
BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

As if to add insult to injury, many in 
Baytown, and across Texas, were not only 
left without water but also without power 
during the recent Arctic storm. 

This left many that depend on electricity 
to heat their homes in the freezing dark. 

CenterPoint said it is diligently working 
to resolve the issue. 

“We are ready to restore power as soon 
as it is available to be delivered; howev-

er, there is not enough electricity from 
third-party generators,” Kenny Mercado, 
executive vice president, electric utility, 
said. 

More than 3 million customers re-
mained without power in Texas, Louisiana 
and Mississippi, more than 200,000 more 
in four Appalachian states, and nearly that 
many in the Pacific Northwest, according 
to poweroutage.us, which tracks utility 
outage reports. 

• Adolph ‘Sonny’ Ruiz III

• Danny  Wayne Irby
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He said: “In my distress I 
called to the Lord, and he 
answered me. From deep 
in the realm of the dead 
I called for help, and you 
listened to my cry.   
           — Jonah 2:2
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The plan is for subscrib-
ers to get newspapers for 
Tuesday, Feb. 16, and 
Thursday, Feb. 18 today. If 
you do not get your papers 
today, all be delivered on 
Saturday morning with the 
Weekend Edition.

Delivery notice

City: Water service 
back online today

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

City officials said they were able to put 
the Baytown Area Water Authority Wa-
ter Treatment Plant back online, sending 
water trickling back into homes and busi-
nesses of frustrated Baytonians. 

The city began filling the plant’s stor-
age tanks Wednesday afternoon. A grad-
ual increase in water pressure should be 
seen by the early evening, depending on 
where customers resided, the city said.

City officials warned that air could 
still be in the lines and will need to be 
released. This meant some residents 
and businesses had to wait several more 
hours before the pressure would reach a 
usable level and return to normal. 

Anyone experiencing a water leak is 
asked to call 281-420-5300. If anybody 
experienced busted pipes, they should 
turn off the water supply to their homes, 
city officials recommended. 
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BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

Citing “extreme weather con-
ditions, coupled with the cur-
tailment of natural gas supplies 
throughout the State of Texas,” 
ExxonMobil announced Tuesday 
it is shutting down its Baytown 
and Beaumont Area facilities.

While manufacturing units 
are shut down across ExxonMo-
bil Baytown area facilities, units 
producing electricity remain in 
operation, according to company 
spokesman Aaron Stryk.

“Any units that remain in oper-
ation are dedicated to exporting 
electricity back into the grid or to 
generating the power necessary to 
keep our people, the community 
and units safe,” he said.

“Currently we are exporting in 
excess of 200 megawatts back to 
the grid, which is enough elec-
tricity to power approximately 
100,000 homes,” he said early 
Wednesday afternoon.

“Our primary focus continues 
to be the safety of employees, 
contractors and the communities 
in the region. Until we resume 
normal operations at our sites, we 
expect that flaring will continue, 

which may result in a low rum-
bling noise, as well as smoke.

“Flares are safety devices that 
are intended to safely burn off 
excess hydrocarbons and are 
functioning as intended. We are 
conducting continuous fence line 
monitoring and all results show 
normal air quality levels.”

 Stryk continued, “We are work-
ing to minimize any impact on the 
community, and we apologize for 
any disruption or inconvenience 
as a result of the flaring.”

Residents have seen heavy flar-
ing and black smoke above the 
Baytown facility since Monday.

The company also noted on 
social media it is using its new 
ground flare, which may result in 

BY MICHAEL PINEDA
michael.pineda@baytownsun.com

With its ability to provide 
services in question because of 
a lack of water, Houston Meth-
odist Baytown Hospital reached 
out to its neighbor seeking help.

An operation headed by the 
Mont Belvieu Emergency Op-
erations Center resulted in the 
delivery of water allowing the 
hospital to maintain its services. 

Brian Ligon, Mont Belvieu 
spokesman, said the Southeast 
Texas Regional Advisory Coun-
cil contacted the city Tuesday.

“They let us know they were 
having an issue with their water 
supply,” he said. 

Jeff Choate, the deputy emer-
gency management coordinator 
was manning the center and 
coordinated a response that in-
cluded the city’s public works 
department, Beach City, Cove, 
Old River-Winfree volunteer 
fire departments, Liberty Coun-
ty ESD 3, Dayton and Crosby. 

Steve Floyd, Mont Belvieu 
Public Works Director, con-
firmed the city could supply the 
hospital. 

Cove Fire Department Joe 
Robinson said the fire chiefs 
met at the emergency center and 
came up with a plan of action 
that began at 10 a.m. Tuesday 

BPD: Man 

shot dead

The Baytown Kroger on Garth Road was a dark place to shop on Wednesday as the store was set to close at 5 p.m. amid turned off lights, emptied 
freezers and refrigerators and minimal water in sight. The city continued to deal with the aftermath of a winter storm that left many without power 
for hours and all waiting for public access to water for going on a second full day. (Baytown Sun photo by Alan Dale)

Power outages linger 
for millions of Texans

Multiple flares, some belching black smoke, were active Tuesday as Exx-
onMobil shut down production in Baytown in response to severe weather 
and reduced natural gas supplies. (Baytown Sun photo by Mark Fleming)

Exxon shuts down Baytown, MB plants

BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

A 29-year-old Baytown 
man, Milko Jasso, was fa-
tally shot about 4:40 a.m. 
Wednesday at a home in the 
500 block of Park Street, 
according to Baytown As-
sistant Police Chief Eric 
Freed.

Police responded to a 
shooting report there, Freed 
said, and discovered the 
man dead with at least one 
gunshot.

The preliminary inves-
tigation showed that Jasso 
started a physical confron-
tation with a 20-year-old 
woman and her 36-year-
old boyfriend inside their 
home.

At some point during the 
fight the woman retrieved 
a handgun and shot Jasso, 
Freed said.

Police got a warrant 
searched the home for evi-
dence, Freed said, and took 
the man and woman into 
custody for separate ques-
tioning.

No charges had beef filed 
Wednesday afternoon.

BY ALAN DALE
alan.dale@baytownsun.com

For the second time in a year, 
grocery outlets in Baytown have 
been put under duress due to natu-
ral threats and this time during the 
current winter storm aftermath that 
has left parts of the city without 
power and all of it, inexplicably 
longing for water.

Both situations have caused 
various situations for stores like 
Kroger, H-E-B and Food Town to 
adjust on the fly and do what they 
can to help with shortages that they 
can only do so much to appease.

“H-E-B is prepared to address 
any issues that our partners and 
communities are facing,” Lisa 
Helfman, public affairs director 
for H-E-B Houston, said. “While 
we are experiencing power and 

water issues just like our custom-
ers, we are doing everything we 
can to feed Texans as safely and 
efficiently as possible. With limit-
ed water, our stores are presented 
with additional challenges. We are 
doing our best to get product into 
the stores and on the shelves, and 
product availability is on a store-
by-store basis. 

“Stores will remain open with 
modified hours, as they are able. 
However, store hours could be ad-
justed according to local situations 
at any time.”

For updates on store hours and 
any other potential changes visit 
https://newsroom.heb.com/. 

Kroger, which has two stores 
in Baytown, is working diligently 
hoping to address any shortages – 

Firefighters assist     
in supplying water to 
Baytown hospital

Frantic shoppers 
empty store shelves
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