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SHERIFF BRIAN HAWTHORNE
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POL. ADV. PD. FOR BY BRIAN HAWTHORNE CAMPAIGN

Tues - Fri  • 11am-8pm
Saturday • 11am-6pm 

Closed Sunday & Monday
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Let Us Cater 
Your Holiday

Party!

9430 N TX-146

MONT BELVIEU

281-691-4373

 (in front of Walmart) 

Catering
Catering

CATERING
(Get it, we do catering right!)

*Boxed Lunches
*Party Trays

*Catering

THE GREATEST SANDWICHES ON EARTH!

All of our 
sandwiches 
are served 

HOT
on our fresh 

baked 

HOMEMADE 
Bread

Mon - Fri 10:30 am - 6 pm | Saturday 10:30 am - 4pm  Closed Sunday

281-385-0002

HOTSPOTS
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matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

Some angry citizens showed up at Bar-
bers Hill ISD’s board meeting to show 
their outrage over a policy impacting De-
andre Arnold, a Barbers Hill High School 
senior who’s dreadlocks the district says 
is too long. 

While school district officials insist 
students are allowed to wear dreadlocks, 
there are rules associated with them they 
must follow. 

“Barbers Hill ISD has a longstand-
ing dress code, but we absolutely allow 
dreadlocks,” Jami Navarre, Barbers Hill 
ISD spokeswoman, said. “What we do 
not allow is any action that circumvents 

or violates the provision 
regarding hair length. The 
student in question was 
never forbidden from at-
tending school.”

Deandre, who is de-
scribed as an A and B 
student, has been out of 
school for at least seven 

days over the standoff.
Dr. Greg Poole, Barbers Hill ISD super-

intendent, said at Monday’s board meet-
ing, there was not going to be an action 
item on the district’s hair policy, but they 
would listen to people’s opinions.  

“There is no dress code policy that pro-
hibits cornrows or wearing of the hair,” 
Poole said. “Our policy limits the length, 

and it has been this way for 30 years.”
A total of 16 speakers showed up to talk, 

which Poole said is the most Barbers Hill 
has ever had for a board meeting, which 
was also Martin Luther King Jr. Day.

Ashton P. Woods, the founder of Black 
Lives Matter Houston, was one of the 
speakers. 

“I am addressing the board because I 
have a young person sitting to my right 
who is under a policy that may not have 
been changed yesterday, but is rooted 
in racism,” Woods said. “We should be 
pushing our schools to be productive in 
society.”

Woods said Barbers Hill High School 
has about 3,000 students, with 70% being 
white. 

“There is nothing wrong with that be-
cause of your demographics, but what is 
wrong is when you have someone who 
already has to go through navigating 
through the real world and school and 
worry about their hair when they just 
came to learn,” Woods said.

Former Barbers Hill board member 
Jef Farrell thanked the board for holding  
students to a high standard.

“When we all leave here, we are ex-
posed to the real world and understand 
that rules and regulations have to be fol-
lowed,” Farrell said.

David Arnold, Deandre’s father, said the 
whole issue has taken on a life of its own. 
On Tuesday, he visited with the principals 
at Barbers Hill High School, seeking a 
resolution to get his son back into school. 

BH board meeting draws crowd to speak out on dress code issue

Family, school still deadlocked over dreadlocks
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WEST CHAMBERS COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

The West Chambers County Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors, from left: Adam 
Wheeless (Board Chairman), Gallant Builders; Richard LeJeune, Community Resource 
Credit Union; Lisa Dagle, Lisa Dagle Insurance Services; Brian Hawthorne, Chambers 
County Sheriff; Donneshea Cook, Phillips 66; Shane Blackmon, Blackmon Plumbing; Myrna 
Baker, Houston Methodist Baytown Hospital; Bryan Crismon, Targa Resources; Michelle 
Bitterly (Secretary), Awards & Engraving; Jonathan Morgan, ExxonMobil; Rita McKay, Re/
Max One - Premier; Scott Swigert (Vice Chair), City of Mont Belvieu; Kristen Davis (Trea-
surer), Barbers Hill ISD; Gordon McCarley, Bruce Temporary Services; Jennifer Patterson 
(Past Chair), Enterprise Products; Dean West, The Baytown Sun; Tim Duree, Austin Indus-
trial (not pictured).

