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135 River Miles
10-11 months annually

A Culture of Service
Community River Day

Special Projects

Canyon Creek (Zoo Montanal),
BBWA Canal, Hogan'’s Slough,
Clark’s Island, 4th of July

Train Wreck Update

The Worst Items this Year
Barrels of goo and tires

Plastics
Read about Clean Swell data

Jet Boat Day

Data Results
403,541 Ibs
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New
Records!



https://www.instagram.com/yellowstoneriverresearch/
https://oceanconservancy.org/trash-free-seas/international-coastal-cleanup/clean-swell-app/
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Reed Point to the Bighorn River

Starting with a warm December float,

and then many days with our jetboat during

the summer, our cleanup crew covered regular
problem areas on the river and scoured new sites.
We remove all sorts of trash, from the ubiquitous car
parts and tires to microplastics in urban runoff and
agriculture debris.

Community Service

Rocky Mountain College students,
faculty, and staff have served as
the foundation for the river
cleanup since 2007. We strive to
create a culture of service in our
Environmental programs as we
prepare the next generation of
conservation stewards.

Special Project Sites - Tributaries

These sites often require multi-day efforts and are
based on community needs and the discovery of
new problem areas. This year we focused on one mile
of Canyon Creek, at Zoo Montana, and removed over
2,000 Ibs of tires. We also spent multiple days
continuing to work at YRPAs new Dover Ranch
property, a day with City College students on
Hogan's Slough and the beginning of a new tradition
on the 4th of July. See Largest Item (Page 4).




Community River Day - Duck Creek to Blue Creek, Clark’s Island,

Riverfront, Two Moon and Coulson Parks

Rocky Mountain College, with 11 faculty and staff plus 60 students, organized and hosted the
19th annual Yellowstone River Cleanup. Nearly 150 volunteers removed 15,191 Ibs, comprised
of 8,660 Ibs of metal, 6,328 Ibs of trash, and 24 tires. Yellowstone River Park Association led a
large group at Clark’s Island from Magic City Flyfishers and Rocky Mountain College.
Undammed Distilling and Wild Montana led people at Coulson Park, Bilings Clinic covered Two
Moon Park and the Base Camp worked at Riverfront Park. We also had volunteers from Our
Montana and the Yellowstone Area Smokejumpers & Associates.

This is the first year that we had more volunteers on shore teams than the float team. The float
team consisted of (5 drift boats, 2 rafts, 10 canoes and 2 kayaks). The total value of volunteer
labor for the single day event was $28,162. A number of larger items were located that
required multiple return trips and additional float logistics in October.




4th of July - Largest Item Yet

Our new tradition is spending 4 of July on the River at a major problem area. This year we chose
a site near the confluence of the Stillwater River. We removed an old farm implement that was

a floating hazard, as well as an engine block. Both required some new techniques for liffing
heavy items and some jet boat loading skills. To top it off we tackled the largest item to date.
A 25’ x 6’ culvert had washed up on an island, creating a hazard.

21,942 Ibs

A Regular Day?

We ran our first cleanup float in December and ended up with five special project areas that
required multi-day efforts. The total trash removed from these five projects was 21,942 lbs.
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freezing cold, or hot and
buggy, but often beautiful.

1,000 Ibs
Asphalt &
Aluminum

Reed Point
Train Wreck Update

MT Department of Environmental Quality estimates that 55% of
the 419,442 Ibs of asphalt were recovered. We continue to find
large mats of sticky bitumen asphalt and aluminum scrap from
the train wreck (we removed more than 1,000 Ibs this year). We
are the only team attempting to remove the large amount of
aluminum scrap and circuit board chips that spilled from one
car. This material has now migrated é miles downriver.




Worst Iltems this Year

On the Community River day, less than 10 miles above our Drinking Water intake, we found a
partially buried barrel that was oozing a petroleum product. The oil had made it to the water
line, but luckily it was a cold day and we were able to remove the remaining goo and barrel
(still heavy with oil). We removed six other large barrels this year and other bottles of chemicals.

Massive Tire Dump

We offer our assistance to landowners with legacy trash
issues. We recently located another massive tire dump (350+
tires, many over 500 Ibs) right on the river bank. This pile will
fall into the river next spring so we are trying to work with the
landowner to allow us to remove these tires. Tires in the river
shed millions of pieces of microplastics as they break down,
and also contain a chemical known as 6PPD, which is toxic
to fish and other aquatic life. Tires of this size are also
extremely difficult to remove from the river.




Plastics

After years of cleanups around the world 12 common disposable plastic items have been
identified, many of which have now been banned in other countries. “Styrofoam” (expanded
polystyrene) is one of the worst kinds of plastic pollution since it is used in packing, construction
and the food industry, is wind-blown, and confinues to break down intfo microplastics.

Yellowstone Top .
5 Plastic Items:

2025 Data-

This summer we began collecting data on all the

items we collect each day. This is a time intensive

task, but will serve as a benchmark for the Yellowstone

for generations to come. It is evident from the

composition of trash that much of this waste is coming

from urban storm drains. Globally, single use plastics make up
nearly 70% of collected litter.

In Ocean Cleanups the top 5 items are: cigarette butts, plastic bottles, plastic caps, food
wrappers and plastic bags. One thousand rivers contribute nearly 80% of ocean plastics yet
most rivers retain the majority of waste that is missmanaged. Different parts of the world, and
especially in-land waters, have different compositions of trash.

We are on the Map Get the Clean Swell App
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https://oceanconservancy.org/work/plastics/cleanups-icc/clean-swell-app/

Second Annual Jet Boat Day

Another new tradition is an October jetboat
cleanup day. This requires a day or two of
scouting and prepping items for boats to
collect. We had four boats this year and some
of our youngest participants.

For three years we have targeted cleanup
activities at an old trash dump and site where a
house and many other buildings and vehicles
fellinto the river. This has resulted in several miles
of debris scatfttered downriver. Literally
everything you can imagine from house
appliances to Christmas decorations, chemical
bottles, and an exercise bike.

Next year we hope to go further down river to
increase our area of coverage. We are looking
for more jet boat participants. If you are
interested, please contact us so we can get
you on our list.




2025 Data Summary — Reed Point to the Bighorn River

Our two primary sponsors this year were Sibanye Stillwater and Phillips 66. Over 165 volunteers
and groups from: Yellowstone Area Smokejumpers, Rocky Mountain College, Yellowstone River
Park Association, Magic City Flyfishers (Trout Unlimited), Undammed Distilling, Wild Montana,
Bright N'Beautiful, Billings Clinic, Our Montana, ZooMontana, and The Base Camp.

Total Removed = 87,637 Ibs New Record
Community Float Day = 15,191 Ibs New Record
Total metal recycled = 47, 882 Ibs, Total plastics and tires = 39,755 Ibs
Total Tires = 365
Cleanup Hours = 2,268
Items of curiosity - lots of nerf darts, two exercise bikes, bowling ball.
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