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BY CHRISTOPHER JAMES 
christopher.james@baytownsun.com 

The Barbers Hill ISD Board of Trustees ap-
proved a 313 agreement with ONEOK, bring-
ing the district’s total to 32 such deals.

The deal involves a natural gas fraction-
ator worth an estimated $275 million that will 
create 12 permanent jobs. It will be the fifth 
ONEOK fractionator in Mont Belvieu. 

Becky McManus, assistant superintendent 
of finance, said while the fractionator is being 
constructed it will be taxed at full value. 

“Once it goes on to what is called the val-
ued limitation stage, it will be taxed fully on 
interest and sinking side for our debt service, 
and then it would be taxed at $80 million on 
the maintenance and operations side of our tax 

base,” McManus said. 
ONEOK will save an estimated $7.5 million 

by entering into the agreement. 
There is also a provision that says Barbers 

Hill will not lose any state funding by entering 
into the 313 agreement. 

“Supplemental payments to the school dis-
trict total about $7.4 million,” McManus said. 

A provision also allows the board to desig-
nate the Barbers Hill ISD Education Founda-
tion as the beneficiary of the agreement at a 
later date. 

The Education Foundation currently has 
about $53 million, most of which comes from 
313 agreements. 

These agreements allow the district to enter 
into a contract with a taxpayer to build or in-
stall property to create jobs, in exchange for 

a 10-year limitation on the taxable property 
valued for school district maintenance and op-
erations tax purposes. 

“We value the partnership (with ONEOK) 
and we entered into a fair agreement,” Super-
intendent Greg Poole said. “These folks have 
been especially helpful to us in working with 
us.” 

The average salary for the 12-fulltime per-
manent jobs the fractionator project will pro-
vide is expected to be $66,000. 

Like Barbers Hill, ONEOK grateful for the 
partnership and agreement reached between 
the two entities. 

“We just appreciate partnering with Barbers 
Hill while growing our business and grow-
ing the school district at the same time,” Tim 
Blake of ONEOK said.  

Barbers Hill ISD adds to 313 portfolio

The West Chamber County Chamber of Commerce presented Barbers Hill ISD with a check for $25,494 at the Board of Trustees meeting Monday night 
to fund the Character Strong Program that will launch this spring. (Submitted photo)

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

Bert Whittington, a K-9 officer with the 
Harris County Pct. 3 Constable’s office, is 
entering the race to be Chambers Coun-
ty’s sheriff. 

Whittington signed the paperwork 
along with a modest crowd, including his 
wife, Katrina, at Tony’s Barbeque and 
Steak House on Highway 146. 

Whittington is entering the race to go 
up against incumbent Sheriff Brian Haw-
thorne and a challenger, Wesley King Jr., 
who is the current assistant chief of police 
at Galena Park. Like King, Whittington 
is a former Chambers County deputy. All 
are vying for the Republican nomination 
in the sheriff’s race and will be on the bal-
lot in March. 

Whittington talked about why he is 

running to be the Chambers 
County sheriff. 

“I grew up in Chambers 
County and graduated from 
Anahuac High School. My 
grandfather was a master 
plumber in Chambers Coun-
ty for many years. All of 
the politicians used to come 

to my house, and while I was doing the 
other chores in the house, I would listen 
to the conversation they were having,” 
Whittington said. “The reason why I am 
running now is that I want to give back to 
the community.”

Whittington served in the U.S. Marine 
Corps for 24 years. During that time, he 
served in Operation Iraqi Freedom as a 
camp/operations manager. After retiring 
from the Marines, Whittington decided to 
become a law officer. First, he was a Cer-

tified Texas Peace Officer for the State of 
Texas and served with the Texas Depart-
ment of Public Safety as a state trooper. He 
later spent a year at the Chambers County 
Sheriff’s Office. Currently, Whittington is 
part of the Criminal Investigation Unit/
Narcotics Interdiction Unit, aside from 
being with the K-9 unit.

