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Blondie

SO, YOU WANT TO CATER
A PARTY FOR YOUR
FASTING CLUB?

YES! WE'RE CELEBRATING
THE HEALTH BENEFITS
A BONE
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1 JUST DID
A TWO-DAY FAST!

PRIME RIB
PARTY PLATTER

SO WHAT KIND
OF MENU ARE YOU
CONSIDERING? DO
YOU WANT US TO
SERVE ONLY BONE
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THEY'RE TRYING
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PHONE NUMEBER.

TODAY. YOU
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IT'S BRIGHT OUT

PROBABLY WEAR
THIS BONNET.

I'M NOT TRYING
TO HIDE FROM
YOU, SUNBEAM.

SHOULD
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I'VE NEVER BEEN
FORMALLY CHARGED WITH

ANY CRIMES AS OF THE DATE OF THIS
RECORPDING, AND T APPROVE

THIS MESSAGE.
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Crossword - By Thomas Joseph

A[C[T[U PIL U[GIE[S
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ACROSS 44 Black Sea E|L MET R I!S E|E
1 Steam port N[OIT[S|O
7 Historic 45 Pop’s i ﬁ ; é N i ﬁ g E
times Warhol TEAMSISKATE
11 “Lawrence 46 Prepare [INIDITTA
of Arabia” AlC[S AN T;H
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13 Begin to 2 Greek Yesterday’s answer
oceur to letter 10 Cry loudly 30 Fix
14 Ticket 3 Highway 16 Dismissed 33 Key
remnant rescue 17 Letter 35 Sailor’s
15 Auto 4 Abbey flourish quaff
unlocker, group 18 Blood line 36 Staff
ofa 5 Lotion 19 Circulate member
17 SHZ:‘r:gs additive 21 Tea 37 Screening
low 6 Turn down  variety org.
20 Bumbling 7 Hot crimes 22 Lock of 38 Operated
23 Calamity 8 Support hair 40 Slalom
24 Less 9 Part of 24 Neigh section
gentle college sayer 11 E.mploy
26 Trickery email 25 Beally 42 Light
27 Have addresses impress touch
debts 2 3 7 8 9 10
28 Mamie’s 12
mate -
29 Had
the
lead E
31 Simple
denials
32 Fast
runners
33 March
time
34 Greek
letters
37 Factual
39 Anger
43 Dune
makeup T3
today. You also might benefit from
H orosco pe behind-the-scenes research. Tonight:

- By Georgia Nichols

Happy Birthday for Wednesday, Aug.
26, 2026:

You're independent, imaginative and
innovative. You're also ambitious and
filed with intellectual curiosity. This
year you reap the benefits of all
your hard work. Expect power, lead-
ership and recognition. You might
get a promotion. You might become
self-employed. You might win kudos,
awards and the spotlight. Seize busi-
ness opportunities.

The Stars Show the Kind of Day
You'll Have: 5-Dynamic; 4-Positive;
3-Average; 2-So-so; 1-Difficult

ARIES (March 21-April 19)

* % %% This is an excellent day for
a practical discussion with someone
older or more experienced. This might
happen by talking to a partner, close
friend or a member of the general
public. It's a positive day to schmooze.
Check the Moon Alert if spending
money. Tonight: Friendships.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

%% You're high-viz today, which
means people notice you more than
usual. This will probably benefit those
of you at work, because relations with
co-workers are mutually supportive

Be modest.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

% This is the perfect day to
explore avenues in publishing, the
media, medicine and the law, but do
so before the Moon Alert. Romance
with someone different might begin.
You also might welcome the advice of
someone who is older or more experi-
enced. (You don't have to reinvent the
wheel.) Tonight: Explore!

CANCER (June 21-July 22)

k% It's fortunate that you have
some strong energy now with fiery
Mars in your sign. In fact, it will stay
there for another month! Meanwhile,
discussions about shared proper-
ty and banking could benefit home
and family for you today. Someone
has your back. Tonight: Check your
finances.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

Kk This is a great day to
schmooze with others! It's curious,
because even though you will be
charming and diplomatic with every-
one, it's in your best interests to
go more than halfway when dealing
with others. Be accommodating and
cooperative. Tonight: Listen.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

%% You might be interested in
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One card points the way

Name your Game!

Over 70 titles to choose from.

*Word Games +Puzzles -Sudoku +Crosswords -Mahjongg
«Card Games -Casino Games and MUCH MORE!

bdtonline.com/games

Word Sleuth

WORD

North dealer.
Neither side vulnerable.
NORTH

The bidding:

North East South
14 Pass 1Y
2% 24 49
Opening lead — king of spades.

Defense is considered by many
players to be the most difficult part
of the game, but it wouldn’t be as
hard as it’s cracked up to be if the
defenders availed themselves of
every opportunity to help each
other out.

Consider this deal from a tourna-
ment where only one pair found the
way to defeat South’s four-heart
contract. At every table, the defense
started with West leading the king
of spades. Some Easts mechani-
cally signaled with the eight, and
West continued with the spade ace.

West
1o

Declarer ruffed, led a heart to the
ace, a club to the ace, drew trump
and eventually lost two diamonds
to finish with exactly 10 tricks.

