
BY JUAN A. LOZANO 
The Associated Press

Tropical Storm Nicholas gath-
ered strength Monday and threat-
ened to blow ashore in Texas as a 
hurricane that could bring up to 20 
inches of rain to parts of the Gulf 
Coast, including the same area hit 
by Hurricane Harvey in 2017 and 
storm-battered Louisiana.

Nearly all of the state’s coastline 
was under a tropical storm warning 
that included potential flash floods 
and urban flooding. Texas Gov. 
Greg Abbott said authorities placed 
rescue teams and resources in the 
Houston area and along the coast.

Forecasters at the National Hurri-
cane Center in Miami said the sys-
tem’s top sustained winds reached 
60 mph. If the winds hit 74 mph, 
the storm would become a Catego-
ry 1 hurricane. It was moving north 
at 12 mph on a track to pass near the 
South Texas coast later in the day, 

then move onshore in the evening.
In flood-prone Houston, officials 

worried that heavy rain expect-
ed to arrive late Monday and ear-

ly Tuesday could inundate streets 
and flood homes. Authorities de-
ployed high-water rescue vehicles 
throughout the city and erected bar-
ricades at more than 40 locations 
that tend to flood, Mayor Sylvester 
Turner said.

“This city is very resilient. We 
know what we need to do. We know 
about preparing,” said Turner, ref-
erencing four major flood events 
that have hit the Houston area in 
recent years, including devastating 
damage from Harvey.

Several schools in the Houston 
and Galveston areas were closed 
Monday because of the incoming 
storm, including Goose Creek, 
Crosby, Anahuac and Barbers Hill.

COVID-19 testing and vacci-
nation sites were closed in Harris 
County, which includes Houston; 
Fort Bend County, southwest of 
Houston; and Nueces County, 

• Herbert M. Carlisle
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We wait for the blessed 
hope — the glorious 
appearing of our great 
God and Savior, Jesus 
Christ, who gave himself 
for us to redeem us from 
all wickedness and to 
purify for himself a people 
that are his very own, 
eager to do what is good.  
     — Titus 2:13-14
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The Baytown Fire Department Honor Guard presents a wreath at the base 
of the Baytown Firefighter Memorial in Bicentennial Park Saturday on the 
20th anniversary of the 9/11 attacks. (Baytown Sun photo by Alan Dale)

BY ALAN DALE
alan.dale@baytownsun.com

There was disappointment in 
the lack of a larger gathering Sat-
urday at Bicentennial Park as the 
Baytown Fire Department and 
city officials gathered to honor 
in the memory of those who lost 
their lives on 9/11 in 2001.

Those terrorist attacks led to the 
deaths of nearly 3,000 people as 
the World Trade Center saw three 
buildings fall, the Pentagon dam-
aged and later survivors die from 
causes of the purposely airplane 
crashes into those structures.

“For me, it’s twofold: It’s a som-

ber day that took the lives of 343 
of our brothers and sisters as far 
as first responders,” Jason Garza, 
an engineer and operator for the 
BFD, said. “It shows how vulner-
able our country can be at times 
and the resilience of a nation that 
pulls together. Here we are 20 
years later marking the anniversa-
ry and what did take place.”

Garza was a U.S. Marine at the 
times of the attacks.

Fire Chief Kevin Dobson talked 
about hoping that the togetherness 
the American people showed after 
the attacks can be something the 
nation can find again.

‘Shouldn’t take a national tragedy to unite us’
City honors 9/11 heroes on 20th anniversary

SEE 9/11 • PAGE 3

Bayland Island 

ground-breaking 

postponed
The much-anticipated ground-

breaking for the Hyatt Regency 
Baytown-Houston hotel on 
Bayland Island, scheduled for 
Wednesday morning, has been 
postponed in light of the expect-
ed stormy weather.

The new date is Sept. 22.
The project, which will bring 

a luxury hotel and convention 
center to the waterfront location 
near the Fred Hartman Bridge, 
has been a dream of city leaders 
for decades.

