
with a Consolidation Loan from CRCU!

ERASE 
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RATES AS 
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Decade great
J.J. Watt unanimous  
All-Decade selection

WEATHER
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COMMUNITY

Like our Facebook 
page: facebook.com/
BaytownSun

Follow us on Twitter: 
@thebaytownsun

CONNECT

BY ALAN DALE
alan.dale@baytownsun.com

Will Hughes decided to be a positive light 
people could look for through the shadow of a 
pandemic. So, the Anahuac man decided to help 
put the fate of his fellow Americans in his artis-
tic hands.

Hughes has taken to cutting wood to make 
about four-plus dozen signs around the area 

Pre-K student Derek Flores got a big surprise on his fifth birthday April 2nd when members of the Baytown Fire 
Department, social distancing, arrived to sing “Happy Birthday” to him and bring him presents. Derek attends 
Crockett Elementary in Goose Creek CISD.

Crisis ‘uncharted 
waters’ for rolling 
food fairs 

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

Officials with the Baptist 
Child and Family Services 
headquartered in San Antonio 
are providing more information 
about three employees, and the 
children, at its Lynchburg facili-
ty. Harris County Public Health 
said Thursday three employees 
at the facility were confirmed 
to have the COVID-19 virus. 

In a statement released by 
the BCFS public information 
officer, they said the 40 mi-
nors currently with their care 
have not exhibited symptoms 
or have tested positive for the 
COVID-19 virus. 

The facility’s PIO confirmed 
the HCPH’s announcement 
about three of its staff members 
having the virus. 

“BCFS Health and Human 
Services have confirmed that 
three of its staff members at 
the residential-based care fa-
cility in Baytown, Texas, test-
ed positive for COVID-19,” 
the statement read. “The staff 
members did not require hos-
pitalization, are currently un-
der isolation, and are receiving 
appropriate medical treatment. 
After contact tracing by our ep-
idemiologist, it was determined 
that no residents of the facility 
had been exposed. All staff and 
residents will be monitored as 
a precaution, but again at this 
time, no residents have shown 
symptoms of any illness, and 
no confirmed cases of residents 
have been identified.”

The statement further said 
the facility officials will work 
closely with local entities to 
“ensure all protocols are being 
met and followed as appropri-
ate.”

“As caregivers at this res-
idential-based care facility, 
these employees are considered 
essential staff,” the PIO stated. 

Virus 
limited 
to staff 
Lynchburg facility 
infections traced 
back to travel 

Signs of the times

SEE SIGNS • PAGE 8

Birthday surprise

Will Hughes has been posting signs all across Anahuac to encourage safety 
during the COVID-19 shutdown. His dog Annie also helps out.

BY ALAN DALE
alan.dale@baytownsun.com

Another food fair held by Hearts and Hands of 
Baytown Saturday morning and the works the organi-
zation and its volunteers continues to aid many during 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

According to Nikki Rincon, executive director of 
Hearts and Hands, Saturday’s drive thru event at Faith 
Family Church added to the estimated 4,000-plus fam-
ilies fed – reaching over 16,000 individuals – through 
130,000 pounds of foods.

“The food fairs have gone remarkably well consider-
ing we are navigating in unchartered waters,” Rincon 
said. “It has been a beautiful collaboration of ministries 
and agencies coming together in unity to fulfill the mis-
sion we have before us. I am seeing a tapestry being 
woven together with magnificent colors, each of us a 
different thread contributing what we can in serving. 
Many are praying, some sewing masks, others packing 
produce and loading cars, each task is highly valued 
and culminates in the picture of the church.”

Most of the food has come from the Houston Food 
Bank, whether it be pallets of fresh produce or nonper-
ishables that are brought from the Baytown organiza-
tion’s pantry location along with retail donations from 
their partners in the community.

Man on a mission: ‘I  just  
want to make a difference’

Will Hughes of Ana-
huac with one of his 
signs he is posting 
around Anahuac.

SEE FAIRS • PAGE 8

BY MARCIA DUNN
AP Aerospace Writer

A supermoon rises in the sky this week, look-
ing to be the biggest and brightest of the year.

Not only will the moon be closer to Earth 
than usual, it will also be a full moon. Scientists 
call this cosmic combo a supermoon. The moon 
will be 221,855 miles away at its fullest tonight, 
making it appear larger and more brilliant.

NASA is encouraging everyone to look sky-
ward, whether it’s outside or through a living 
room window.

Scientist Noah Petro of NASA’s Goddard 
Space Flight Center in Maryland said the im-
portant thing is to stay safe while moon-gazing 
during the pandemic. 

“If you can’t get out safely ... then fine,” Petro 
said. “Go out next month or whenever it’s safe 
again. Use the full moon as an excuse to get out 
and start looking at the moon.”

There’s a string of supermoons this spring. So 
if you miss the upcoming lunar show, catch the 
next one May 7.

In mid-April, the waning moon will pass by 
Saturn, Jupiter and Mars, clustered in the south-
eastern sky before dawn.

All this comes after a brilliant Venus passed 
a few days ago in front of the Pleiades, the so-
called Seven Sisters star cluster.

Catch tonight’s 
supermoon, biggest 
& brightest of year

SEE STAFF • PAGE 8
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County cites privacy 
in quadrant reporting 

BY MARK FLEMING

mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

On Saturday, Baytown Mayor Bran-

don Capetillo announced that there were 

seven confirmed COVID-19 cases in 
Baytown, according to an update he re-

ceived that afternoon from Harris County 

Public Health.
He said at the time the city would pro-

vide updated information on the number 
of confirmed cases as it was received.

In spite of Capetillo relaying the infor-
mation he received from Harris County 
Public Health and other county cities,  

BY MATT HOLLIS

matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

Upon the news of the City of Baytown 
announcing on its Facebook site Satur-

day there are seven confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 in the city, Brenda Medina 
came forward and said her mother is one 

of them.
“My mother is in the hospital right now 

with a confirmed case of COVID-19,” 
Medina said. “My dad (Ramiro Alaffa) 
had the symptoms first. He was tested on 
Tuesday of last week, and we have not 
seen the results. I took my mom to the 

Woman shares mom’s 
positive test journey

SEE TEST • PAGE 8SEE COUNTY • PAGE 8

But now they desire a 
better country, that is, 
an heavenly: wherefore 
God is not ashamed to 
be called their God: for 
he hath prepared for 
them a city!.                             
– Hebrews 11:16

Better days are coming. 
Be encouraged!    – SH

Chance of rain • Page 3

High

85
Low

72

SUNNEWS
SPORTS

Bridging a gap
Program seeking to 
connect young, old

Health dept. denies providing info on seven city cases Parents doing well; father awaiting virus test results

Troopers begin 
screening travelers 

from Louisiana
ORANGE, Texas (AP) — 

State troopers started stop-
ping and screening travelers 
entering Southeast Texas 
from Louisiana on Sunday, 
in accordance with an exec-
utive order from Gov. Greg 
Abbott. 

Troopers stopped vehicles 
at a visitors center on Inter-
state 10 near Orange, and re-
quired travelers to complete 
a travel form, said Texas 
Department of Public Safety 
Sgt. Stephanie Davis, who 
added that no one was being 
turned back.


