Garfield

"PEAR ASK A POG, IF YOO
COULPD INVENT SOMETHING,
WHAT WOOLP IT BE?"

Blondie

BARK! BARK!
BARK! BARK!

SQUIRREL-FLAVORED
SHOES
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YOU'VE WON! S
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I DIDN'T CALL YOU..yOU
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WELL, IT'S MY LUCKY DAY! TELL
ME WHAT I'VE
WON! ¥

Hi & Lois

1
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FAVORITE
COMEDY
SERIES...
“DOG
TRAINING
MADE
EASY.”
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THE LEAVES ARE
FALLING DOWN.
ALL AROUND,
WITHOUT A SOUND.

Born Loser

P S |61, THE STORY OF MY

LIFE,,

loser

g ocomics.com/the-born

MY WINDOW |«
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P AND VEEBLEFESTER FAS 1
ME COOPED UPIN TRIS
WINDOWLESS CURICLE !

Beetle Bailey

AND I
KNOW IT.

I'M A POET

LT.FUZZ,CAN YOU
FOR ME2

NOT ONLY THAT,
EDIT THIS SPEECH | I'LL FACT-CHECK,
SPELL-CHECK,
POUBLE-SPACE
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YOU HAVE
TO GIVEA

NO, I'M JUST TRYING
TO KEEP HIM TOO
BUSY TO BUGME

Mallard Fillmore

IMSTILL
AGONIZING ABOUT

MORE AWESOME?” ~
— TUAT'S RIGHT.
= l__J

WHETHER TO DISTANCE

MYSELF FROM TRUMP
OR EMBRACE HIM...

©2026 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved.
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LEAVES NO TIME TO
AGONIZE ABOUT WHAT
T ACTUALLY WANT TO

COoH
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Baby Blues Snuffy Smith
UNIZORN UNPERWEAR, UNICORN I KNOW WHAT Nou're TUINEING, ... LONG AS "ANESOME FIRST-QUARTER REPORT CARDS MIGHT BE A GOOD [/ ON TH'
SWEATSUIRT, UNICORN SOCKS, “COULD MY SISTER GET ANY MEANS “PATHETIC.” ARE A-COMIN' UP, KIDDOS !l TIME FER SOME'A | STORIES
UNIcORN NOT€BOOK|AND —— N YA T'START WORKIN' | WE'RE
UNICORN %ALK A LI'L HARDER !! ! GONNA
—TT = _ "~ TELL OUR
l’ : \ PARENTS

COINCIDENTALLY,

ACCOMPLISH.

Tundra

Stop the
Jive in
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Crossword - By Thomas Joseph

Bridge

— By Steven Becker
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Name your Game!

Over 70 titles to choose from.
*Word Games +Puzzles -Sudoku +Crosswords -Mahjongg
«Card Games +Casino Games and MUCH MORE!
bdtonline.com/games

Word Sleuth
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E[X[I]L EIA M[1]G[O ORD @ POSSESSIVE
North dealer. i diately that his ly conc
ACROSS 45 Nasty SIPIRIINIGIFIIIEILIDl RS s et et svn - SLEUTH BRANDS
T trick.
; d h 4104 He starts by winning the heart POLI1 FCZMWT NKITF
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clou emitting ¢AQI10 to the ace. 1 '0t1 efen ers follow CZMCDONALDSWURP
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A[D|D|U|P E|N|T|E[R o 4Q852 P issi he Q-x-x-x of a suit.

ment.als Blol1[s|E YQJo2 Vl%l()74 %L‘l‘ty\i/n}izsr:n\%/ésles%(fwz )(()L?t OlI’ISLtllllte MJHAEECCSZGXUS Q
11 Startlng DOWN 8762 €953 first round of spades, it appears

bid . SIKIABMT|S|PIRAID|J *J8543 2107 declarer must ultimately lose a NLJRNSGYECGSZXV

I L. 1 Silent SOUTH trump trick and go down one.
12 This is assent TIA|LILIAHIAISIS|EIE AAKIOT763 However, our hero, South, is
EIL|I|O|IT N[{A|I|L[S vs familiar with trump coups and SYALNLESTRORPSN

