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Phillips 66 
plant fined 
by state

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

The Texas Commission on Envi-
ronmental Quality has levied a fine of 
$55,848 on the Phillips 66 plant in Mont 
Belvieu. 

According to the TCEQ, the plant, 
which is at 9500 FM Road 1942 in 
Chambers County, failed to conduct a 
fuel sampling and analysis for the sul-
fur content in the ethane fuel at least 
once annually. The dates of the violation 
range from 2012 to 2015. 

Jill Sweeney, spokeswoman for Phil-
lips 66, confirmed the plant has entered 
into a settlement agreement with the 
TCEQ.

“The issues have been remedied,” 
Sweeney said. “At Phillips 66 we take 
seriously the safety of our people, com-
munities and the environment, and have 
teams of people who work each day to 
ensure that we abide by permit limits 
set by governing agencies including 
TCEQ.  We are focused on continually 
improving our procedures, training and 
environmental processes to minimize 
any impact to our neighbors or the en-
vironment.”

The agreement also stipulates Phillips 
66 is to donate funds for a Supplemental 

Environmental Project. The plant is 
giving Anahuac ISD $22,339 for the 
purchase of a new school bus, either a 
2010 model or newer. The bus will re-
place an older 1995 bus that produces 
higher emissions. 

In February, the Anahuac ISD board 
approved the $98,500 purchase of a new 
school bus, this one from Thomas Bus 
Gulf Coast. The bus is a 2019 77 passen-
ger Thomas Freight Liner equipped with 
air conditioning, seat belts and a backup 
camera.
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It is time to watch your speed when driving near 
schools, because the kids are back in school.

Students at Barbers Hill ISD and Anahuac ISD re-
sumed classes on Aug. 15. 

At BHISD, the student enrollment is 6,233 students 
for this year, according to Jami Navarre, the district’s 
spokeswoman. 

Navarre said the main focus this year is safety. 
“We are focused on social-emotional learning, which 

connects with safety, but it is about building relation-
ships with students and being kind,” Navarre said. “So 
many school districts focus on the curriculum and the 
structure of teaching, which is important. But the main 
focus is building those relationships with students and 
fostering those relationships with the community as 
well.  We are really making sure the social, emotional 
learning piece of our students is a priority.”

Navarre said they are ahead of the game in the wake 

of Gov. Greg Abbott signing Senate Bill 11 in June. 
The bill stipulates schools implement a “multi-hazard 
emergency operations plan.”

“We’ve had safety and emergency procedures al-
ready in place. It has been a priority for our district and 
board for years,” Navarre said. “We want to stay ahead 
of the most innovative information that is out there and 
make sure we are doing everything we can to provide 
the safest environment we can. One of the advanced 
pieces is the social/emotional part of it. What happens 
on the locks on doors, yes, that is important, and what 
is going on within the facility, but what is going on in 
the hearts of kids and how to better serve the children 
is where our priority is focused.”

At Anahuac ISD, students will be coming back to 
school along with 49 new employees with 27 of them 
being new teachers.  

“There is an excitement in Anahuac ISD this year, as 
we continue to strive toward excellence,” said Superin-
tendent Dennis Wagner. 

Barbers Hill ISD welcomes 6,233 students back

Barbers Hill Elementary School North Assistant Principal, Tara 
Pohorily with her son Brock who is a second grader this year. 

School leaders pleased with state grades
BY MATT HOLLIS

matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

The Texas Education Agency’s 
A-F accountability system grad-
ing system for state school dis-
tricts has been released, and the 
four local school districts came 
away with high scores. 

Through House Bill 22, passed 
in the 85th Texas Legislature, 
three domains were established 
to measure the academic per-
formance of both districts and 
campuses. The domains are Stu-
dent Achievement, School Prog-
ress and Closing the Gaps. The 
districts and campuses are rated 

with a letter grade A through F 
for overall performance as well 
as for performance in each do-
main. 

Barbers Hills ISD scored a 
95, or an A, for the second year 
in row with every campus also 
earning an A. 

Sandra Duree, assistant super-
intendent of Curriculum and In-
struction, was pleased with the 
scores. 

“I am so proud of our scores 
because they represent the heart 
of what we stand for,” Duree 
said. “Their scores of the direct 
results of hard work, dedication 
and BHISD’s staff commitment 

to excellence. We are grateful 
for our parents who send us their 
very best. And who help instill in 
their children the value of educa-
tion and hard work.”

BHISD Superintendent Dr. 
Greg Poole said the score is re-
flective of the dedication of those 
within his district.

“Barbers Hill ISD has the 
highest of expectations, and 
once again, these expectations 
have been met with a score of 
a 95 on the state’s standardized 
test, and it is at every campus,” 
Poole said. “These results are not 
accidental, but are the results of 
above and beyond work by stu-

dents and staff and further verify 
that BHISD is excellent by any 
measure.”

BHISD also has a total of 21 
distinctions with campuses earn-
ing at least a minimum of three 
with some campuses earning up 
to six.

Anahuac ISD Superinten-
dent Dennis Wagner was excit-
ed about his district receiving a 
score of 92, or an A, through the 
accountability system. 

“Anahuac ISD received an A 
rating for 2019 due to the hard 
work and dedication of our stu-
dents, parents, teachers, staff, and 
administrators working together 

to prepare our students not only 
to be college-ready but ready for 
life after high school,” Wagner 
said.

Wagner said the district had 
success at the campus levels as 
well. Anahuac Middle School 
received an overall A rating with 
a 91 and received distinctions 
in Science, Academic Growth, 
Postsecondary Readiness, and 
Closing the Gaps. Anahuac High 
School had a B rating, or an 87, 
and a distinction in Postsecond-
ary Readiness. Anahuac Elemen-
tary also received a B rating and 
earned a distinction in Academic 
Growth. 
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Barbers Hill setter Trinity Hennigan, 7, tips a ball over the net as Lady Rangers Kaitlyn Stork, 4, Bailee St. Romain, 12, and Tanishua Jo-
seph look on. Barbers Hill defeated the Lady Rangers Tuesday night. See story on Page 2.

The Texas Department of Transportation has big plans for the 
interchange at I-10 and Eagle Dr./FM 3180. I-10 will become 
elevated and go over Eagle Dr.; Eagle Drive/FM 3180 will be-
come flat and the “jug handles” will go away to help with a more 
efficient traffic flow in both directions. 

The I-10 at FM 3180 Interchange project is anticipated to be 
complete in 2021. Improvements include:

• Reconstruct the I-10 and FM 3180 intersection: I-10 will be 
rebuilt as an overpass spanning FM 3180; currently, FM 3180 is 
an overpass over I-10

• Widen FM 3180 from two to four lanes from I-10 to FM 565 
with a continuous left turn lane

• Install traffic signals at the intersections between I-10 front-
age roads and FM 3180

Crews are currently working on widening along the south-

bound lanes of FM 3180 between I-10 and FM 565. 
All traffic has been shifted to the northbound lanes and will 

stay in this current configuration until the southbound widening 
has been completed. Once the southbound widening has been 
completed, all traffic will be moved to the new pavement and 
widening will begin along the northbound lanes. 

All widening is anticipated to be complete in early 2020. Work 

on the I-10 interchange is estimated to begin in late fall.

Highway department update on I-10 at Eagle Drive project


