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•  Free 45 day Rate Lock*

•  Down payment as little as 3%

•   Family gifts accepted for down  
payment or closing costs

•  Flexible terms available

*All loans subject to credit approval. ^Under certain 
circumstances, private mortgage insurance (PMI) and an escrow 
account for taxes and insurance may be required. Other eligibility 
includes a credit score of 680 or great-er, no bankruptcy in the 
previous 36 months, debt-to-income ratio not to exceed 43%, 
and loan-to-value ratio not to exceed 95%. Other credit and 
income qualifications will apply. Minimum finance amount 
of $75,000. Investment properties and Jumbo Loans are not 
eligible for this offer. Verifiable employment required and time 
on job required of 1 year plus. Real estate promotions cannot 
be combined with any other offer. Certain other credit and 
income qualifications may apply. CRCU reserves the right to 
cancel or change these promotions at any time. Please contact a 
representative for more details. CRCU membership required.
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Five Barbers Hill High School 
students received the highest dis-
tinction in public school music 
programs recently when they were 
named Texas All-State Musicians 
by the Texas Music Educators As-
sociation (TMEA). 

BHHS Band students Cameron 
Horn, senior percussionist, and Col-
by Stone, junior trumpet player, and 
Choir students Katelyn Menard, ju-
nior soprano, Jonah Stewart, junior 
tenor, and Duncan Zadrapa, senior 
tenor, were selected through a com-
petitive process that began last fall 
and included district, region, and 
area levels.

All-State is the highest honor a 
Texas music student can receive. 
This year marks the second All-
State distinction for both Horn and 
Menard.

Over 50,000 students from 
around the state initially entered 
the audition process, and 1,860 stu-

dents were selected statewide for 
2021. 

The competitive process begins 
with auditions hosted by 33 TMEA 
Regions in Texas. Individual musi-
cians perform selected music for a 
panel of judges who rank each in-
strument or voice part. From this 
ranking, a select group of musi-
cians advances from their Region to 
compete against musicians in eight 
TMEA Area competitions. The 
highest-ranking musicians judged 
at the TMEA Area competitions 
qualify to a TMEA All-State music 
group.

TMEA sponsors the Texas All-
State audition process to promote 
students’ dedication to their musi-
cal knowledge and skill, and to en-
courage educators to support their 
students in this development. 

Despite the innumerable chal-
lenges encountered throughout this 
school year, 2021 All-State students 

remained committed to personal 
musical development and demon-
strated the perseverance and dedi-
cation that ongoing participation in 
a music program fosters.

Band students Horn and Stone 
are under the direction of Kevin 
Stone, and choir students Menard, 
Stewart and Zadrapa are members 
of Swing Choir and Varsity Mixed 
Choir, under the direction of Nik-
ki Thompson and Chris Truitt.  All 
directors are members of the Texas 
Music Educators Association. 

Because of the impacts of the 
pandemic, TMEA will not host a 
2021 performance event.

The Texas Music Educators As-
sociation is an association of over 
13,500 school music educators 
dedicated to promoting excellence 
in music education. To learn more 
about TMEA and its rich 100-year 
history, go to www.tmea.org/cen-
tennial.

Barbers Hill High School Choir and Band students (front) Jonah Stewart and Duncan Zadrapa, and (back) Colby 
Stone, Katelyn Menard and Cameron Horn were selected to the Texas Music Educators Association All State Choir 
and Band for 2021. The title is the highest honor for any student musician in Texas. 

Barbers Hill students selected 
as Texas all-state musicians
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Posters of former First 
Lady Michelle Obama and 
Vice President Kamala 
Harris in honor of Black 
History Month were re-
moved from Barbers Hill 
High School’s halls after 
some students and parents 
complained. 

Michelle Obama was the 
country’s first Black First 
Lady, while Harris is the 
country’s first Black vice 
president. 

Barbers Hill ISD officials 
released a statement on the 
incident. 

“A disagreement arose 
amongst high school stu-
dents Friday morning when 
newly displayed posters 
were deemed politically 
charged by some students,” 
Jami Navarre, district 
spokeswoman, said. “The 
posters in question were 
removed until campus ad-
ministration could fully as-
sess the situation as well as 
ensure campus procedures 
were followed.”

The incident led to a rash 
of harsh words on Facebook 
pages related to Barbers 
Hill ISD on both sides of 
the issue. Users made more 
than 100 comments on one 
Facebook post alone. 

