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• Emilio B. Barajas        

• Marshall Ray Mattingly                            

• Edna Gonzalez Garcia

• Mary Edith Ingersoll

• Janice Gaynell Liles                            

• David K. Schrock

• John H. Andrews

• Dennis Moore                           

• Janet Gilbert

• Marie Virginia Nail 
Humphries-Haltom
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In that day you will say: 
“Give praise to the LORD, 
proclaim his name; make 
known among the nations 
what he has done, and 
proclaim that his name is 
exalted.  – Isaiah 12:4
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*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Monthly payment would be $138.70 on $3,000 borrowed for 24 months at 5.99% APR, including all applicable discounts. All loans subject to credit approval and some restrictions may apply. Payment also includes 
monthly premium for Payment Protection which includes Credit Life and Disability Insurance. Credit Life and Disability Insurance is not required. Membership required. Offer subject to change or cancellation without notice.
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BARBERS HILL ROLLS OVER DAYTON IN RAIN-SOAKED TILT SPORTS

BY MICHAEL PINEDA
michael.pineda@baytownsun.com

L
ocked away in an old, forgotten suitcase was a 
treasure trove waiting to be discovered and now 
that it has been found, a Baytown woman is look-

ing to return the contents the rightful owner. 
Kathleen Campbell has a large number of letters dat-

ing from the 1800s to 1913. The letters had been placed 
in the garage of a home that former Pelly mayor Ed 
Cleveland used to own. Campbell’s parents bought the 
home and when they eventually moved, the suitcase 
was found and taken with the other belongings. 

Campbell’s father passed away and while going 
through the home, the suitcase was rediscovered and 
with it priceless letters detailing life in Alabama and 
Texas written by Cleveland’s family members.

“They didn’t find them until they moved out of the 
house,” Campbell said of her parents. “When my dad 
died, we found the letters and we didn’t know why we 
had them.

“I opened the suitcase and I could not believe it.”

Campbell’s stepmom explained how they had been 
discovered. Campbell began going through the letters 
and organizing them according to year. What she found 
was amazing. There are three letters from a soldier, 
William Edward Leslie, in the 5th Alabama Regiment 
writing about being stationed in Pensacola, Florida and 
traveling to Manassas where the first major battle of 
the Civil War was fought. There is a Democratic tick-
et from a presidential campaign of Grover Cleveland. 
There is also ongoing correspondence between two sis-
ters. 

“I have read most of them,” Campbell said. “Back 
then, letters were written properly with the date and 
year on them.”

She added there is something about holding a letter 
over 100 years old in your hand. Often, those letters 
were hand delivered in town. And the penmanship was 
impressive. Campbell said it almost looks like calligra-
phy in a number of cases. 

“You can lose hours searching through them, it is 

Kathleen Campbell discovered a treasure trove of history when she opened a old suitcase and found letters dating 
from the 1800s to 1913. (Baytown Sun photo by Michael Pineda)

Calling all 
Goodfellows

Many years ago, the peo-
ple of Baytown responded 
to a call to banish sadness 
among young children in 
this community at Christ-
mastime. They banded 
together and called them-
selves Goodfellows with 
the purpose of making sure 
that no deserving child was 
without the things that give 
Christmas its full meaning. 

Over the years since that 
time long ago, the Goodfel-
lows have grown in number 
as the demand for more at-
tention to underprivileged 
children increased. 

Because of the increase 
in the number of deserving 
children and the higher cost 
of the items for Goodfel-
lows, more money is need-
ed this year. 

All you have to do to 
become a Goodfellow is 
to make a contribution to 
the annual Christmas fund. 
Whatever you can spare 
will be appreciated and put 
to good use. Once a Good-
fellow, always a Goodfel-
low is a fitting slogan that 
has been a part of the drive. 

Many Baytonians have 
contributed over the years, 
a practice that is being con-
tinued by their children. 

The Goodfellows need 
your help this year. 

You can bring your gift 
to The Sun offices, 1301 
Memorial Drive, or mail it 
to Goodfellows in C/O The 
Baytown Junior Forum, 
P.O. Box 8116, Baytown 
77522.

Drive-thru service utilized 

for 20 percent of the voting

BY MATT HOLLIS

matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

Before Thanksgiving, at least 50 voters have 
cast ballots so far in the early voting portion of 
the city council runoff race, according to the 
Harris County Clerk’s office. 

