the ignition of an explosive mixture and that dust
propogated it from the point of origin throughout the reat of
the mine.

Our study of the rcports and examination of the mine has
lecd us to the conclusion that we cennot accept the findings
of the Federal Inspectors ond thosc of the Company officicls
as to the point of origin of the explosion.

The Company officials selccted the 2nd Easgt off the 4th
Southeast, as the storting point of & soquencc of events thot
1ed up to the explosion. They deelaore that concrcte stoppings
were cercoted in the mein and back entrics, one in cach entry,
at the insistence of the Federal Inspectors who inspected the
mine during the latter part of Novcmber, 1942. The stoppings
scaled off old workings that gencrated smell quantitics of gas,
ond the arca scaled off ig cstimnted as sufficient to comtain
200,000 cubic feet of gas.

The Compeny assumes that a cave occurrcd dircetly over
the concrctc stopping in the back ontry. The cave released
the cexplosive gas which entoered the return air currcnt and
travelod bo tho upeast shaft that conncets the #8 and the 2
veins in the minc. The gas was set off by the blewing of &
fuse in the high power linc at the bottom of the shaft, From
that point, the explosive force traveled back %o th> conercte
stoppings and blew them towards the faces of the Lntrics.

They dcclarc that only the exposed part of the stopping in the
back entry, whore the cave occurred, wis digturbed by the force
of the cxplosion. The rest of the stopping wis protected by
the cave, and judging by a sketeh of the some on & map pre-
parcd by the compony in support of their contention, remeined
intact.

The difficulty in accepting the Company's conclusions is
that two mirncles wore neccssary in order to bring about the
sequence of events which they believe led to the explosion.

The cave over the stopping in the back entry whieh they declare
took placec could not have happencd. A4 roof that is gsupported
in any manner, by props, cross bars, Or even concrcte stoppings,
cannot fz21l unless the supporting medium gives w2y on account

of the pressure exertsd upon it. There is but one departure




' from this rule, and it occurrs when the prop, or Cross bar or
other support, remrins intact cnd the nature of the roof is such
' thot it gradually crumbles. Examples of this particular kind
of roof eon be found in almost every mine. They can be found

in the Smith mine in an entry adjoining the 2nd East.

If we accept the Company's conclusion in regard to the
cave, then we must believe that a conerete wall cne foot wide
and about cight fcet in height and twelve feet in length could
not support two feet of over-burden, a part of which was coal;
and that the roof fell but the concrete stopping was undamaged,
' and remained intact until the forec of the oxplosion that trave
' oled Ffrom the upeast shaft blew the oxposed portion towards
the face of the ontry. We must disrcgard the fact that the
door in the slant off the 2nd East ocntry wag blown inby, and
this could not have happened if the original explosive force
had traveled from the shaft inby to the 2nd East entrics.

The other miracle was the blowing of the fuse at the shaft
2t pratieally the same time that the cave over the concrcte stop-
ping oecurrcd. If this were not-a miracle, it could be describ-
cd aos a mogt remarkable coincidcnco.

We a0 not know which of the Company's investigators formu-
1ated thig theory as to the point of origin of the explosion,
but it wos not mentioned by any of them while the investigation
was in progress. We were assurcd by the management ot the
time of our investigotion was being conducted thet the mine
officials had been instructcd to keep nothing that they knew,
or thot they had discovered, from the Federal and State inves-
tigators. Now, we find the gtatement in the Company's report
to the effcct that their officials had been instructed not %o
moke known to anyone their findings in regard to the cave that
released the gas in the 2nd East entry, and the blowing of the
fuse at the air shaft.

We are of the opinion thet if such &n extraordintry cave
had occurrcd, the Company officicls would have brought it ime
mediately to the attention of the other investizators, and the
nceesgity of straining their imnginasions would have been
ovoided. As the result of their failure to cooperate with the
other investigators they cannot now produce their number one
exhibit in support of their theorics. The cvidence has been
covered by bigger caves at the »point where the concrcte stop-
pinz stood in the entry, as the result of the degtruction of
the stopping. '

We hove found from our expericnee that investigators us-
ually emphasizc, stress, and point out cvery foetor that in
any degroe supports their theorics. We arc novw informed that
such wos not the case with the Company's investigators. Y23,
gtrange to say, we are now asked to acecpt their findings
without any corroborative cvidence from any of the other
investigators,
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A11 the investigators, while investigating, were.in agree-
ment in regard to the impossibility of explaining the conflict-
' ing evidence as to the paths that the explosive forces traveled
_throughout the mine.

