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I LIKE
PLAYDATES.

BUT I'LL NEVER GO
ON A DATE WITH THIS
CRYBABY AGAIN.
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Snuffy Smith

O AND TM A ENIGHT
1 OF TUE KINGOOM
OF HAMALOT.
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COMING LIP...
THE HOT NEW
SUPERFOOD WE
THOUGHT WoULD
SOLVE ALL YOUR
PROBLEMS...

BUT NCAH, sHE
GUERY TIME NEVCER WAS
BIG ON PUNGS,
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I AIN'T LYIN, YORE HONOR !!
I'M A TURRIBLE LIAR !!
1 CAN'T TELL A LIE
T'SAVE MY SOUL !
JEST ASK MY WIFE !

AN' THEN DADBURN SHERIFF TAIT HAD
T'GO AN' OPEN HIS BIG MOUTH AN' LET
TH' JEDGE KNOW I AIN'T MARRIED !!
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.8 ACTUALLY
THE LATEST FOOD
TO BE CONTAMINATED
WITH SOME HORRIBLE
PARASITE OR
BACTERIA...
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a good day to teach children. It's also
Horosco pe a good day to make vacation plans,

- By Georgia Nichols

Happy Birthday for Wednesday, Sept.
2,2026:

You're straightforward, genuine and
self-disciplined. You're a natural prob-
lem-solver who is scrupulously fair.
Kick back and relax this year. Take
time to enjoy yourself. Let your guard
down and loosen up a bit. Old friends
might reappear. Have fun but don't
lose sight of your goals.

The Stars Show the Kind of Day
You'll Have: 5-Dynamic; 4-Positive;
3-Average; 2-So-so; 1-Difficult

ARIES (March 21-April 19)

* %% Today you might have
excellent ideas about your work,
job and health. Quite likely, they'll
relate to your finances. You might
need to know how much money you
need ahead of time. Or you might
check out the cost of making home
improvements. Tonight: Money ideas.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

*x Kk It's a positive day! The
Moon is in your sign dancing beau-
tifully with Mercury, plus Mars is
in your House of Communications,
which makes you mentally alert! It's

social plans and deal with the arts,
sales and teaching. You go! Tonight:
You win!

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

%% % Some kind of behind-the-
scenes work will go well today.
Research would be an obvious choice.
You might pull strings in a way that no
one else knows, perhaps related to a
family discussion or home repairs. You
also might have excellent moneymak-
ing ideas. Tonight: Enjoy privacy.
CANCER (June 21-July 22)

k% Youre mentally alert and
on your game today, making this a
great day to teach, write, act, edit,
sell or market your ideas. People will
be interested to listen to you. When
talking to a friend (perhaps a female)
or a group you'll be convincing.
Tonight: Friendships.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

%% You're high-viz today, which
means other people notice you more
than usual. In fact, some people will
know personal details about your
private life. Meanwhile, discussions
about money and earnings will
impress bosses. Behind-the-scenes
research will pay off. Tonight: You're
admired.
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A crucial defensive decision

East dealer.
North-South vulnerable.
NORTH
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The bidding:
East South
16 I8 4 Pass 1
Pass 29 Pass 49
Opening lead — eight of diamonds.

West North

Assume you’re East, defending
against four hearts, and your part-
ner leads the eight of diamonds.
You win with the king, dummy
playing the four and South the six.
The problem is what to do next.

Actually, there’s only one card
you can play at this point that will
stop the contract. If you do any-

thing else, declarer will get home
safely with perfectly normal play.

The winning play is to return the
four of hearts at trick two! If you
do, South goes down no matter
how he proceeds.

Let’s say he wins your trump
return with the eight and plays a
diamond or a trump next. In either
case, you cash your red aces and
give partner a diamond ruff to
score the setting trick.

Declarer cannot alter the out-
come by playing three rounds of
clubs after he wins the trump return
at trick two. He simply cannot pre-
vent West from getting a diamond
ruff sooner or later.

