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- By Georgia Nichols

The Stars Show the Kind of Day
You'll Have: 5-Dynamic; 4-Positive;
3-Average; 2-So-so; 1-Difficult

ARIES (March 21-April 19)

%% This is a disconcerting day
because family discussions will be
confusing and out of touch with
reality. Ironically, you're keen to con-
verse and talk about your concerns.
Don't agree to anything important
today and don't withhold informa-
tion. Tonight: Be cautious.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

%% % You might be tempted to
keep secrets today in the mistaken
belief that this is the best course.
It isn't. It will only contribute to the
fog of confusion and unclarity that
surrounds you today. Avoid mis-
representation or distortion of the
truth because it is not in your best
interest to mislead others. Tonight:
Double-check information.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

%% This is a poor day for financial
negotiations and money decisions.
You might not have all the facts.
Or the facts that you have might

Postpone decisions, including major
purchases, for another day. Tonight:
Check your finances.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)

%% Today Mercury is in your
sign at odds with fuzzy Neptune,
which will contribute to confusion.
Communications with others might
be hopelessly misunderstood. Your
ideas might never even reach their
intended goal. Go with the flow
today. Postpone important deci-
sions. Tonight: Keep things light.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

%% You might be tempted to
withhold information today because
you think it's the best thing to do.
Actually, it is not good to do this. It
will only add to further confusion.
Be open and honest, and admit
to others if you are unsure about
something. This is not the day to
bluff. Tonight: Be helpful.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

*% A friend or a member of a
group might tell you something that
you want to believe because it's a
pie-in-the-sky solution or an intrigu-
ing temptation. If something looks
too good to be true today, it defi-

Bridge — By Steven Becker

Keep your eye on the ball

South dealer.
North-South vulnerable.

NORTH
€765
¥32
+AQ964
SAQ3
WEST EAST
AKS83 4J10942
¥J94 ¥10763
483 *KS>5
07542 SK 8
SOUTH
AAQ
YAKQS
€J1072
] 106
The bidding:
South West North  East
1 NT Pass 3NT

Opening lead — four of clubs.

Experience shows that when a
partnership has 26 points or more
in their combined hands, a game
can usually be made. But mere pos-
session of these points doesn’t
mean the game is automatically
awarded to the side that has them.

the queen losing to the king, and a
spade continuation drove out the
ace. When declarer then tried his
third finesse — this time in dia-
monds — East won and cashed his
spades to put South down two.

The hand shows how easy it is to
fall victim to habit. It is certainly
tempting to finesse West’s club
lead, but declarer should put up the
ace more quickly than he can say
Rumpelstiltskin. Taking the ace
assures the contract, while taking
the finesse jeopardizes it. The
finesse should therefore be rejected.

If South were dealing only with
the problem of winning the maxi-
mum number of club tricks, he
would of course finesse. But that is
not his primary goal. He should be
trying to make three notrump and
should not allow himself to be
diverted by the opportunity to take
a finesse that is not needed to make
the contract. He should instead
take the ace of clubs, cross to the
ace of hearts, lead the jack of dia-
monds and let it ride.

If the finesse loses, South has
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Monday’s unlisted clue: WIPERS
Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all directions -

forward, backward, up, down and diagonally.
Tuesday’s unlisted clue hint: TOP-BILLED FEMALE

There is first the question of how nine tricks. If it wins, South has at Avon First My Fair Pretty
declarer plays his cards. least 10 tricks. He should not con- Bearded Iron Neighbor Second
Take this deal where South, with  cern himself with the location of Church Land Painted Young
29 points in the combined hands, the king of clubs. The 30 points he Cleaning Lunch Pink
mismanaged his assets. West led a might gain by a successful club ©2026 King Features, Inc o
club, and declarer played low from finesse are a drop in the bucket A
dummy, losing the finesse to East’s compared with the value of making
king. Back came the jack of spades, a game. YESTERDAY’S ANSWER
O e Feone s e HRE: RAIN RAIN GO AWAY
DAILY CRYPTOQUOTES - HERE'S HOW TO WORK IT: @ g\
AXYDLBAAXR
iIsSLONGFELLOW ) E
One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used 7\ I~
for the three L’s, X for the two O’s, etc. Single letters, S P TS|V
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words
are all hints. Each day the code letters are different. <S\-\I)‘9 RMDOO R) TIE]O
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquote: IT’S NOT GARBAGE;
IT’S A COLLECTION OF CHARACTER! — OSCAR

THE GROUCH

nitely is. Don't fall for it. Question
everything you hear. Tonight: Relax.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

% Tread carefully when talking
to parents, bosses or people in
authority today because what you
say might not be true. Or it might
be misunderstood or misconstrued.
Perhaps you don't have the right
facts, or you have been deceived.
Tonight: Focus on home and family.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

% This is not the day to pitch
your ideas to someone, to teach
a new concept to someone, or to
embrace a new philosophy or polit-
ical ideology. If you express these
ideas, you might lose credibility with
others because something is “off." It
doesn't ring true. Very likely, it won't
hold up to scrutiny. Tonight: Think
before you speak.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
% This is a poor day for finan-
cial discussions or agreements per-
taining to wills, inheritances, taxes,
debt or shared property. You might
be misinformed. You might not have
all the facts. Whatever the case, do
not sign important papers today.
Tonight: Save your money.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
%% Discussions with partners,
spouses and close friends will be
subject to misunderstandings today.
For some reason, a distortion of the
truth is highly likely today, and it
might be innocent or not. Be forgiv-
ing, but don't believe everything you
hear. Tonight: Be cautious.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) C )C )C )
%% This is a challenging day at

work. You might have the wrong HRWFA
information and waste time doing a

fruitless task. Someone might pur- OO O
posely deceive you or they might

innocently misinform you. Or per-

haps you misunderstood. Whatever EVSINT

the case, agree to nothing important () C Y Y )
today. Tonight: Listen. N AN
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) RTGAET

* %% Today it's easy to fall for a Y
“great idea” or think that something OO\ AN/

is too good to believe. Do what you
can to keep all your communications
and thinking clear when talking to
others. If you get the feeling that
something fishy is going on, it is!
Tonight: Observe.

BORN TODAY

Actor Tony Curtis (1925), actress,
singer, model Dilraba Dilmurat (1992),
TV journalist Anderson Cooper (1967)

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

Jumble

JUNMUSLIE

EDYNR
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Yesterday’s

Jumbles: KNACK

Answer:

Get the free JUST JUMBLE app - Follow us on Facebook

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

THE CEMETERY’S NEW SECLRITY
GUARD WORKED THE ---

Now arrange the circled letters
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

(Answers tomorrow)

STAND SCROLL COUSIN

The tiny offshoots on the tree had no intention of

leaving and planned to — STICK AROUND



