
BY DAVE ROGERS
dave.rogers@baytownsun.com

The first-area contestant 
on the CBS TV show Sur-
vivor swallowed a worm 
on Wednesday night’s third 
episode of Season 44.

Neither Barbers Hill 
teacher Lauren Harpe nor 
Ratu tribe mate Kane Frit-
zler gagged. They liked 
it. Or so it appeared after 
Ratu’s Jaime Lynn Ruiz – a 
yogi in real life, CBS tells 
us -- declared herself a na-
ture girl and ate one first. 

Smiles all around.
But not so for Soka’s 

Claire Rafson, who found 
out there’s truth in a saying 
at least as old as the Texas 
Lottery: You gotta be in it 
to win it.

Actually, that was 
Claire’s Survivor epitaph.

After she chose for the 
third straight episode to sit 
out an immunity challenge, 
her sweaty, sand-in-every-
crevice tribe mates noticed 
after losing the immuni-
ty challenge that Claire 
didn’t have a hair braid out 
of place over there on the 
bench – again – and well, 
you know the rest.

• Wiley Winston Gardner                           

• Joyce Lee Hughes 
   Cloudt
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The Father which seeth in 
secret himself shall reward 
thee openly.

~ Matthew 6:6b
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ACE District 
upcoming events

March 18
Sculpture Trail opens

March 24, 31
Women’s History Month

Movie Nights 7:45 p.m.

June 3
Praise & Worship, 
Bicentennial Park 

6-10 p.m.

June 24
Summer Music Festival

6-10 p.m.

Aug. 26
Caribbean Vibes
6-10 p.m.

Sept. 23
Latin Festival 6-10 p.m.

Oct. 28
Oktoberfest 6-10 p.m.

Dec. 9-10
Christmas on Texas 
Avenue 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

For more information 
visit:  www.
acedistrictbaytown.org

Town Square

Open Mic Nights

April 21,

July 7

Aug. 4

Sept. 1

Oct. 6

Nov. 3

Like our Facebook 
page: facebook.
com/BaytownSun

Follow us on Twitter: 
@thebaytownsun
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BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

Two art statues from the Sculpture Trail will be 
displayed at Goose Creek CISD and The Baytown Sun. 

With the Arts, Culture and Entertainment District just 
concluding the voting on the People’s Choice Award 
for the first-ever Baytown Sculpture Trail, a host of 
new sculptures are set to be displayed this Saturday. Jay 
Eshbach, a local community leader, has entered into an 
agreement with the Art League of Baytown to lease two 
of the sculptures for the following year. 

Eshbach said two of the sculptures “grabbed” his 
attention. One is called “Saturday Distractions 1.” Lee 
Leuning from Aberdeen, South Dakota created the 
artwork. The bronze, 200-pound sculpture features, in 
great detail, a young man distracted by his book. 

May Flower
Goose Creek, Baytown Sun among 
those to receive sculptures 

Local lady eats worm,
survives & smiles

Lauren Harpe, Survivor 
contestant and Barbers Hill 

ISD instructor

Chambers Commissioners 
OK jail overflow plan

BY DARLENE MCPHERSON
Special to The Sun

Overcrowding at the Chambers County Jail, 
an issue since 2015 that is the prime driver of the 
ongoing Justice Center project, was front and 
center at the County Commissioners Court meeting 
Tuesday.

Chambers County Sheriff’s Department Chief 
John Leger requested approval for an interlocal 
agreement with Beauregard Parish, Louisiana, 
to take in overflow prisoners from the Chambers 
County jail. 

There is no debate about whether a new jail is an 
urgent need. Chambers county has sent inmates to all 
the jails within a two-hour drive.

Beauregard Parish Sheriff’s Department will 
invoice Chambers County $60 per man per day.

Also, the court approved an agreement to have 
Scott Stevens and Associates appraise Washington 
Avenue as part of the ongoing project. According to 
Bobby Hall, county engineer, the appraisal to this 
point has been based on county maintenance.

 The Scott Stevens and Associates appraisal will be 
the actual value of the property. 

“This appraisal will go to the City (of Anahuac) 
and then we will abandon that portion of Washington 
Street. That’s what this is all about,” Hall said. 

The Sheriff’s department was approved to use 
forfeiture funds from the District Attorney’s office 
for the purchase of additional K-9 units.

The forfeiture funds are for the use of the entire 
county. Since the goal of the Sheriff’s department is 
to have a K-9 unit with each patrol unit the district 
attorney’s office offered the funds.

The National Rifle Association provided nine 
handguns for the nine new deputies hired by the 
Sheriff’s Department recently. 
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Promise Center looking 
for new building

Optimists fry fish for scholarships
Pi-Yi Mayo, left, and Kathy 

Anderson bread fish for 
hungry customers during 

the recent Baytown 
Optimist Club Fish Fry. The 

event is held annually to 
help the club raise mon-

ey for scholarships for 
Goose Creek CISD area 

high school students. The 
scholarships are $500 

and are awarded to a high 
school student at each of 

the district’s three high 
schools. Each student 

must enroll in classes at 
Lee College. Toward the 

end of the school year, the 
club will review candidates 

for the Fred C. Dittman 
Scholarship, named after 
the man who donated the 

property where the club is 
now situated.

photo by Ivy Kramer

Police seek person of interest 

in deadly motel shooting
BY MATT HOLLIS

matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

Since 1999, the Promise Center has been helping kids 
find a path to a better life through several after-school 
programs. 

But after residing at 2609-A Market St. for about 10 
years, the rent is increasing, and they need to find a new 
home. 

Valerie Adame, the Center’s treasurer, speaking to the 
Kiwanis Club of Baytown, said the organization has a le-
gal name – Our Promise for West Baytown, Inc, The Fred 
Aguilar Center and started as a chapter of the America’s 
Promise Centers that Gen. Colin Powell created. 

Robert Houk, an engineer at ExxonMobil, founded the 
Center in 1999. 

Adame said through Houk’s church he found out their 
youth needed assistance with their homework since their 
parents were always working or they only spoke Spanish 
and could not understand the homework. 

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

Baytown police are seeking a person of 
interest they say is possibly connected to a 
deadly motel shooting. 

Police have identified Demarcuse L. Jack-
son Sr., 36, of Baytown, as a person of inter-
est in the case.

“If you have seen Demarcuse or know of 
his whereabouts, please contact us. Any in-
formation helps,” Ana Fernandez, Baytown 
police spokeswoman, said. 

At about 2:30 p.m. Thursday, Baytown 
police officers went to a motel in the 3400 
block of North Alexander about a shooting, 
Fernandez said. 

Once officers arrived on the scene, they 
discovered a 56-year-old man dead and a 
33-year-old woman who appeared to have a 
non-threatening gunshot wound, according 

to Fernandez. 
The woman was taken to a 

Houston hospital by Baytown 
EMS. 

The names of the victims 
have not been released as of Fri-
day. 

“This case is under investiga-
tion,” Fernandez said. “Additional informa-
tion will be provided as soon as it is available 
for release.”

Anyone with information about this inci-
dent is encouraged to contact the Baytown 
Police

Department at 281-422-8371 or Baytown 
Crime Stoppers. You can call or fill out an 
online form – all anonymously. You will be 
given a unique code. 

Call Baytown Crime Stoppers at 281-427-
TIPS (8477) or download the P3 Tips app on 
Apple Store or Google Play. 
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