Some of the Facebook 
posters, who claimed to be 
parents of Barbers Hill ISD 
students, were asked to pro-
vide comment for this story 
but declined citing fear for 
their, as well as their chil-
dren’s, safety. 

The removal of the post-
ers comes on the heels of an 
ABC-13 TV report, which 
covered a parent sharing a 
photo of the spray-painted 
words “Black Lives Don’t 
Matter” that was alleged-
ly taken inside Barbers 
Hill High School. It was  
reported the parent said her 
son texted the image to her 
days after the Nov. 3 elec-
tion. 

The district also under-
went some controversy last 
year when they told a high 
school senior, De’Andre 
Arnold, he had to cut his 
hair that he claimed was a 
part of his Black heritage 
in the middle of a school 
year. Arnold, who had his 
hairstyle for years, fought 
the updated hair policy, but 
eventually left the district 
and graduated from Goose 
Creek CISD. He and his 
cousin, Kaden Bradford, 
who also was told to cut his 
hair by the district, testified 
at a hearing last year asking 
for an injunction of the dis-
trict’s hair policy. A judge 
granted the injunction, and 
Bradford returned to school 
with his hair intact. The 
district said they planned to 
appeal. 

History 
lesson?  
Black VP, first lady 
posters removed by 
BHHS amid clamor

Bill to 
un-toll
Hwy 99 charges 
in Chambers Co. 
focus of measure
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A local representative 
has filed another Texas 
House bill to remove tolls 
from Highway 99. 

District 23 Rep. Mayes 
Middleton has filed four 
bills in the House that im-
pact both Chambers and 

G a l v e s t o n 
counties. HB 
1508, allows 
the Cham-
bers County 
Commission-
ers Court to 
remove the 

tolls from Highway 99 over 
public safety concerns on 
nearby roads like Highway 
146 and FM 565. 

In 2019, Middleton filed 
a similar bill, HB 2781, but 
it “died” in committee. 

“These bills are straight-
forward ways our state leg-
islature can make a positive 
difference for Galveston 
and Chambers Counties,” 
Middleton said. “I am 
proud to place them before 
the Legislature for House 
District 23.”

The removal would be 
for all vehicles, not just 
18-wheeler trucks accord-
ing to the bill.

“The un-tolling would 
apply to all vehicles, al-
though the main benefit is 
getting trucks off of State 
Highway 146 and FM 
2354/3180,” Middleton 
said. 

The toll removal is not 
permanent, according to 
Middleton. 

“It only goes on as long 
as the county has said there 
is a public safety issue cre-
ated by traffic avoiding 
State Highway 99 because 
it is tolled,” he added.    

The de-tolling of High-
way 99 might result in fi-
nancial losses for the state, 
but Middleton insists the 
safety factor outweighs the 
cost. 

 “Anyone that lives off 
State Highway 146 or has 
to travel the road to get to 
or from work has seen the 
dangers of our traffic situa-
tion first hand,” Middleton 
said. “It would be a dramat-
ic improvement for public 
safety in our community 
to get truck and industri-
al traffic onto a de-tolled 
State Highway 99 and off 
the neighboring roads.”
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Old River-Winfree council has 
approved some entrance signs for 
the city. 

City Secretary Linda Murphy 
said they have some signs, but the 
design has yet to be approved. 

“But we are trying to find loca-
tions,” Murphy said. 

One location that has permit-
ted a welcome sign is Old Riv-
er-Winfree Assembly of God at 
40 County Road, 401. Murphy 
said Councilmember Pam McCall 
announced the church was willing 
to allow the sign on its property. 

“We were told they gave per-
mission for us to put a welcome 
sign there,” Murphy said. “(Coun-
cilwoman) McCall said we could 

place a ‘Welcome to Old Riv-
er-Winfree sign there. The city 
has permission to put signs there 
at the church.”

The church is a perfect place for 
a welcome sign since it is where 
the city boundary begins, accord-
ing to Murphy. 

Murphy said they are still await-
ing the final design of the sign. 

Murphy said the city has per-

mission to put a welcome sign at 
the Estates at Eagle Landing sub-
division. 

The council also approved a 
proclamation to honor the Blind-
ed Veterans Association for its 
76th anniversary on March 28. 

“They reached out to us and 
asked if the mayor and council 
would make a proclamation, and 
they approved it,” Murphy said. 

Old River -Winfree city signs gain approval


