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*All loans subject to credit approval. Under certain circumstances, private mortgage insurance (PMI) and an escrow account 
for taxes and insurance may be required. Other eligibility includes a credit score of 695 or greater, no bankruptcy in the 
previous 36 months, debt-to-income ratio not to exceed 39%. Loan will consist of a 95% loan-to-value first lien mortgage, 
and a second lien mortgage up to 15% loan-to-value, with a maximum combined loan-to-value of 110%. Minimum down 
payment = 3% with seasoned funds, which can be applied to closing costs or down payment. No gifts or borrowed funds. 
Max purchase = $250,000. Other credit and income qualifications will apply. Minimum finance amount of $75,000. Offer 
does not include FHA, VA, and USDA mortgages or other government backed mortgage loans. Investment properties 
and Jumbo Loans are not eligible for this offer. Verifiable employment required and time on job required of 1 year plus. 
^Investment properties, Home Equity Loans and Jumbo Mortgage Loans are not eligible for the Best Rate Guarantee. Real 
estate promotions cannot be combined with any other offer. Certain other credit and income qualifications 
may apply. A competitors Mortgage Loan Estimate dated within three business days of CRCU’s mortgage loan 
offer is required in order to qualify for Best Rate Guarantee. CRCU reserves the right to cancel or change these 
promotions at any time. Please contact a representative for more details. CRCU membership required.
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It may be a little late, but for 
the Cove Fire and Rescue Station, 
there is always a good time for a 
ribbon cutting.

Especially when it symbolizes 
growth that announces to those in 
and around Chambers County that 
it takes pride in its volunteer fire 
department.

A much higher number of spec-
tators and celebrants arrived in 
Cove last Friday for the ceremo-
ny that was meant to take place in 
2020, but due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, it was shelved and fi-
nally was able to bring the scissors 
to light.

The ceremony was a celebration 
of the station’s expansion of two 
more bays and 30 feet of size go-
ing toward the back to offer a more 
spacious feel.

The project’s estimated cost 
was set at just over $1 million and 
sponsored by Chambers County.

“I am pretty excited about the 
expansion getting done,” Cove 
Fire and Rescue Chief Joe Rob-
inson said. “This is good intro-
duction to the community and the 
county. We have more room for 
everything. and every bay is tak-
en up. With the small amount of 
bays, everything else was parked 
outside.”

Robinson said that the new look 
station has amped up the depart-
ment’s morale and even has aided 

the recruitment of new firefighters.
“We got people wanting to join 

the station because it’s so big,” 
Robinson said. “We have had an 
all-time high of 42 members: all 
volunteers. Housekeeping, appear-
ances and keeping our equipment 
up to par is good for a first impres-
sion and gives them confidence 
that it’s an actual fire department.

“It makes them proud.”
Chambers County Justice of 

the Peace Pct. 4 Blake Sylvia said 
that the day was a sign of support 
and appreciation for the depart-
ment, especially as the community 
grows.

“It supports them for giving up 
their time and money to keep us 
safe,” Sylvia said. “So, whatever 
we can do to support them? I’m 
all in. This tells people that we are 
committed to the health and safety 
of our community.”

Sylvia said that when he or po-
lice are dispatched to a scene of 
an accident or some other malady, 
they get paid for their jobs as the 
fire department does not and that 
motivates him to get behind days 
like these.

“We appreciate them,” Sylvia 
said. “It’s a good recruiting tool 
for the volunteer fire department. 
They have an exercise room, a 
lounge area and so it’s not just a 
job for them. These guys are like 
family.

“I am so glad we are giving back 
to them.”

Cove marks $1 million expansion of fire station

BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

FM 3180 — Eagle Drive 
— may be open under In-
terstate 10 in time for the 
beginning of the school 
year, but relentless rain is 
making that goal more of 
a challenge. That was one 
of the updates provided to 
the West Chambers Coun-
ty Chamber of Commerce 
Tuesday as members heard 
about the status of the many 
state and county road proj-
ects underway in the area.