S\r/-]e 2 Clean METoloMAWAITIT *KJ4 {)eallzcs he might still be able to

13 Writer Water Act L ®A ring in the slam. To achieve this SYLSYHIJMHNTLTETLITESZC
’ The bidding: goal, though, he must first reduce
Defoe Yesterday’s answer North  East  South West  his t length to that of East.
14 Gift- Org. lg P::s 2(21 Paesss IZC‘;L:JTd[;nsz% a:otriékothrel;t he AYB J SOY&IWLVVTR
! . 3 Stiller of 17 Sir's 33 Salivate 2 NT Pass 3a Pass leads a low diamond to the ten,
wrapping films 4 Pass 4 NT Pass finesses the ten of trump, then ruffs
d counter- 35 Maryland 59 Pass 7 e a low heart. Next comes the jack of PNDRLKKMIGETLETCTEB
15 Eee 4 Pecks and part player for Opening lead — queen of hearts. filamond? to hhe qL(lje%n ax}lld a;(nothef(
ine ’ heart ruff, followed by the king o
pounds 18 Ease u short Webster defines a coup as a sud-  diamonds to the ace. ZXENAWOUSLKURPO
about 23° 5 Pomd look (S EASEUP - short (e deflos 5 coup a3 2o SRS ST
from the . p g bri'lliant stroke; a clever stratagem. my’s_last heart, reducing his trump
6 Slnger star baseball It is therefore not at all surprising holding to the K-J while East has MHS EEDRAHLIJCIGE
equator Guthrie 21 Canadian famil that a bridge? play th‘at satisﬁe§ this tl'{e Q-8. South then czlshes the club
7PhySics  75mge . 2 qanesan iy jefinion s ko ciled 4 coun  ace ind vrtakes the club i DB A S EWOLYXWUTS Q
A s of ¢ s in bridge. Today” Decl & ission i accom- scdav’s isted clue:

amount work 22 Gushes 37 Radius’s Rand features the one known s a  plished. When he leads the six of Tuesday’s unlisted clue: CHILD
20 Egyptlan 8 ngh_ forth lace trump coup. clubs from dummy at trick 12, Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all directions -

crosses i p L. Let’s say South gets to seven East’s Q-8 of trump succumbs to forward, backward, up, down and diagonally.

. graV|ty 24 Jaded 38 Low d|g|t spades as shown, and West leads the K-J, and the grand slam is Wednesday’s unlisted clue hint: BETCHA CAN’T EAT JUST ONE
23 — Dhabi h « the heart queen. Declarer sees home. .

Relinauish phenom- type 40 “— not Arby’s Domino’s Koh''s Macy’s
24 .e Inquis enon 25 Ump’s for me to Tomorrow: Defense is a logical process. Carl’s Jr. Hardee’s Levi's McDonald’s
26 Fist 9 Trooh call say’ ©2026 King Features Syndicate Inc. Culver's Hershey's Lowe’s Wendy's

bump pny y Denny’s Kellogg’s M&M's
27 Brynner of 10 Look upon 300ld . 41 Yacht SpOt ©2026 King Features, Inc. 10/21

“The King 16 Sao — suppliers 42 Mess up DAILY CRYPTOQUOTES - HERE'S HOW TO WORK IT:

and I’ 2P T P[0 A O YESTERDAY'S ANSWER
28 Refiner’s = 15 L : .

supply One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used PRETTY GOOD COOKS

for the three L’s, X for the two O’s, etc. Single letters

14 ) ) ’

g? ErOded apostrophes, the length and formation of the words
ree-SSGd - are all hints. Each day the code letters are different. R
32 Pt p— 10-21 CRYPTOQUOTE c

thanks

. L

33 Lairs MIJH THE?Z MTXOB XA M K
34 Sweet L

drink
37 Physics GEN

topic AMEP EZXYH EA ZKVW EA PKD G
39 Plaza

resident of

children’s %

books
43 Act the ZXYH. — EVV ZEVCHTA

nomad Yesterday’s Cryptoquote: FIND THE GOOD. IT’S
44 Fan ALL AROUND YOU. FIND IT, SHOWCASE IT AND

10-21 YOU’LL START BELIEVING IN IT. — JESSE OWENS
spouses and close friends will be %% It's a mixed bag today. members will be pleasant. You'll also Jumble
Horosco pe warm and rewarding. A surprise relat- ~ In one way, relations with authority  enjoy making your home more attrac-

- By Georgia Nichols

Happy Birthday for Wednesday, Oct.
21,2026:

You're idealistic, charming and
thoughtful. You're also perceptive
and concerned with others' well-be-
ing. This year, changes will bring you
increased personal freedom. Let go of
whatever impedes your growth and
progress. Seek out new opportuni-
ties and be ready to act fast. Trust
your intuition. Travel and expand your
horizons.

