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Officials wary of Rep’s HB 3 claims
BY MATT HOLLIS

matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

Gov. Greg Abbott may have signed 
the school finance reform package 
into law, and there may be substantial 
changes coming down to the school 
finance system, but some officials are 
not ready to do a victory dance just 
yet. 

House Bill 3 includes over $5 billion 
in property tax relief, merit-based pay 
increases for educators, an increase in 
the state’s basic allotment of per-pupil 
funding to school districts, an increase 
in the state’s share of public education 
funding, and a reduction in “Robin 
Hood” recapture paid by certain dis-
tricts.

“I am grateful to the Governor for 
signing this landmark legislation and 
proud to have delivered meaningful 
property tax relief as well as a con-
siderable decrease in the recapture 
paid by school districts in Chambers 
County. House Bill 3 will reduce re-
capture by nearly 50% statewide. 

Chambers County tax-
payers and school dis-
tricts will benefit exten-
sively,” proclaimed state 
Rep. Mayes Middleton, 
R-Wallisville, who rep-
resents Chambers Coun-
ty.

For nearby Barbers 
Hill ISD, the bill will reduce its tax 
rate by 7 cents, increase state funding 
by $10.6 million, and cut recapture by 
$10.7 million, which is a reduction in 
recapture of over 50 percent, accord-
ing to a statement from Rep. Mayes 
Middleton’s office. 

Dr. Greg Poole, Barbers Hill ISD 
superintendent, said while the num-
bers sound good, it is not a cause for 
celebration. 

“Barbers Hill is cautious to declare 
this legislative session a victory for 
public education in Texas,” Poole 
said. “The legislature did provide re-
lief to the taxpayer as Rep. Middleton 
states, but the legislature did not ad-

dress how to fund the tax cuts beyond 
the biennium and much of our funding 
is temporary transition money. We are 
hopeful Rep. Middleton will consider 
changing his opposition to Chapter 
313s if he is serious about his desire 
to address Robin Hood. HB 3 reduces 
the recapture by $10 million over two 
years, but Chapter 313s reduces Bar-
bers Hills’ recapture by $20 million 
over the same two years. In addition, 
unlike the ongoing funding uncertain-
ty of HB3, 313s are guaranteed for 
their 10-year lifespan.” 

Now that the bill has been signed 
into law, the tax rate reduction should 
be seen in the fall, most likely Sep-
tember.

Middleton’s release also stated Ana-
huac ISD’s tax rate would drop by 
7 cents, and the district will experi-
ence increase state funding by nearly 
$950,000. In addition, it claimed East 
Chambers ISD’s tax rate will decrease 
by $0.09 cents, and state funding will 
increase by nearly $2.4 million.

MIDDLETON

The Barbers Hill High School tennis program has continued to make strides as one of the better ones in Southeast Texas, according to head coach Tyler Thames. 

Eagles tennis causing big racquet
BY ALAN DALE

alan.dale@baytownsun.com

Over nearly two decades, Tyler Thames 
has led the Barbers Hill tennis program.

As this spring comes to a close, he is 
happy with where they are as another 
team tennis season approaches.

The program played host to its annual 
tennis camp as 50-plus kids from fourth-
to-ninth grades showed up to learn the 
ways of the Eagles program.

“Four days of coming out to play tennis 
and have fun,” Thames said. “We had a 
few champions in the hitting, backhand 
and serving categories. They are looking 
good and we are going to need them pret-
ty fast because I graduated pretty heavy 
numbers. I have a couple freshman boys 

and about 4-5 freshmen girls that if they 
continue to develop, they’ve got a pretty 
good chance to a pretty productive high 
school player.”

The interest level with the sport has re-
mained strong in the area and the Eagles 
program has benefitted.

“We’ve got a pretty vibrant program for 
a small school,” Thames said. “Year in, 
year out, we have one of the better pro-
grams in Southeast Texas in the 5A cat-
egory. I know we have had an uptick in 
the area with Sterling having some suc-
cess lately. Tennis is funny: It comes in 
bunches. You normally don’t get just one 
good kid, they usually come in groups of 
four and five. It’s a social sport where they 
push each other along and help each other 
develop.