On Wednesday, 41 voted at the Lee Col-

lege’s Center for Workforce and Community 
Development Building, while another 10 used 
the drive-thru service. 

Charles Cruz, the former voting judge at 
Lee College for the Nov. 3 election, explained 
why there are two sets of numbers for the one 
college location.

“The smaller number is the drive-thru vot-
ing,” Cruz said. 

One day before the Nov. 3 Election Day, 
Federal Judge Andrew Hanen ruled to dismiss 
a lawsuit filed by four Texas Republicans – 
State Rep. Steve Toth, Steven Hotze, Wendell 

Champion, and Sharon Hemphill - to inval-
idate some 127,000 votes casts in drive-thru 
formats in the Houston area. A petition filed by 
the same group to block the drive-thru votes 
was denied by the Texas Supreme Court the 
day before. The drive-thru formats were estab-
lished in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

“It is my understanding because of the ongo-
ing lawsuit, they are segregating the drive-thru 
votes because it has been challenged already, 
and it has not been resolved yet,” Cruz said.

Early voting continues for runoff races

Driver 
charged 
in train 
death

BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

A Baytown-area wom-
an was charged with man-
slaughter after she alleged-
ly drove past two stopped 
vehicles and a railroad 
crossing barrier into the 
path of an oncoming train 
in Channelview Thursday, 
leading to the death of a 
passenger in her vehicle.

A report from the Har-
ris County Sheriff’s Office 
said that 32-year-old Brit-
tinie Green, whose address 
is listed as the 2300 block 
of Hodges Street in Mc-
Nair, drove northbound 
in the southbound lane of 
the 10500 block of Shel-
don Road, bypassing the 
railroad barrier and cars 
stopped for it.

While crossing the 
tracks, the BMW X3 she 
was driving was struck by 
a westbound Amtrak pas-
senger train travelling from 
New Orleans.

A passenger in Green’s 
car, Rhonda Clay, was 
ejected from the vehicle 
and was dead when an am-
bulance arrived.

Green was taken to a 
hospital to be treated for in-
juries not considered to be 
life-threatening.

According to the sheriff’s 
office, the occupants of the 
cars stopped for the train 
rendered aid but were un-
able to save Clay.

According to Harris 
County District Clerk re-
cords bail had not yet been 
set for Green on Friday. 
The District Attorney’s Of-
fice requested bail be set at 
$100,000.

BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

Food trucks, live entertainment, ice 
skating, a petting zoo, pony rides and 
more than 70 vendors will bring Christ-
mas cheer to the Town Square area for 
the 23rd annual Christmas on Texas Av-
enue Dec. 5.

Shopping and fun kick off at 10 a.m. 
and continues to 4 p.m. in the 200 block 
of West Texas Avenue and surrounding 
blocks.

Also going on is the annual classic car 
show from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. with car show 
awards announced at 2:30 p.m.

Live entertainment on the Town 
Square state and also in Umbrella Alley 
in the 100 block of West Texas starts and 
10 a.m. and goes on until 6 p.m.

Scheduled entertainment includes R. 
L. Bell, Gary Michael Dahl Band, a fire 
breather, Rapper Inael Hopkins, Jus-
tin Goudeau, Phil Lerma Band, Moko 
Jumbies (stilt walkers), the Lee High 
School Jazz Band and Tropical Steel 
Pan Orchestra. Mayor Brandon Capetil-
lo and District 2 Council Member Chris 
Presley will welcome guests.

David Isick organized and will emcee 
the entertainment. “I’m excited to host 

STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS

The surging coronavirus 
continued to strain hos-
pitals in Texas Friday, as 
some hard-hit parts of the 
state remained under cur-
fews aimed at stemming 
the spread of COVID-19 
over the holiday weekend. 

State health authorities 
reported more than 8,500 
Texans hospitalized with 
COVID-19 Friday, a drop 
from 8,700 Thursday, but 
still a more than 50% in-

crease from a month ago. 
State data show limited 
intensive-care unit capaci-
ty in regions including the 
Texas Panhandle and El 
Paso area.

Local leaders in El Paso 
and San Antonio have 
issued partial curfews 
through Monday morning. 

The Texas Department 
of State Health Services 
reported 2,473 confirmed 

Century-old letters found in 
suitcase reveal family’s past

Lost and Found

Virus continues to 
strain state hospitals

Christmas season kickoff
Annual Texas Avenue street fest set for Dec. 5
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