The Stars Show the Kind of Day
You'll Have: 5-Dynamic; 4-Positive;
3-Average; 2-So-so; 1-Difficult

ARIES (March 21-April 19)

*%% [f you do your homework
today, or explore research and
behind-the-scenes negotiations, you
might get ahead financially speak-
ing. You will certainly be in a good
position to negotiate with others.
Meanwhile, secret rendezvous and
passionate relationships will be hot.
Tonight: Enjoy privacy.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

* % %% Because this is a lovely
day to schmooze with friends and
members of groups, make an effort
to put yourself out there and talk
to others. Relations with partners,

ed to money and possessions might
occur. Tonight: Be friendly.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

% You're high-viz today! People
notice you more than usual, and some
will know personal details about your
private life. (Need to do some damage
control?) Fortunately, you look good
to co-workers. In fact, a flirtation or
romance might develop. Stay flexible,
because an authority figure might sur-
prise you. Tonight: You're admired!
CANCER (June 21-July 22)

s % %% Surprising news about for-
eign countries or people from other
cultures might occur today. You also
might have an unexpected chance to
travel or travel plans might change.
Meanwhile, this is a great day to
schmooze, flirt and enjoy social activ-
ities, including sports and fun times
with kids! Tonight: Reach out and
learn.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

%% Double-check banking details,
because something unexpected could
impact your finances or something
to do with shared property. On the
upside, you'll enjoy entertaining
today. You also might buy something
beautiful for your home or receive
a gift. Tonight: Check your finances.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

figures, spouses and partners might
have a few surprises. Tread carefully.
However, most of your communica-
tions today will be friendly and warm.
Enjoy the beauty of your everyday
surroundings! Tonight: Listen and
cooperate with someone.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

%% Your work routine might be
interrupted today. Equipment break-
downs might occur. On the upside,
whatever you do could boost your
income or generate future increased
earnings. You also might buy some-
thing attractive for your workspace.
(You're affected by your surround-
ings.) Tonight: Get better organized.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
%% Parents should be extra
vigilant today because this could be
an accident-prone day for your kids.
In addition, social plans might sud-
denly change. Double-check details.
However, for the most part, this
is a wonderful day to schmooze!
Romance s blessed. Enjoy the arts.
Tonight: Socialize!

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
%k Stock the fridge, because
today is an unpredictable day at home
or if dealing with family members.
Anything might happen. However, for
the most part, relations with family

tive. Tonight: Relax at home.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

* %% Plans might sudden-
ly change, so give yourself extra
time for wiggle room to deal with
the unexpected today. Pay atten-
tion to everything you say and do,
because this is also a mildly acci-
dent-prone day. Fortunately, it's an
excellent day to deal with friends
and groups. Schmooze on! Tonight:
Conversations.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

%% Protect your money and pos-
sessions from loss, theft or damage
today. Unexpected expenses for social
occasions, sports and your kids also
might occur. In the bigger picture,
your ability to impress someone in
authority could bring increased wealth
to you. Ka-ching! Tonight: Check your
money.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
%% Today the Moon is in your

NV INBANE

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

EIRGP
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Get the free JUST JUMBLE app - Follow us on Facebook

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

007, you are a
sneaky chap!
Lunch is on me!

ﬂsimply pretended

to be a chef and

placed the plans
in this carrot.

STEALING THE PLANS FOR
| THE SECRET WEAPON WAS - |

Now arrange the circled letters
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

sign dancing with fair Venus, ceat- ~ Ans. " Y Y Y Y Y Y “r Y Y Y”
ing warm feelings between you and ~ Here:lN A A AN A N A A N A MN
everyone else, which is why you'l (Answers tomorrow)
enjoy getting out and having a good  yesteray's | JUmbles: COUGH  YOUTH  AFFORD  HOTTER

time. You'll feel protective about your
loved ones. You also might want to
beautify your home. However, pre-
pare for a surprise at home, some-
thing irreqular. Tonight: You win!

Answer:

When asked what she wanted to eat later, she

said it was — FOOD FOR THOUGHT



