
ACCEPT MORE WAYS TO PAY

CONTACT US TODAY FOR A FREE CONSULTATION  |  WWW.TEXASFIRST.BANK/MERCHANT-SERVICES

Increase your company’s revenue by giving your 
customers more ways to pay for your services! 

With merchant services from Texas First Bank, you 

can start accepting credit and debit cards:

In-Store Online By Phone or Tablet

• Loretta Jean Russell

• John P. Krolczyk

• Ollie James Ford, Jr.

• Bernice Wilson
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Final rehearsal 
REL hosts Galena Park 
in last non-district tilt
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For I will cast our nations 
before you and enlarge 
your borders.   
                – Exodus 34:24  
Lord you know no limits. 
I/we were created in 
your image! Above and 
beyond. Be encouraged!  
                                       – SH

COUNTY ADDING ENVIRONMENTAL EXPERTS AFTER REFINERY FIRES PAGE 2

SPORTS

SUNNEWS Battleship for Baytown

Photo by Jay Eshbach

A photo of a painting by beloved artist Ken Pridgeon of the Battleship Texas moored at Bayland Island. Local philan-
thropist Jay Eshbach commissioned the painting and will unveil it tonight at the Baytown council meeting. Eshbach is 
leading a effort to bring the battleship to Baytown.

HOTSPOTS

Dining tour stops at  
Que Lindo es Mexico
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Golden Grooves

Enjoy an evening of live 
music and dancing at the 
Golden Grooves Senior 
Dance from 7 to 10 p.m. 
Friday. The dance will be 
at Baytown Community 
Center Auditorium at 2407 
Market St.

Bring a dish to share 
with the crowd. The event 
is free to ages 50 and up. 
Call 281-420-6598 or visit 
www.baytown.org for more 
information. 
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SEE ARREST • PAGE 3LEE

Presentation to move USS Texas to Bayland Island tonight
BY CHRISTOPHER JAMES 

christopher.james@baytownsun.com 

What if you could drive over the 
Fred Hartman Bridge to see the last 
surviving dreadnought as you enter 
Baytown? 

A dry-docked USS Texas, or Bat-
tleship Texas, sitting next to a brand 
new conference center and hotel is 
what Jay Eshbach will present to 
Baytown City Council tonight in 
hopes of garnering support. 

“It’s a once-in-a-lifetime proj-
ect,” Eshbach said. “The U.S. has a 
population of 328 million, but very 
few of them can say they have a 
100-year-old national monument in 
their backyard. So I think its worth 
whatever we try to do to get it to 
Baytown.” 

Eshbach also hopes the city will 
consider forming a steering com-
mittee to evaluate the project and 
return with recommendations. 

“It needs to be done (soon) be-
cause the ship is leaving in Octo-
ber (for repairs) and will be gone 
a year,” Eshbach said. “And what-

ever it comes back 
to needs to be started 
in the near future, or 
there’s not going to 
be any place for it to 
go.” 

Once considered 
the world’s most 
powerful weapon, the 
Battleship Texas is in 

dire needs of repairs, which led to 
the approval of Senate Bill 1511, 
allowing the battleship to be towed 
from its berth near the San Jacinto 
Battle Ground and repaired to the 
tune of $35 million. 

Bruce Bramlett, the executive di-
rector of the Battleship Texas Foun-
dation, has said the historic dread-
nought would not be returning to 
its berth near the San Jacinto Mon-
ument. Citing lack of tourism and 
possible more deterioration from 
the waters, Bramlett said he is open 
to moving it to another location. 

However, where the ship would 
end up after repairs has been a 
source of controversy. 

Some say they want the ship, 

first commissioned in 1914, to be 
brought back to La Porte, where the 
U.S. Navy gifted it in 1948. 

But the names of some cities 
such as Galveston, Kemah or even 
Corpus Christi have been tossed 
around, as has Baytown. 

The prospect could bring 300,000 
to 400,000 visitors a year. 

“We will listen and consider all 
ideas that may help our communi-
ty,” City Manager Rick Davis said. 
“As a city, whether it locates to 
Baytown or not, we’re always in-
terested in the preservation of our 
national and Texas history. We just 
need to be open and consider all op-
tions.” 

“The Battleship Texas doesn’t 
just belong to the Navy or the De-
fense Department; it belongs to the 
country, it belongs to the state of 
Texas, it belongs to all of us,” he 
added. “I’m sure that the legislature 
will ultimately find the right home 
for it.” 