Whittington said the reason he left 
Chambers County Sheriff’s Office was he 
felt it did not have enough deputies. 

“My goal is to get more deputies on 
patrol in Chambers County,” Whitting-
ton said. “Chambers County is booming. 
Everyone is coming from the east and the 
west. And we do not have enough patrol-
men to control crime in the county.”

Whittington said, if elected, he plans to 
implement a program where all senior citi-
zens are identified and assisted by deputies.

“That way, if there is another disaster, 

we will know what the limitations are 
when we go to their location,” he said. 
“We will have volunteers in those com-
munities, they can call a direct line, a sep-
arate line from 9-1-1, and we’ll check on 
those citizens on a regular basis. That is 
the kind of program I want to implement 
in Chambers County.”

This is the first time Whittington has 
run for public office.  

The crowded primary race is not de-
terring Whittington from being confident 
he can earn the nomination. 

“I think it gives citizens a choice where 
they didn’t have one before,” Whittington 
said.  

Whittington has a website with a com-
plete biography at www.whittington-
forccs.com and a Facebook page titled, 
“Bert Whittington for Chambers County 
Sheriff.”  

Former CCSO deputy jumps into sheriff race

WHITTINGTON

A new water storage 
tank in Anahuac will also 
be a larger-than-life histo-
ry lesson once a giant mu-
ral designed by a local pro-
fessional artist in installed 
on the above-ground struc-
ture at the corner of Miller 
Street and FM 563.

The work by Toby 
Haynes, an Anahuac res-
ident, was the winning 
entry in a contest held by 
the Anahuac Municipal 
Development District, the 
Chambers County Histor-
ical Commission and the 
Anahuac Area Chamber of 
Commerce.

Municipal Development 
District office manager 
Annette Abernathy said 

the painting is in honor of 
the second Anahuac Dis-

turbance in 1835 when 
William Travis comman-

deered a schooner from 
Harrisburg to attack Fort 

Anahuac and free wrong-
fully imprisoned Texans.

Travis and 24 men took 
on a force of 40 or more 
Mexican soldiers and ac-
complished their objective.

With its location at the 
mouth of the Trinity River, 
Fort Anahuac was a signif-
icant military installation 
for Mexico and later the 
Republic of Texas.

Abernathy said the tank 
is already in place. Spec-
trum Graphic Designs was 
awarded the contract to 
make the painting into a 
printed wrap for the tank.

“AMDD is very anx-
ious to provide this piece 
of history for our citizens 
as well as visitors as they 
enter and leave the City of 
Anahuac,” she said.

Anahuac water tank mural to bring history to life

A painting by Anahuac artist Toby Haynes will decorate a new water storage tank at the corner of Miller Street and FM 
563 in Anahuac. The painting depicts William Travis and the rescue of Texan prisoners from Fort Anahuac in 1835 during 
the Texas Revolution.

Langston 
Boulevard 

Mont Belvieu City Coun-
cil approved a design scope 
change for Langston Bou-
levard at a tune of over 
$88,000. 

Slight design changes 
were needed for the bridge 
portion of the project, 
which was costing more 
than expected in regards to 
the original scope. 

The project aims to take 
Langston Boulevard from 
Franklin Drive to meet the 
service roads of the Grand 
Parkway. 

The extension of 
Langston Boulevard is a 
part of the city’s adopted 
Capital Improvements Plan 
that will provide some re-
lief when they start the Ea-
gle Drive Project. 

The project consists of 
one-half of a boulevard sec-
tion, an amenity pond and 
bridge, and a bridge cross-
ing at Hackberry Gully. 

Christmas on 
the Hill Parade 

For the 11th year, the 
City of Mont Belvieu will 
have its Christmas on the 
Hill Parade, which draws 
thousands of people from 
across the area to kick off 
the holiday season with 
floats, cars, marching 
bands, lights, music and 
more. The parade will start 
at 6 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 8, 
along Eagle Drive. 

For more, visit www.
montbelvieu.net. 
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