At some tables, East tried to dis-
courage West from continuing
spades by playing the deuce at trick
one. West then either disregarded
the signal and played the ace any-
way or shifted to a club. In those
cases, South also made 10 tricks.

At one table, however, East found
the most effective way of stopping
West from leading a second spade
while at the same time suggesting a
diamond shift, the only return that
defeats the contract. Instead of
playing the deuce or eight on West’s
king, this inspired defender played
the queen!

This play could hardly be miscon-
strued by West as a singleton or a
doubleton, since East had sup-
ported spades during the bidding.
Nor could East be attempting to
show possession of the queen and
jack, since West — as East expected
— was looking at the jack in his
own hand.

The meaning of the queen was
thus eminently clear: East was ask-
ing West to shift to the higher-
ranking of the two remaining side
suits. So, West led the diamond
nine, and the Q-A and another dia-
mond, ruffed by West, gave the
defenders a well-deserved top score.

Tomorrow: The king can do no wrong.
©2026 King Features Syndicate Inc.

DAILY CRYPTOQUOTES - HERE'S HOW TO WORK IT:

Bu

bbles

Deep space

Du

st

Miming

@ THE SOUND
SLLEUTH = OFSILENCE
BQOLJHECAXVTRPN
LIDHFDYDBYXVTRP
OMELKINTHGUOHTG
TEEDLSBAIZXWUTT
REPWQAEOSNNLIJE.I
GF(SNOWFLAKEDCRG
AYPNXDGTBWCRVCN
TSARUPAHHBOTIEE.I
NNCDUSTHOGULUSM
KJESIRNUSSIBIQI
GFEZCEMIMOTNAPM

Tuesday’s unlisted clue: SWORDS

Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all directions -
forward, backward, up, down and diagonally.
Wednesday’s unlisted clue hint: SHEET-WEARING SPIRIT

Nightfall

Pantomime
Quicksand

Secret

©2026 King Features, Inc.

Serenity Sunset
Shadow Thought
Snowflake Zen
Sunrise

8/26

AXYDLBAAXR
isSLONGFELLOW

One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used

YESTERDAY’S ANSWER
DRAW —

for the three L’s, X for the two O’s, etc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words
are all hints. Each day the code letters are different.

8-26 CRYPTOQUOTE
X Q ETNNWG IuPp Z LW
PWQXLXLF EKWLI, XJP

PWQXLXJWAB OW

ZQ OUGOWKTW.
Yesterday’s Cryptoquote: A CROWN, IF IT HURTS
US, IS NOT WORTH WEARING. — PEARL BAILEY

buying beautiful things - clothing,
dishware, jewelry, artwork, whatever
strikes your fancy. If so, be aware
of the limitations of the Moon Alert
today. Meanwhile, financial discus-
sions will likely benefit you. Keep your
pockets open! Tonight: Work.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

% %% You'll enjoy socializing with
others today. Romantic connections
will be particularly appealing. If shop-
ping for wardrobe goodies, do be
aware of the limitations of today's
Moon Alert. You have a soft spot
in your heart for someone today.
Tonight: Be playful.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
%k A practical discussion with
someone older, perhaps a family
member, might introduce improve-
ments at home or within the family.
You also might be prepared to confide
in someone about a secret flirtation
or love affair. Continue to enjoy the
company of others, especially young-
er people. Tonight: Cocoon.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
%% Conversations with neigh-
bors, siblings and relatives will please
you today. In fact, someone older
might have advice for you, especially
related to a vacation, your kids, sports
or the arts. Be reasonable if you face
a dispute with someone about shared

expenses. Meanwhile, a casual friend-
ship might turn flirtatious. Tonight:
Discussions.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
%k Financial discussions will
go well today if you keep an eye on
the restrictions of the Moon Alert.
Bosses and authority figures will favor
you. As a result, you might be able to
benefit home and family in a practical
way. Naturally, this will please you.
Tonight: Check your belongings.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

* % %% You'e in the driver’s seat
today because the Moon is in your
sign dancing beautifully with both
Saturn and Venus. It's a great day
to make travel plans. An attraction
to someone "different” might occur.
Meanwhile, everyday discussions
will be down to earth and practical.
Tonight: You're strong.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)

%% Work going on behind the
scenes will benefit you today. In fact,
it could trigger money coming your
way. If spending today, you'll be care-
ful and frugal. Keep an eye on the
Moon Alert and its financial restric-
tions. Nevertheless, this is also a fun
day to socialize and explore sports
events and playful activities with kids.
Tonight: Enjoy solitude and pleasant
surroundings.
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

JUNIUSILE

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

LWDAR
C N 5
A N/ :
HSEOW 2
Y Y Y |E e et
A A A |4 longer.
=
RMRORI v
C\/\/\ 3
A A4 |E 2
C I— B A H E 8 HE RDLIATED ITH A DEGREE IN
N LSTREET BUILDING, WHICH MADE HIM A -
o N A/ Now arrange the circled letters
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All Rights Reserved. suggested by the above cartoon.
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(Answers tomorrow)

Jumbles: CROWD FRAME SLUDGE BECOME

Answer: The monsters’ baby wouldn’t be hideous enough
to scare people until he — GREW SOME

Yesterday’s