Storm 
cancels 
school 
today

BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

Heavy rainfall appeared 
to be the biggest threat to 
Baytown and Chambers 
County, according to a 
Monday afternoon update 
from the Chambers County 
Office of Emergency Man-
agement.

Deputy Emergency Man-
ager Bill Vola said the latest 
forecast indicated the local 
area would hit peak sus-
tained winds early Tuesday 
morning of about 40 mph.

Of greater concern, he 
said, was the prediction 
of 15-20 inches of rain 
through the weekend.

Most area schools have 
announced plans to be 
closed today. Most will de-
cide today about Wednes-
day operations depending 
on the amount of storm 
damage.

Tuesday closures had 
been announced for schools 
in Anahuac, Barbers Hill, 
Channelview, Crosby and 
Goose Creek. Lee College 
Tuesday classes — both 
in-person and virtual — are 
cancelled.

The Goose Creek school 
board meeting scheduled 
for Monday night is re-
scheduled for Thursday.

Trash collection in 
Baytown will be late today.

Harris County district 
courts are closed today.

Chambers County offices 
closed at 3 p.m. Monday 
and are scheduled to re-
open at 8 a.m. Wednesday

Chambers County, 
Baytown and other cit-
ies have crews working 
through the storm to re-
spond to downed trees. 

Residents are advised to 
avoid being out on the road, 
but to watch for downed 
power lines or debris in 
roadways if they are out.

This satellite image provided by NOAA shows Tropical Storm Nicholas in the Gulf of Mexico. Tropical storm warnings 
have been issued for coastal Texas. Nicholas is expected to produce storm total rainfall of 5 to 10 inches, with iso-
lated maximum amounts of 15 inches, across portions of coastal Texas through mid-week.

Nicholas strengthens, threatens  
to strike Texas as hurricane

BPD investigating fatal shooting

BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

A 49-year-old man was fatally shot while sitting in his car at a car 
wash in the 3600 block of West Baker Road about 8:20 p.m. Sunday.

Assistant Police Chief Eric Freed said the man, Troy Sumlin, was 
from El Lago, a small city near Seabrook.

After the shooting, Sumlin’s car rolled onto West Baker and struck 
the median, which prompted passersby to call the police.

Freed said police are seeking information about the crime and ask 
anyone with information to contact Baytown Crime Stoppers at 281-
427-TIPS.

This is the eighth homicide in Baytown this year.
Two of those cases, including one earlier Sept. 4, were possibly 

in self-defense.

Baytown 
paratrooper 
found dead 

JAMES

BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

A 20-year-old paratroop-
er from Baytown died at his 

military resi-
dence in Italy 
Sept. 7, ac-
cording to a 
statement the 
U.S. Army 
Southern Eu-
ropean Task 
Force.

S e r v i c e s 
for Ryan James Jr. are ten-
tatively planned for Friday, 
his great-aunt, Barbara Wil-
son, said.

James was assigned to 
the 173rd Airborne Bri-
gade in Vicenza, Italy. He 
was found unresponsive in 
his barracks, the statement 
from the army said.

“Spc. Ryan James was 
an intensely passionate and 
driven paratrooper who 
served his country admira-
bly,” said Lt. Col. Kevin M. 
Ward, commander of the 
2nd Battalion, 503rd Para-
chute Infantry Regiment.

“His strength of charac-
ter, work ethic and remark-
able maturity consistently 
built up those around him. 
During Spc. James’ first 
week in the battalion, he 
placed a bet that he would 
don a Ranger Tab within his 
first two years in the unit; 
he was well on his way to 

SEE PARATROOPER • PAGE 3

SEE NICHOLAS  • PAGE 3

Inside today’s Sun

BAYTOWN
Greater LIFESTYLE ALONG THE TEXAS GULF COAST

$3.95SEPTEMBER 2021

Love at First Sight

INNOVATIVE 
ULTRASOUNDS

Who you gonna call?

FRANK'S 
COLLISION 
MARKS 16TH 
YEAR

Old-school 
WRESTLER LOOKS 
BACK ON STORIED 

CAREER

n El Lago man killed sitting in his 
car at West Baker Road car wash


