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Barbers Hill High School graduation

Photos submitted by Carla Rabalais

Top photo: The Barbers Hill High School Class of 2019 celebrates commencement at the end of ceremonies on Friday at Eagle Stadium. Photos above, from left: Barbers Hill Class of 
2019 Class President Ethan Daniels reminisces 13 years on the Hill with his classmates during graduation ceremonies; Barbers Hill High School Class of 2019 Salutatorian Justin Karl 
addresses a crowd of over 6,000 during commencement ceremonies; and Barbers Hill Valedictorian Kathryn Hok addresses her classmates during her speech. 

Angleton sinks Barbers Hill state hopes
BY ALAN DALE

alan.dale@baytownsun.com

HOUSTON - The two high-
est-ranked teams in Class 5A 
softball proved once again they 
were worthy of that respect times 
10.

No. 1 Angleton and Barbers 
Hill played the third and final 
game of the best-of-three Class 
5A Region 3 Final at the Univer-
sity of Houston Saturday with a 
trip to Austin and a state semifi-
nal on the line.

It will not be Barbers Hill’s 
trip to make.

In arguably one of best high 
school softball games and series 
played anywhere at any time, 
Angleton held on by the narrow-
est margins, holding off another 
of a litany of rallies this weekend 
to escape with a well-earned 9-8 
victory.

“Obviously we don’t feel very 
good, it was definitely not where 
we expected to end our season,” 
Barbers Hill head coach Aaron 
Fuller said.

Angleton came out playing the 
role of No. 1 heavies and expect-
edly with something to prove af-
ter Thursday’s 5-4 loss in Game 
2. They quickly scored two runs 
off of Samantha Landry thanks 
to a round-tripper to start off the 
game.

But Barbers Hill shrugged 
it off in its first at-bat as Matee 
Simon doubled, Stephanie Nie-
mann singled and then Universi-
ty of Pittsburgh signee Rebecca 
Miller put the Lady Eagles up 
3-2 with her own fence-clearing 
missile.

Not a bad way to start the most 
important game of the season.

The middle of the Wildcats 
lineup stepped in to focus in the 

third inning and did what they 
did all weekend: Create runs.

A double and a tricky-hop sin-
gle against Landry tied the game 
at 3-all.

Oh, hum, Barbers Hill just had 
to get a bit more hyped up and 
that is never a problem.

Sydney Hoyt singled, Hayley 
Freudenberg reached on a sharp-
ly struck ball that turned into an 
Angleton error and then came 
Miller time.

The senior blasted another 
pulverizing hit that would make 
a Thanos punch look like a slap 

with a glove and her three-run 
dinger put Barbers Hill up 6-3 in 

the bottom of the third inning.
Once again the Wildcat heart 

of the lineup struck again. In the 
fifth, Angleton scored two runs 
and Landry was replaced by So-
phia Simpson.

Simpson faced one batter and 
Jessica Mullins relieved her in 
the circle. When the Wildcats 
were done, they left the frame 
with a 7-6 lead.

Angleton added two runs in 
the seventh to pad its advantage 
and set the stage for a dramatic 
Barbers Hill rally in its last at-
bat.

Miller was walked intention-
ally, Kaylee Hornberger singled 
and Landry got on via a Wildcat 
error and the two girls scored in 
front of her to make it 9-8 with 
only one out.

With two outs, a high chopper 
by Amber Thibodeaux allowed 
her to beat the throw to first base 
and the Lady Eagles had runners 
on the corners with their last out 
staring them down.

Simon would strike out one 
pitch after a potential game-win-
ning double down the left field 
line was foul by six inches.

“We knew all year we were on 
a collision course to meet An-
gleton here in the finals,” Fuller 
said. “This series here didn’t dis-
appoint anybody, other than us 
for not winning. You saw three 
heavyweight games by two tal-
ented teams just going back and 
forth all weekend. It came down 
right there by what, six inches or 
so.

“If that ball is six more inch-
es to the right we are celebrat-
ing and heading to Austin next 
week. Even though we finished 
our season, they should be proud 
of what they have accomplished 
this year.”

Time runs out on Lady Eagles in regional finals with 9-8 loss to Class 5A No. 1 team 

Baytown Sun photos by Alan Dale

Top photo, Rebecca Miller has a 
welcome home party waiting fol-
lowing a home run against Angle-
ton Saturday. Right photo, Matee 
Simon reaches base safely.
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