Thig problem presented no difficulties to the Company's
officials when they made their map. A glance at their map of
the mine with red arrows indicating the initial direction of
the explosive forces justifies this statement. A note on the
. map states "that in order %o avoid confusion, initial inby
. force and direction of liberated gases is all that is shown on
the map." We know that the direction of the initial force of
the explosion as indicated on their map, cannot be followed as
eegily as the red arrows make it appear,

To the layman, the Company may appear to have madc out &
gtrong case in support of their contention as to the point of
origin of the explosion and the cvents that led up to it.
However, any mining man of expcrience will readily agrec that
the casc they have made out is based upon an impossibility,
namely, that a concrete wall of thc dimensions stated could not
gupport an over-burden of two fcet, and that when the cave
ocecurred the concrete stopping was intact and undamaged.

We gsubmit that it is far morc recsonablc to assume that
the ecave occurred after the conerctc stopping was destroyed by
the explogive forces, than to assume that a cave occurrcd direct-
lytcv%r the stopping while the stopping remained undamcged an
1NCACTGe ;

The State Mine Inspectors' report covers the entire mine
and is based on the cvidenec which they discovered, and they
rcached the conclusion that the point of origin of the cx-
plosion was near the face of the 8th West Main entry.

The Federal Mine Inspectors Report has this to say of
the rceport made by the Statc Inspector:

"A11 of the above facts are substantiated by
evidence in the panel. The recasoning is goo4,
but the only difficulty in sclecting the solu-
tion is that of reconeiling this solution with
the definite path of propogation as described
in the discussion of the 2 S. E. panecl,"

The above gquoted statement of the Federal MMine Inspect-
ors report leads to the conclusion that the point of origin
of the explosion was in the 8%th West main entry as assumed by -
the State Inspectors. Our reason for so concluding, is that
the definite path of the initial force of the explosion in
the 9 §. E. panel entries traveled from the mouth of the main
entry towards the facec.



In helping us to arrive at our conclusiong as to the
point of origin as stated, we have carefully studied the
Federal Ingpectors report, the Company Officials report, ang
the report of the State Inspcctors. The report of the State
Inspcctors appears to us to be a plain statement of the
conditions that they found; 2nd we arc in agrccment with the
gtatement containcd in the Federal Mine Inspectors roport
that 21l of the faets that they mentioned in regard to the
8th Wegt "arc substonticated by cvidence in the pancel,”

The The Exccutive Officers of Digtrict 27, United #ine

. Workers of America, rcquested a joint mceting with the lMontana
. Coal Opecrators Association. The meeting convened on December

| 22, 1942 for the purposc of discussing purposed .legislation,
* and thosc recommendations alrcady madec by the Federal Mine

L |

Ingpectors in their preliminary report of the Smith Coal Mine.
The Officers of the District organization requested that the

© Coal Opcrators lend a cooperative hand at the coming scssion

of the Legislaturc, convening the first weck in Jamuary 1943,
to the end that at lcast the major recommendations made by
the Federal Mince Inspectors would become part of the Montana
statutes. All of the offorts on the part of the Coal Miners
at this meceting met with failurc, and the meeting ad journcad
without the miners recciving the nccessary cooperation in
ordcr that the recommendations be embodicd in the Montana
Lawg: Thercefore, we, the signers of this report, feel that
had thosc major recommendations mede¢ by the Federal Inspectors
been incorporated in the Montana Coal Mining Laws at the

last session of the Legisglature, January 1943, and hod they
been enforced, that in all probability we never would have
expericnced an explosion of this magnitude in the coal mines
of this state,

We are of the opinion that the only surc prevention
against another such digaster in our mines, is the ammending
or rewriting of thc Montana State Coal Mining Code, cnd
embodying therein those rccommendetions mede by the Federal
Mine Inspectors, thosc that may be recommended by the Gov-
ernors Commigsion, and also. thosc of the Coroncr's jury
verdict that we arc submitting herewith:

VERDICT OF JURY

STATE OF MONTANA)

COUNTY OF CARBOXN)

4An inquisition taken at Red Lodge in the County of
Carbon, on the 12th, 13th, and 14th 6f April, A. D. 1943,
before Edward Olcott, Jr., Coroner of the said County of
Carbon, upon view of the bodics named on the attached list,
lying there dead, by the oaths of the Jurors whose names are
hereto subseribed, who, being sworn to inquire, on behalf of
the State of Montana when, how, and by what means, the said
Persons came to their 4eaths, upon their oaths do say:
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That on February 27th, 1943, at the coal mine of the
Montana Coal & Iron Company located at Washoe, Montana,

‘met their deaths duec to concussion and to gas poigoning
' caused by gas and dust explosion.

