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IT'S TIME TO PLAY "WHAT
DID OPIE SWALLOW?"
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1 HEAR
PANTING!

Blondie

1 WAS UP WAY TOO LATE
WATCHING THE NEW SEASON
OF MY FAVORITE BAKING
COMPETITION SHOW

erved
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THIS IS GOING
TO BE THE
DREAMIEST
SEASON YET!

HA!

WHY’S

www.Blondie.com

I'VE NEVER SEEN SO MANY
CUTE GUYS WHO ACTUALLY
KNOW HOW TO BAKE!!
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OF COURSE WE'RE
CONCERNED ABOUT

YOU...WE'RE
CONCERNED
YOU'RE CLOSE
TO MEETING
YOUR
DEDUCTIBLE.
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Baby Blues

Born Loser
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CRITICSREVIEW 2
OF MYNEW PORK &
1{ TENDERLOIN 2
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NOT YOUR
DETAILED
REVIEW,
JUST THE
HEADBLINE,

/
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/ VERY WELL, MY N
HEADLINE. IS

*PORK NOT-50-
TENDER-LOIN,"

Snuffy Smith

SOMETIMES T WONDER WHERE
I'D BE TOPAY IF ZHADN'T
JOINED THE ARMY
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HE'D PROBABLY
BEC.EO.OFA

BUT
MAKING A

Mallard Fillmore

OFFICE...

‘babyblves.com

CALIFORNIA LAWMAKERS
ARE WORKING ON A LAW TO
BAN CONVICTED SEX OFFENDERS
FROM HOLDING PUBLIC

...BUT THEY INCLUDED
A CARVE-OUT FOR SOME
MINOR OFFENSES...

NEP.SUE
STARTED

..WHICH DOESN'T

THAT WAS A
PRETTY LOUD
“TA-DAMAY

NOU SUOULD UpvE

HEARD MY
N 00.

WOO-U00.” _~4

UH-OH 1

IT APPEARS THAT
HUBCAP SMIF'S BEEN
DISQUALIFIED !

WE'RE GITTIN' WORD |,
THAT HE MADE ILLEGAL
MODIF'CATIONS TO HIS
RACECAR AN' THEVY'LL

BE LAUNCHIN' AN
INVESTIGATION...

TO FIND OUT HOW
TH' HECK HE GOT
HIS HANDS ON
ROCKET FUEL !!

SOUND COMPLETELY S
LINREASONABLE...
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..UNTIL YOU
REALIZE THEY
MEANT “YMINOR”
IN THAT WAY.

IT'S ONLY FAIR TO TELL

BEFORE THIS RELATIONSHIP
GOE5 ANY FURTHER, I FEEL

YOU... T CONTAIN RED DYE #3.

Crossword - By Thomas Joseph

P|A[R|IK|ABEO
E|Q[U[A LIN
R[U[B]Y[T|U[E
ACROSS 45 Red-ink M[A EEA F T! [
1 Goes amount B|R|O|W|N
e, o ol
e e oW el
11 Incite H;T R 'M
12Washed  DOWN A[S|T|E[A[R]S|G[O[B]Y
out 1 Bounder FLOWNITOLET
13 Arc unit 2 |s for TIEIN[EITHMS|TIA[T[E
14 I_hand in two Yesterday’s answer
the sea
15 Uses a foil 2 I\R/li?jres: 16 Batter of 33 Bolt on
17 Waiting the verse a track
rewards Waves 17 Lightning 35 Thgy may
20 First letter 5 “Got it” home be |nflated
23 Math- 18 Perfect 36 Bull, in
ematician  © New 19 Onetime Barcelona
Lovelace driver, banking 37 Cobbler’s
24 Faint often items tool
26 — amis 7 Sales 21 Muggy 38 Pasture
(my pitthes 22 Be- sound
friends) 8 Travel wildered 40 Took
27 Have needs 24 Jabs the title
debts 9 Suffering 25 Reverent 41 Flamenco
28 Apt. ad 10 Casual wonder cry
abbr. shirt 30 Detects 42 Rent out
29 Master 2 7 8 |8 [0
opener -
31 Suit
accessory 14
32 “Sea-
scape” -
playwright 21 22
33 Meat-
rating
org.
34 Starts
37 Singer
Tori
39 Leave
base,
perhaps
43 Came to
44 Baltimore
player 5
focus on home and family. Tonight:
HOrOSCO pe You're admired.