Given the bidding and partner’s
opening lead, you should conclude
that your best chance to defeat the
contract lies in assuming that West
is leading a doubleton diamond
and also has three hearts.

The reason you gain so much by
returning the four of hearts instead
of the ace at trick two is that this
allows you to maintain control over
the trump suit. If you were to play
the ace first, you would lose control
of the trump suit, and the contract
as well.
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Tuesday’s unlisted clue: HEART

Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all directions -
forward, backward, up, down and diagonally.
Wednesday’s unlisted clue hint:2ND-LARGEST DEER SPECIES

R o Bear Flicker Hummingbird ~ Squirrels
Tomorrow: The art of slam bidding. Blue jay Goldfinch Junco Tanager
©2026 King Features Syndicate Inc. Chickadee Hawks Rabbits Woodpecker
Duck House finch Raccoon
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DAILY CRYPTOQUOTES - HERE'S HOW TO WORK IT:
AXYDLBAAXR )
SLONGFELLOW YESTERDAY’S ANSWER
One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used TRUE GRIT
for the three L's, X for the two O’s, etc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words
are all hints. Each day the code letters are different.
9-2 CRYPTOQUOTE /@
Z TQFK PGZDB PGTP EGTP'F (G um\e\r 1/o/NfElV 1 R D)
N
ESKDR EZPG TQQ KJ CF ZF o
PGTP EV IKD’'P FGKE VDKCRG B
K] (B
QKHV PKETSI VTLG KPGVS. NAaNe! [r
— QZPPQV SZLGTSI Q UN (A
Yesterday’s Cryptoquote: HOW SMARTLY B)G)|L\P\s
SEPTEMBER COMES IN, LIKE A RACING GIG, ALL
STYLE, NO CONFUSION. — ELEANOR CLARK P) &

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

%% Do something different
today! Shake things up a bit. You
might entice a friend or a mem-
ber of a group to be your partner
in crime. It's important to someone
who is willing to listen to your ideas
today. You know what you're talking
about and you have something to say.
(Your mind is a filing cabinet.) Tonight:
Explore and learn.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

%% % This is an excellent day for
discussions about how to share or
divide something, perhaps an inheri-
tance. Or you might need to agree on
how to share expenses or something
related to shared property or some-
thing that's jointly owned. Speak up!
Tonight: Check your finances.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
%%k Be prepared to cooperate
with others today. Expect a lively
discussion with someone, especially a
younger friend who might have a sug-
gestion that could affect your future
goals. Dealing with foreign countries
and issues related to medicine, the
law and higher education are likely.
Tonight: Cooperate.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
%% This can be a productive
day for you. You're mentally bright

and clued in, especially if talking to
authority figures like bosses, parents,
teachers and the police. Don't hesi-
tate to speak up; they will listen. You'll
be skillful when discussing shared
property and how to share expenses.
Tonight: Get organized.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

* % %% Today you're full of clever
ideas, especially related to social out-
ings, children, vacations, the arts, the
entertainment world and the hospital-
ity industry. Travel plans might be on
the menu. Defend your ideas when
talking to partners. Tonight: Socialize!
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

* %% Although you might want to
hide at home today, you will still have
clever ideas related to work, shared
property, taxes, debt and perhaps
even romantic discussions. Listen
to what others have to say before
you respond. Get the whole picture.
Tonight: Cocoon at home.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
%k This is a great day to study
and learn something new. Short trips
and a chance to see new places and
meet new faces will also appeal to
you. You're full of creative ideas and
keen to socialize. Enjoy your day!
Tonight: An interesting discussion.
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Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME

By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek
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Get the free JUST JUMBLE app - Follow us on Facebook
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Here’s an expert
balloon animal.
Not made by some

Hey!
That’s

WHEN IT CAME TO MAKING
BALLOON ANIMALS, THIS
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Now arrange the circled letters
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.
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Jumbles: TWIRL

Yesterday’s

Answer:

YEAST
To get the perfect 30th-wedding-anniversary

(Answers tomorrow)
CALMLY HORRID

picture, they stood — STILL MARRIED