Barbers Hill calling for 
$277 million bond vote

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

The Barbers Hill ISD board has ap-
proved a bond election order, which ef-
fectively calls for a $277.5 million bond

The main projects associated with 
the bond include two intermediate cam-
puses, a ninth-grade campus, along 
with additions to campuses to address 
enrollment, as well as district-wide 
safety and security initiatives. Bond 
funds will also include the expansion 
of the Early Childhood Center to ad-
dress growth in pre-K and kindergar-
ten students. In addition, the funds  
will help add to the existing elementary 
schools, both north and south. 

The election for the bond is set for May 
2 with early voting starting April 20. The 
canvassing of the votes is May 11. 

Dr. Greg Poole, Barbers Hill ISD su-
perintendent, said the bond would not re-
sult in a tax increase for taxpayers. 

“It is a remarkable thing we can do,” 
Poole said. “We can do it because our 
foundation is the largest, not just in the 
state, but in the nation. We made unbe-
lievable returns as well as the money in 
our general fund’s accounts, so your wise 
stewardship as board members and lead-
ers have benefited the taxpayers.”

Poole added the district could have 
sought a higher figure. 

“But we didn’t need more,” he said. 
“This was the money that would be suffi-
cient to ensure the quality the patrons and 

taxpayers have grown accustomed to. So, 
that is how we can ensure there is no tax 
increase.” 

The call for the bond comes after a rec-
ommendation from the Century in Sight 
Community Committee.

Ryan Dagley and Danny Campbell, 
both residents of the district and mem-
bers of the bond committee, spoke on be-
half of the committee’s recommendation 
on the need for a bond proposal.

“The final decision lies with you,” 
Campbell said. “We are recommending 
a bond of efficient size, to be approved 
by you, to address the district’s needs as 
soon as possible. And most importantly, 
at no additional costs to the taxpayers.”

Members of Population and Survey 
Analysts, a College Station-based firm, 
gave a demographic report about the pre-
dicted growth for the district. 

Justin Silhavy of PASA said from the 
fall of 2017 to fall 2018, Barbers Hill rat-
ed No. 3 in growth among Texas school 
districts with 3.6% growth. A five-year 
number showed the district ranking No. 
8. Silhavy said the district is technically 
No. 7 since Texas City consolidated. 

“Housing is a big deal here, and that 
is what is driving the growth,” Silhavy 
said. 

Silhavy said new roadways also play 
a role in the projected growth. This in-
cludes the construction of the Grand 
Parkway in the area. 

NACOGDOCHES – The Friends of the 
Visual Arts at Stephen F. Austin State Uni-
versity have selected Allison Silcox, a se-
nior student in sculpture from Winnie, as 
this year’s recipient of the Gary Q. Frields 
Art Scholarship.

Jeff Brewer, a former assistant professor 
at SFA, nominated Silcox for the award 
that honors the late SFA art professor. In 
his recommendation letter, Brewer wrote: 
“As Art Alliance faculty advisor and 
sculpture professor, I have had the plea-
sure of knowing, teaching, working with 
and mentoring Allison for the past two 
years. She is a talented student and bud-
ding young artist.

“Often, students at the undergraduate 
level lack the focus or understanding to 
move forward successfully with a body 
of work or a consistent work ethic,” he 
added. “Allison is a wonderful exception 
to this. She is in the studio, rain or shine, 
always pushing her creativity as well as 
her skill sets. From my first memory of 
her learning to weld to her recent creative 
successes, I am always impressed with her 
diligence and drive. Having known Gary 
Frields and understanding what motivated 

the requirements for his scholarship, I be-
lieve Allison fits the bill.”

SFA senior sculpture student Allison Silcox 
of Winnie, center, has been selected by the 
SFA Friends of the Visual Arts to receive 
the Gary Q. Frields Art Scholarship. With 
her are FVA President Crystal Hicks and 
School of Art Director Christopher Talbot.

SFA art student from Winnie 
awarded art scholarship
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