As a part of this verdict, we, the jury, impanelled

" on the coroner's jury recommend that our present mining

laws be amended and new laws be ecnacted ag follows:

1. That the State and Federal Coal Mine inspectors
be given power to closc any ¢oal mine or part thercof where
sald ingpector finds any hazard that he considers dangerous to
the health and safety of employces.

.- 2. That blasting of coal be not permitted when men are
working in the mine, unless poermissible powder is usecd.

3. That every underground cmployce be furnished with
self-rescuc cquipment.

4. That helmcts and gasg masks in workable condition,
in sufficicnt quantities, be kept at the mine to supply
régscuc crews in ease of cmerazency.

5. That regecuc crews be srained for rescuc work and
be supplicd with all necessary cquipment. Y

6. That all coxl mines be rock-dusted.

7. That ventiletion systems bc improved immediately
when requested by mine inspectors, and that booster fans be

discontinued.

8. That a competent employee, sclected by employees,
must also. accompany the state mine inspector on his official
mine inspection.

9. Thot the intake air system should be on the man-way
or haulage-way whon the mines hove regular man trips.

10. That each local union of the mine imvolved bo
Turnished a copy of cach minc inspector's report.

this inquest heve hercunto sci their hands, the day and
year, to-wit, thig 14th day of April, A. D. 1943,

igned C. S. Chemberlain John Mikesell
LE S -7l Edword Bloom John Mance
Eli Pekich Anton Columbus
J. J. Gerondale Willigm C. Godina

Caleste Roat

ATTEST
Edqward Olcott, Jr.

Coroner of Carbon County, Hontana.
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LIST OF MEN KILLED IN MINE EXPLOSION
AT SMITH MINE OF MONTANA COAL & IRON COMPANY
FEBRUARY . 27, 1943,

NAME

James Allison
Emil Anderson
Sam Alexander
Wm, Appleton, Sr.
Sam Barovich
Wm, ¥, Barry
William Beeney
Jules Besinque
John Bone
TLeland Cline
David J. Davis
William DeBourg
August Deruelle
Patrick Doran
Marcel Fages
Joe Ferro

John Germanetti
Pete Giovetti §
Matt Hallila
Art Halpin

A, D. Bardy
James Hawthorne
John Hodnik
Walter Joki
Wayne Jones
Andrew Jordan
Mike Kerinko
John Krop, Sr.
Louis Kuhar
Edward Kumpula
Edward Laird
Edw., J. Laird
Clem Lodge

Abe McDonald
Joe McDonald
Robert McDonald
James McNeish
John Maden
Ignac Marinchek
Frank Mourich
Jack Mourich
*Richard Mallin
John Meikle john
Herman Me jean
Joe Meyer
Wilbur Muller
David Murray

MARRIED NUMBER OF
10)34 DEPENDENTS IN
SINGLE ADDITION TO WIFE

M 2
M 1
M 0
M 0
Widower 2
M 1 Prosgpective
M 0
M 1
S 0
M 1
S 0
M 0
M 0
M 0
S 0
S 0
M 1
M 3
S 0
M 2
M 0
M 1
M 0
M 8y
M 0
S 0
M 4
M 0
M 0
M 1
M 0
M 1
M 0
i o)
M 2
M 3
M 0
M 0
S 0
i 1
M 2
M 0
M 0
S 0
M 1
M 1
M 0



NAME

Barl Mus

Wg, A. Nelson
William Noble
Frank Pajnich
William Pelo
Elmer Price
William Pryde
Eino Rahkola
Frcd Rasborschek
Martin Ratkovich
David B. Reid
Lawrence Reid
Geo. J. Saarela
William Shepard
William Slaby
David Sommerville
John Sommerville
Frank Starkovich
John Sudar

Frank Sumisek
Geo. Thomson, Sr.
Adam Wakenshaw
Robert Wekenshaw
Robert Whitehead
Clarence Willioms
Lloyd Williams
Vid Zaputil

Number of
DEPENDENTS IN
ADDITION TO WIFE

MARRIED
OR
AGE SIRGLE
bl M
51 M
68 _ M
53 M
46 ji
53 M
32 L
a7 S
61 S
46 S
33 M
41 M
33 S
69 M
38 M
60 M
34 M
64 M
28 M
65 S
63 M
72 )
39 M
47 k M
42 B
45 B
50 M

ONHOHOOOHONOHOONNOOONONOOOG)

*Richard Mallin was the uncle of Pregident W. A. Boyle.

Respectfully submitted,

District #27
UNITED

MINE VIORKERS OF ALERICA

W. A. Boyle, Tc’ires:'uio?,A
g S

Z N g g .
Sub-District poard Member