“Everyone wants to be better than ev-
erybody else and that’s good for you.”

The high school program had about 60 
players which Thames said compares with 
some of the bigger programs in the area. 
Barbers Hill can fill rosters at every level 
for boys and girls and 95 kids came out 
for the middle school program.

“I think we are in pretty good shape,” 
Thames said. “The good thing is that 
coaches are willing to share athletes and I 
have been places where that doesn’t exist. 
I’ve had cheerleaders play varsity tennis. 
My two best boys last year were varsity 
basketball players. I’ve had volleyball 
players. It runs the gamut.”

He may have lost his graduated athletes, 
but Thames does not see a dip in the pro-
gram numbers and hopes to keep teaching 

the game the best he knows.
“We always start out with, ‘Consistency 

is your first weapon,’” Thames said. “We 
start with these young kids to getting it 
over the net has extreme value. That nev-
er fails. As they develop, you try to add 
variety and power. Consistency though, is 
hard to beat.

“Every kid is different with different 
strengths and weaknesses and each tennis 
match is fun: Every tennis match is dif-
ferent. It’s like a chess match. Sometimes 
you play to your strengths and others you 
play to your opponent’s weakness. We 
have a saying: ‘Ugly but effective.’ There 
is nothing wrong with winning ugly. It 
doesn’t say in the newspaper that Little 
Johnny won but it was ugly. We are all 
about winning.”

McDowell gets 50 years
 BY MATT HOLLIS

matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

A man who murdered his wife, hid 
the body in the trunk of her car and then 
dumped it in a forest area was handed a 
50-year sentence for his crime. 

A jury in a Galveston courtroom had 
already found Steven McDowell, 46, 
guilty of murdering Crystal McDowell, 
37, his ex-wife, earlier this week. He 
killed her, claiming he “hugged” her to 

death, after she came to 
a home they still shared 
on the morning of Aug. 
25, 2017, the day Hur-
ricane Harvey arrived. 
According to video tes-
timony from the cou-
ple’s young daughter, 
she witnessed her father 
kill her mother. Anoth-
er child was upstairs 

asleep. 

Steven McDowell will have to serve 
a flat 25 years before he is eligible for 
parole.

Jeff Walters, Crystal McDowell’s un-
cle, was among many in the courtroom 
who gasped when the sentence was read. 

“He took her from us, and he deserves 
worse,” Walters shouted, struggling 
through tears. “He was given leniency, 
in my opinion. He did exactly what he 
was going to do. He said he was going 
to destroy her so she couldn’t be with 
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Steven McDowell, left, sits with his attorney Keaton 
D. Kirkwood during sentencing last week. 

Lengthy sentence fails to satisfy victim’s family
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CASA of Liberty and Chambers counties is host-
ing its inaugural fishing tournament on Saturday, 
July 20 at Oak Island Lodge in Anahuac. 

The event features cash prizes for first through 
third place in Team Stringer, Individual Red, and 
Individual Trout categories. There will be a 50/50 
cash payout for Redfish, Trout, Flounder, Blackjack 
(first team with closest redfish to 21”), and Texas 
Slam (heaviest stringer with one trout, one redfish 
and one flounder) Calcutta Games. 

A captain’s meeting will be held July 19, from 6-8 
p.m. at Oak Island Lodge and dinner will be provid-
ed.  Register at www.casa-events.org. Registration 
includes dinner and a T-shirt.

If you would like to become a sponsor or do-
nate a silent auction item, contact Ashton White at 
awhite@casalctx.org or by phone at 281-415-0880 
for more information.

All proceeds will benefit CASA’s mission to ad-
vocate for abused and neglected children in the child 
welfare system in Liberty and Chambers Counties. 
To learn more about CASA of Liberty and Cham-
bers Counties or to become a volunteer advocate, 
please visit owww.casalctx.org or call the CASA 
office at 936-334-9000.

CASA to host fishing 
tourney on July 20
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