With Bayland Island slated for 

BY KAREN MATTHEWS AND JENNIFER PELTZ 
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — People who were too young 
on 9/11 to even remember their lost loved ones, 
and others for whom the grief is still raw, paid 
tribute with wreath-layings and the solemn roll 
call of the dead Wednesday as America marked 
the 18th anniversary of the worst terror attack 
on U.S. soil.

“Eighteen years. We will not forget. We 
cannot forget,” Bud Salter, who lost his sister, 
Catherine, said at ground zero.

President Donald Trump laid a wreath at the 
Pentagon, telling victims’ relatives: “This is 
your anniversary of personal and permanent 
loss.”

“It’s the day that has replayed in your mem-
ory a thousand times over. The last kiss. The 

last phone call. The last time hearing those pre-
cious words, ‘I love you,’” the president said.

Later, former President George W. Bush, 
who was in office on 9/11, and then-Defense 
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld attended another 
wreath-laying at the Pentagon.

Near Shanksville, Pennsylvania, the third 
site where planes crashed on Sept. 11, 2001, 
Vice President Mike Pence credited the crew 
and passengers who fought back against the 
hijackers with protecting him and others in the 
U.S. Capitol that day.

“I will always believe that I and many others 
in our nation’s capital were able to go home 
that day and hug our families because of the 
courage and selflessness of your families,” 
said Pence, who was an Indiana congressman 
at the time. 

Officials concluded the attackers had been 

aiming the plane toward Washington.
Nearly 3,000 people were killed when ter-

rorist-piloted planes slammed into the World 
Trade Center, the Pentagon and the field in 
Pennsylvania.

After reading part of the long list of names, 
Parboti Parbhu choked up as she spoke from 
the ground zero podium about her slain sister, 
Hardai. Even after nearly two decades, “there’s 
no easy way to say goodbye,” she said.

By now, the heritage of grief has been hand-
ed down to a new generation, including chil-
dren and young adults who knew their lost rel-
atives barely or not at all.

Like the families, the nation is still grappling 
with the aftermath of Sept. 11. The effects are 
visible from airport security checkpoints to Af-
ghanistan, where the post-9/11 U.S. invasion 
has become America’s longest war. 

18 years later, America vows never to forget

Finding 
common 
ground

Presidential forum

BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

Dr. Johnny Moore, the 
third finalist for the pres-
idency of Lee College to 
meet the community, said 
he considers Lee to be a 
destination institution and 
Baytown to be a place with 

much to offer 
for his whole 
family.

A native 
of Arkan-
sas who is 
c u r r e n t l y 
p r e s i d e n t 
of Pierpont 
Community 

and Technical College in 
Fairmont, West Virginia, 
Moore said his path to be-
coming the first member of 
his family to graduate from 
college came through ath-
letics.

“College was not talked 
about in my household un-
til my senior year of high 
school when I started re-
ceiving phone calls from 
basketball coaches.”

While he was recruiting 
by Texas schools such as 
University of Texas El Paso 
and Sam Houston State, he 
eventually went to a small 
private college in Arkansas, 
Philander Smith College, 
where he played basketball 
and got a degree in mathe-
matics.

His 30-year career in 
higher education started at 
a two-year college in Ar-
kansas and has also taken 
him to institutions in Tex-
as and West Virginia. All 
of that time has been in 
comprehensive two-year 
colleges except for a two-
year stint as president of 
his alma mater, Philander 
Smith.

He said going to a small 
private college gave him 
the experience of a small 
institution committed to 
providing a pathway for 
student success, which is 
the model he sees for com-
munity colleges.

BY MARK FLEMING 

mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

A 23-year-old New Orleans 

man was arrested Tuesday in 

Coweta County, Georgia, for a 

drive-by shooting in west Cham-
bers County Aug. 25.

The shooting occurred in the 
4000 block of Texana Drive, 
which is off FM 3180 between 
Beach City and Cove.

According to Chambers Coun-
ty Sheriff Bryan Hawthorne, the 
Sheriff’s Office received a 911 
call about 9:50 p.m. Aug. 25 
reporting shots fired. On arriv-
al, they learned that no one was 

injured but that 
a residence had 
been struck sever-
al times by gunfire 
from at least two 
separate weapons.

They learned 
that two persons 

had come to the house asking for 
two young adults, who the resi-
dents of the home said they did 
not know.

The homeowner asked them to 
leave.

As the two men were leaving 

Arrest made in Chambers Co. drive-by shooting
New Orleans man charged in Baytown neighborhood incident