- By Georgia Nichols

Happy Birthday for Wednesday, July
29, 2026:

You are positive and energetic and
will work tirelessly to achieve success.
You're protective and influential. This
is a year of new beginnings, adven-
tures and major changes. What you
do now will bring great benefits in the
future. Prepare for leadership. Take
action and define your goals.

The Stars Show the Kind of Day
You'll Have: 5-Dynamic; 4-Positive;
3-Average; 2-So-so; 1-Difficult

ARIES (March 21-April 19)

* % %% Today you might feel ten-
sion with romantic partners. Because
of the Full Moon energy, you also
might feel at odds with a friend, a
member of a group or even your kids.
This is gone in about a day or so.
Don't get your belly in a rash. Tonight:
Friendships.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

%% Today you might be pulled
between the demands of home and
family versus the demands of your
career, your job or your responsibili-
ties to society. This is because of the
Full Moon. Each Full Moon is differ-
ent, and this one encourages your

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

%% Pay attention to everything
you say and do because this is a mildly
accident-prone day due to the Full
Moon. Take a moment before you act
or say something that you might later
regret. Be aware of your surround-
ings. Tonight: Explore and learn.
CANCER (June 21-July 22)

%% You're never casual about
money, and today is no exception.
The Full Moon might create confu-
sion, tension or disputes between
your wealth versus what somebody
else claims or wants. This includes
debt and discussions about inheri-
tances. Stay chill. Tonight: Check your
finances.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

%% Today the only Full Moon
opposite your sign all year is tak-
ing place, which could create ten-
sion between you and those who are
closest to you, especially spouses,
partners and dear friends. Don't make
a big deal about anything. This ten-
sion is gone in 24 hours. Tonight: Be
cooperative.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

%% Be patient with co-work-
ers today. Likewise, be patient with
people who might be involved in
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Bl’idge — By Steven Becker

When to bid a three-card suit

East dealer.
East-West vulnerable.
o

NORTH
2Q65
YAKQIJ82
Q3
»74
WEST EAST
€109 AAT432
¥10963 ¥75
*65 4942
SAKSE63 $Q95
SOUTH
AaKJ8
¥4
®¢AKII087
] 102
The bidding:
East South ‘West North
Pass 1 Pass 1%
Pass 2e Pass 3y
Pass 3NT

Opening lead — six of clubs.

This deal occurred in a match
between Italy and the United States
many years ago. The bidding went
as shown when an American pair
were North-South. West led a low
club, and the Italian East-West pair
quickly collected five club tricks
and the ace of spades to put the
contract down two — 100 points.

Three notrump was a very poor
contract, and the question is
whether the much better contract
of four hearts should have been
reached.

Of course, North could have bid

four hearts over two diamonds or
three notrump and gotten to the
proper contract that way, but most
analysts felt that North’s pass of
three notrump was eminently cor-
rect and that there was no good
reason for North to think that a
10-trick game had a better chance
than a nine-trick game.

The major blame was assigned to
South for bidding three notrump
without a club stopper. Virtually all
the experts present agreed that he
should have bid three spades over
three hearts, in which case North
would surely have bid four hearts.

Three spades -- clearly showing a
spade stopper while expressing
doubt about the best final contract
-- would have shifted the question
of where to play the hand to North,
which was where the final decision
belonged. It would have allowed
North to bid three notrump if he
had the clubs stopped, or to go on
in hearts or diamonds if he lacked
a club stopper.

