
• Michael Wooster

• Andrew Simmons

• Fred C. Dittman Jr.
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And I say unto you, Ask,  and 
it shall be given you; seek, 
and ye shall find; knock, and 
it shall be opened unto you.    
                   – Luke 11:9

This is not the time to  play 
hide and go seek. Now 
is the time to seek God 
diligently in His word!  
Knowing His Will for our 
lives. Be encouraged!   –SH
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Second round 
GCM, Barbers Hill look 
to extend playoff runs
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Where to vote
Early voting for the 

March 3 primary elections 
is underway. Polls are open 
from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Poll-
ing locations include:

• Baytown Community 
Center, 2407 Market St.

• Cedar Bayou Commu-
nity Building, 7711 High-
way 146 in Baytown.

• West Chambers County 
Courthouse Annex, 10616 
Eagle Drive in Mont Bel-
vieu. 

• East Chambers County 
Courthouse Annex, 211 
Broadway Ave. in Winnie.

• Chambers County 
Courthouse Annex, 2128 
Highway 61 in Anahuac.
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HOTSPOTS
Weekly dining tour 
makes stop at O’Neals

Page 8

SPORTS

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

The Event Leadership Team, 
one of the teams participating in 
the Relay For Life of Bay Area 
event, has set its goal for Lumi-
naria sales to go up by 20% in 
2020.

Through Feb. 28, the team that 
sells the most Luminaria bags 
receives priority on selecting a 
campsite. The winner is being 
announced at the Team Rally 

March 3.
The Bay Area Relay For Life 

event begins at 6 p.m. April 3 at 
the Houston Raceway Park Pow-
ered by Pennzoil, 2525 S. FM 
565, Baytown. 

The lighted bags serve as a poi-
gnant sight at the event. The bags 
contain the names of loved ones 
who have fought the brave fight 
against cancer, are in the midst of 
a fight, or have overcome it. Af-
ter dark, the lights are turned off, 
and people can take a moment to 

remember the loved one the bag 
is dedicated to. 

Donations for the Luminaria 
bags also help fund the American 
Cancer Society’s mission to help 
save lives.

In order to purchase a bag or to 
register online, first visit www.re-
layforlife/bayareatx. Scroll down 
to the three options – Donate, 
Join This Relay, or Luminaria.   

To donate, search for a partici-
pant or team. Or click the “I Want 
to Support My Local Event” but-
ton. Choose the amount you want 
to donate.

To join a Relay for Life event, 
click on the link or call 1-800-
227-2345 for assistance.

To begin the registration pro-
cess, create an account or log into 
your “Society Account.” New 
participants will have to create an 
account while returning partici-
pants can simply log in.

To purchase a Luminaria, click 
the “Luminaria” link, and choose 
participant, team or event. You 
can select which Luminaria bag 
you prefer. Traditional white 
bags are $10, while pink bags are 
$25. Fuchsia bags are available 

Relay For Life
WHAT: Bay Area Relay For Life
WHERE: Houston Raceway Park 
Powered by Pennzoil
WHEN: 6 p.m., April 3

Relay For Life Luminaria challenge ongoing
Teams competing for priority on campsite

Bayou 
project 
launch
Navigation board 
discusses funding 
for dredging plan

‘Unintended consequences’?

Baytown Sun photo by Matt Hollis

The Baytown Planning and Zoning Commission said no on recommending making amendments to the Unified Land 
Development Code concerning “small box discount retail,” a code word for dollar stores. According to Tiffany Foster, 
Baytown’s Planning and Development Services director, there are 18 dollar stores in Baytown, including the two in the 
strip center on Garth Road and Park Street.

P&Z to consider code change for San Jac district 

BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

Meeting about a week 
after the Trump Adminis-
tration announced $32.125 
million in funding for a 
long-sought dredging proj-
ect on Cedar Bayou, mem-
bers of the Cedar Bayou 
Navigation District board 
moved toward steps to 
get the project underway 
during a meeting Wednes-
day at the Cove Communi-
ty Center.

“It’s been a long time 
coming,” board chair Tim 
Tyler said. “Now we have 
some work to do.”

Federal funding for 
nearly $10 million was ap-
proved in 2019, with work 
expected to start this month 
on a phased implementa-
tion of the dredging.  With 
the new funding announce-
ment, the project will start 
later but be completed at 
once rather than in phases, 
which will have a lower to-
tal cost.

The dredging project will 
widen and deepen the navi-
gable channel to a width of 
100 feet and a depth of 10 
feet from Mile Marker 3 to 
Mile Marker 11, just below 
the Highway 146 bridge.