Focus for that busy in-
terchange will then shift to 
getting the new ramps com-
plete, a project that could 
be finished by the end of 
the year, according to Noel 
Salac, an engineer with 
the Texas Department of 
Transportation Beaumont 
District.

He said work on the In-
terstate at Winnie is also 
nearing completion, proba-
bly within a month or two, 
but construction will con-
tinue into Jefferson County.

Work of FM 2354 is also 
about a month away from 
completion, he said.

I-10 
work 
nears 
end
Overpass completion 
before schools starts 
remains a challenge
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Shortstop reports 
to Arizona rookie 
league next week

BY ALAN DALE
alan.dale@baytownsun.com

Barbers Hill alum Cam Cau-
ley has gone from state baseball 
champion to the Texas Rangers in 
a matter of six weeks.

Only eight days after being 
drafted by the Major League 
Baseball organization, Cauley, 
who helped lead the Eagles to 
their first-ever state 
title in June, made 
it official by signing 
with the Rangers af-
ter being drafted in 
third round of the 
draft last week.

Cauley, who was 
set to begin his 
collegiate career at 
national powerhouse Texas Tech, 
will abscond from the NCAA 
route and begin his professional 
playing career in Surprise, Arizo-
na when he heads out there Sun-
day.

Cauley, a shortstop, will com-
pete in the Arizona Complex 
League where all high school 
draftees play for the next two 
months hoping to absorb what 
they can from the team higher ups 
for the next two months.

“At the end I could go down to 
Low A baseball or their playoffs, 
but that is undetermined,” Cauley 
said. “It all depends on what the 
head guys decide to do.”

Cauley signed with the Rang-
ers after getting a million-dollar 
signing bonus. He is now locked 
in to a minimum seven-year, mi-
nor-league contract, Cauley said. 
Once that ends Cauley can be-
came a free agent.

The contract has to be paid 
out as long as Cauley honors his 

commitment and stays playing, 
he said, and noted that weekly 
salary is variable depending on 
where a player is on the contract.

He noted a rookie pay starts at 
approximately $500 a week.

“It has always been my dream 
to play professionally,” Cauley 
said. “D1 is a milestone for a lot 
of kids, but I dreamed of being an 
MLB player and I got the oppor-
tunity and everything I asked for. 
It became a no-brainer when we 
sat down and thought about it.”

Cauley said not playing for 

Tech will have some hollow spots 
after building a relationship with 
the coaching staff.

“They are amazing guys, and 
I will definitely miss playing for 
that,” Cauley said. “But I am ex-
cited to start my dream off and 
see where it takes me.”

Cauley said he will pursue a 
degree as soon as his professional 
career is securely underway.

“Getting a degree is a big thing 
for my family so I will definitely 
do that,” he said.

He also notes that his evolved 

bank account will make life inter-
esting going forward.

“It’s crazy,” Cauley said. “I 
am ready. With my dad play-
ing professionally, I have a little 
background info. It’s got a little 
better since he played. The minor 
league system has developed, and 
they take care of their players and 
the improved facilities. 

“It’s a win-win for me. It’s go-
ing to be a lot of fun.”

Cauley’s father Chris Cauley 
played for the Chicago White Sox 
from 1987 to 1990.

Eagle signs with Texas Rangers

Barbers Hill graduate Cam Cauley signs his professional baseball contract with the Texas Rangers. Cauley, who 
helped lead Barbers Hill to the Class 5A state title in June and was signed to play at Texas Tech, will report to 
Surprise, Arizona next week to begin play rookie league ball for the next few months. 

CAULEY

Plenty of supportive and enthusiastic members of Chambers County arrived Friday at the Cove Fire and 
Rescue Station to partake in the ribbon cutting event that ultimately celebrated the building’s expansion 
that added two bays and extra room toward the back. Cove Fire and Rescue Chief Joe Robinson execut-
ed the ribbon cutting with an assist from Chambers County Judge Jimmy Sylvia. (Sun photo by Alan Dale)
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