At the second table, the Italian
North-South pair did indeed follow
that prescribed route to the best
contract when their bidding went:

East South West North
Pass 1e Pass 2v
Pass 3¢ Pass 3w
Pass 3 Pass 49

North lost only two clubs and a
spade after an opening club lead,
and the Italians gained 520 points
on the deal.
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Word Sleuth

WORD
SLEUTH

WORDS
@ CONTAINING DAYS
OF THE WEEK

SMJIHECZXUSQNLIJG
ECAEZXVSSDSTTRP
NLSNTIJTHNEECHAY
WVUTTAREGPUNGAL
KINHTGIDTECTI FB
ZXDUWRETUSSRRRP
OMESFWLIJAIUGEFTIE
DSRESWEDISHNEFCYV
BABY(QLITHUANTIAAX
GNOMAGNUSNUIWMU
TDNOMLAYNOMRAH I

Tuesday’s unlisted clue: ICE

Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all directions -
forward, backward, up, down and diagonally.
Wednesday’s unlisted clue hint:2ND LARGEST CONTINENT

Tomorrow: Six plus seven equals 13.
©2026 King Features Syndicate Inc.

DAILY CRYPTOQUOTES - HERE'S HOW TO WORK IT:
AXYDLBAAXR
isSLONGFELLOW
One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
for the three L’s, X for the two O’s, etc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words
are all hints. Each day the code letters are different.

7-29

GZGAILR G

MJICTQSL

MASQTCSUL.

PXQLRQSRCI

Affright Befriend Lithuania Tsunami
Almond Enthuse Statues Unsung
Among Harmony Swedges Virtues
Asunder Insatiate Swedish
©2026 King Features, Inc. 7129
YESTERDAY’S ANSWER

CRYPTOQUOTE
WGSU LUB, GIJ
JCcCcu JAUNQ

ZAJHQSR U.

Yesterday’s Cryptoquote: I GREW UP POOR,
BUT I DIDN'T HAVE POOR DREAMS. — MAGIC

JOHNSON

health procedures. You might need
more patience than usual if dealing
with a pet. That's because these are
the areas that could feel stressed
by today’s Full Moon. Tonight: Get
better organized.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

k% This is a dicey day for
social occasions, the arts, friendships
and especially romance. (It can also
be stressful for parents dealing with
their kids.) On the upside, you might
see things that you never realized
before. You might have increased
clarity about something, especially a
relationship. However, feelings could
be running high. Tonight: Socialize
with someone.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

* %% Today you might feel like
you're caught in a tug-of-war between
trying to please the demands of home
and family versus dealing with your
career and your outer world. You can't
please both. For this particular Full
Moon, you can't ignore your career
and your responsibilities to society.
Tonight: Relax.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
k%% The energy of today's
Full Moon can introduce an acci-
dent-prone influence for your sign.
This means, be mindful and alert. Pay
attention to everything you say and

do. Slow down and keep your eyes
open. This applies to driving, jogging,
walking and talking! Tonight: Share
your thoughts.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
sk Financial issues might come
to a head today. This might concern
your debt or how you're handling
your money or taking care of your
possessions. It also might relate to
shared property or something to
do with something that someone
else owns. It is what it is. Tonight:
Maintain your belongings.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

%% Today the Full Moon is in
your sign, which is why you might
feel tension dealing with those who
are closest to you. Something you've
been working on might be completed.
Certainly, your feelings are height-
ened and your focus on partners
and close friends is stronger. Tonight:
You're strong.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
%k Relations with co-work-
ers might be strained today because
of the energy of the Full Moon.
However, it's also possible that you
will have wrapped up some old
business and you feel good about
it. Meanwhile, increased chaos and
busyness at home continue. Tonight:
Enjoy solitude.

THE MANY USES OF WATER
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Jumble

JUNMUSILIE,

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

BAEVO

DI

HCE

()

ED

IRDL

()

()

NAIS

DL

(O
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Answer
here:

Yesterday’s

Get the free JUST JUMBLE app - Follow us on Facebook

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

It says here
I can get
supplements
that will help.
They even

doctor now.
have a link —\

TRUSTING MEDICAL ADVICE
FROM THE INTERNET CAN BE — )

Now arrange the circled letters
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

Y

Y

N A

N A

Y Y Y Y Y Y
N AN A AN AN

Jumbles:
Answer:

BISON

SWEPT

(Answers tomorrow)
DAMAGE GROUND

One moment the cows were content, then
irritable, resulting in — “MOO-ED” SWINGS