The bayou is already 
dredged to those dimen-
sions south of Mile Mark-
er 3 near the JSW barge 
docks.

The project is intended 
to improve efficiency and 
safety for barge traffic on 
the river, with more room 
for passing and a deeper 
channel allowing for more 
heavily loaded barges, 
which can reduce the 

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

The Baytown Planning and Zon-
ing Commission is unanimous-
ly recommending no on making 
amendments to the Unified Land 
Development Code concerning 
small box discount retail, which are 
more commonly known as dollar 
stores. 

The P&Z will consider amend-
ments to the code on a smaller scale 
limited solely to the San Jacinto 
Overlay District, which already has 
restrictions. Any future plans that 
would impact dollar stores will be 
presented to the P&Z commission 
as its next meeting.   

The P&Z has held its second 
public hearing on the matter, which 
addressed some unintended conse-
quences of the use of dollar stores.

Tiffany Foster, Baytown’s Plan-
ning and Development Services 
director, said there are 18 stores in 
Baytown fitting the description of 
small box discount retail stores. 

“In the last five years, we had 
eight of them (open), nine of which 
are clustered in our revitalization 
investment area or to the southern 
end of town. We’ve been asked to 
look at if any of the unintended 
consequences were because of the 
proliferation, or the growth of these 
stores in our community.”

The proposal now goes back 
to city staff that will draft options 
based on the P&Z member’s com-
ments. If the commission approves 
of the rewritten proposal, it will 
make a recommendation and send 
it to city council for final approval. 

P&Z member Jeffery Walters 
said the number of dollar stores is a 
supply and demand issue.

“If there are too many, then there 
are too many,” Walters said. “I do 
not understand trying to regulate 
capitalism. It’ll do it itself.”

One of the conditions proposed 
in the amended code text was to 
essentially keep dollar stores from 
opening in the San Jacinto Over-
lay area. The overlay covers the 

San Jacinto Boulevard corridor and 
entails restricting certain types of 
businesses from locating there. 

“Any new type of retail needs to 
be 1,000 feet away from it,” Foster 
said. “Baytown was late to the zon-
ing game, we want to make sure we 
are keeping commercial away from 
residential as much as possible.”

Foster told the P&Z members her 
staff could bring back the proposed 
amendment to the code to them 
based on their feedback.

“But instead of having a stand-
alone ordinance that has been pre-
sented to you, if you are just in-
terested in protecting the overlay, 
we have the existing San Jacinto 
Overlay District where we can find 
a use and restrict that type of devel-
opment from the overlay,” she said. 
“Let us go back and look at it from 
that standpoint.”

Mitchell Pearce, a P&Z commis-
sioner, said he would agree to the 
change more if it were limited ex-
clusively to the San Jacinto 
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BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

The Baytown Planning and Zoning 
Commission unanimously approved 
making a recommendation to rename a 
street after the city’s first councilwoman. 

The renamed street will honor Velma 
Ansley, who served on city council from 
1960 to 1964. The street is currently 
named Civic Drive/Circle and is located 
at City Hall. 

The street name changed was rec-
ommended by Councilwoman Heather 
Betancourth. 

The intent is to have a ceremony re-
naming the street on March 6, just be-
fore International Women’s Day. 

Mark Miller, City of Baytown spokes-

man, told the P&Z mem-
bers the name change 
recognizes Baytown’s 
history while at the same 
time honors a pioneer.

“She paved the way 
for women civic lead-
ers who have followed 
in her footsteps,” Miller 
said.  

Ansley also worked 
at Goose Creek CISD for 48 years and 
taught Sunday School at the Pruett and 
Lobit Church of Christ. She died in 
2011. 

City council is expected to take up the 
recommendation from the P&Z com-
mission  and give its approval at its next 
meeting. 

Police association  
hosting fundraiser

ANSLEY

P&Z recommends honor for pioneer

for $50, and purple bags are for 
$100. The bags can be purchased 
online at www.relayforlife.org/
bayareatx. 

For assistance on any portion 
of the registration process, call 
1-877-957-7848.

Benefit for dispatcher fighting cancer

BY MARK FLEMING 
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

Baytown area residents are invited to help one of 
the city’s civil servants with the side benefit of enjoy-
ing a great lunch. 

The Baytown Municipal Police Association is 
holding a barbecue fundraiser to benefit a longtime 
dispatcher who was diagnosed with stage 4 cancer.

Tickets may be purchased through the end of this 
week, or while they last, for the event on Feb. 28. 

Each $10 plate will include chicken, sausage, po-
tato salad and beans. All plates will be prepared 
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