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United Way seeking input
Five community meetings 

set to start on Jan. 15
BY MATT HOLLIS

matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

The public will have a chance to pro-
vide input on issues concerning them the 
most at one of the United Way of Greater 
Baytown Area and Chambers County’s 
Community Conversations.

The meetings are going to be held 
throughout the greater Baytown area and 
Chambers County. The purpose is to gath-
er input on issues impacting the quality of 
life in the community.

“The meetings are to collect informa-
tion from the community that we are here 
to serve,” Melissa Reabold, the Baytown 
United Way’s chief executive officer. 
“The United Way is only here because the 
community wanted us to be here. It would 
not make any sense not to get their input. 
This is to get a finger on the pulse of what 
the issues are today.” 

The United Way’s board of directors 
and staff will use this information as they 
work on “Impact 2025,” – a strategic plan 
that will become the reference document 
to include goals to help the organization 
work smarter to meet the needs of the 
community. 

City of Baytown’s assistant city manag-
er and current Baytown United Way board 
of directors chair Nick Woolery is leading 
this work.

“Our community is stronger when ev-

eryone has a chance to contribute and par-
ticipate in United Way’s work,” Woolery 
said. 

The community is encouraged to partic-
ipate in one of the sessions to talk about 
community trends, human service needs, 
and pathways to overcome local chal-
lenges. Snacks, sandwiches, or breakfast 
items will be provided depending on the 
meeting you attend. 

To help prepare, RVSP to admin@unit-
edwaygbacc.org or call 281-424-5922 ext. 
1001 to participate in one of the sessions.

The sessions are scheduled for:
• Jan. 15 from 4 to 6 p.m. at the Sterling 

Municipal Library, 1 Mary Elizabeth Wil-
banks Avenue

• Jan. 22 from 7:30 to 9:30 a.m. at the 
Sterling Municipal Library, 1 Mary Eliza-
beth Wilbanks Avenue

• Jan. 27 from noon to 2 p.m. at 1410 
Lilton Sonnier Avenue, Winnie

• Feb. 6 from 1 to 3 p.m. at Barbers Hill 
ISD Eagle’s Nest, 600 Eagle Drive, Mont 
Belvieu

• Feb. 10 from noon to 2 p.m. at Well-
ness Center, 2200 S. Main Street, Ana-
huac

Reabold explained the sessions involve 
strategic planning.

“For us, we are looking at a five-year 
period of time,” Reabold said. “When you 
are talking about changing the dynamics 
of a community and the people that live 
in it, it takes time to make those changes. 
For us to understand what the problems 
are, who better to ask than those in the 
community?” 

Pair of robbery suspects sought
BY MATT HOLLIS

matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

ANAHUAC – Chambers County Sher-
iff deputies are on the lookout for two 
suspects that robbed a dollar store in Ana-
huac. 

Sheriff Brian Hawthorne said about 
8:30 p.m., two black men entered the 
Family Dollar Store last week displaying 
a handgun. 

“One of the suspects pointed the gun at 
the clerks and a customer, demanding their 
mobile phones,” Hawthorne said. “Both 
the clerks, and the customer, refused to re-
linquish their phones to the suspects.”

Hawthorne said there was a small strug-
gle, and the clerk’s phone was taken. 
However, the customer refused to give the 
robbers their phone.

“The two men forced the customer out 
of the store, but never got his phone,” 
Hawthorne said. “The two robbers fled 

west towards Tony’s BBQ, where it is be-
lieved they had a car waiting for them.”

Hawthorne said the description of the 
robbers was they appeared to be young, 
maybe 18- or 19-years-old. 

“They both were described as tall and 
skinny,” Hawthorne said. “The gunman 
was wearing a ski mask, dark blue hood-
ie, gray pants and black gloves. The oth-
er suspect was wearing a skeleton-style 
Halloween mask, a black or dark hoodie, 
black or dark-colored pants, along with 
black gloves.” 

The sheriff added nothing was taken 
from the store, and the clerk’s phone was 
found outside in the parking lot. 

The Chambers County Sheriff’s Office 
Criminal Investigation Division is con-
ducting the investigation.

If you know anything about this crime 
or any other crime, call 409-267-2500, or 
Crime Stoppers at 844-860-8477.               

Prelim report on fatal flight leaves questions
BY MATT HOLLIS

matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

The tragic crash of Atlas Air 
Flight 3591 was recalled through 
the recently released transcripts 
of the crew’s last moments. But, 
there are unanswered questions 
as to the exact cause of the crash, 
such as how did the first officer 
flunk multiple flight tests and still 
become employed after seeming-
ly doctoring his application to 
cover up his alleged blunders. 

The flight was carrying pack-
ages for Amazon.com as well as 
U.S. Mail. It was coming from 
Miami International Airport 
heading toward George Bush In-
tercontinental Airport, where it 
was scheduled to land at 12:53 
p.m. Feb. 23. However, some-
thing went terribly wrong, and 
it crashed at 12:39 p.m. in Trini-

ty Bay, right next to the town of 
Anahuac. 

Onboard the Boeing 767 was 
60-year-old Captain Ricky Blake-
ly, 44-year-old First Officer Con-
rad Aska and 36-year-old Sean 
Archuleta, a jump seat rider from 
Mesa Airlines. All three died in 
the crash. 

An Atlas Air spokesperson is-
sued a statement about the crash 
and the report.

“We remain devastated by the 
loss of Flight 3591 that claimed 
the lives of two of our valued pi-
lots and a colleague,” the spokes-
person’s statement read. “We 
continue to provide their families 
with care and support.”

The NTSB released a nearly 
3,000-page preliminary report, 
including the transcript of the 
flight’s final minutes, indicating 

that First Officer Aska may have 
become perplexed while the plane 
was in the clouds and thought the 
plane was stalling. 

Right after air traffic controllers 
had tried to clear the plane on the 
other side of some precipitation, 
a mechanical click is heard on 
the recording immediately fol-
lowed by Aska saying “whoa” in 
a raised voice.  

Aska then asks where is his 
speed and then says, “We’re stall-
ing. Stall!” 

Both Captain Blakely and 
Archuleta both ask what is going 
on. Just before the plane impact-
ed with the water, Aska is heard 
to say, “Lord, you have my soul.” 

Despite Aska’s comments 
about stalling, investigators say 
the plane was not in a stall. They 
add Aska added full takeoff pow-

er and did not tell Captain Blake-
ly. Telling the captain is part of 
normal procedure. 

Investigators theorize that 
based on the information from the 
flight data recorder Aska, think-
ing he was in a stall, pushed his 
control column forward, which in 
actuality caused the plane to head 
downward.  

The flight data recorder indi-
cates Blakely pulled his yoke 
stick up at the same time Aska 
was pointing his down. Aska then 
also began to point his stick down 
around 35,000 feet, which was 
when the plane was hitting the 
bottom of the cloud cover. 

The plane had reached about 
500 per hour before it hit the wa-
ter.     

The report also says Aska did 
not list two jobs – one with Air 

Wisconsin and the other with 
CommutAir – where he did not 
complete training on his Air Atlas 
application.   

In the report, a remedial train-
ing record of Aska’s is checked 
unsatisfactory. In the areas of 
emphasis and review section, the 
instructor, Bill Peavley, who was 
testing Aska at Atlas Air for his 
767-type rating ride, said Aska’s 
“situational awareness is lacking. 
Procedures were incorrect. Lim-
itations were exceeded. Judgment 
was poor and (crew resource 
management/threat and error 
management) skills were poor.”  

Peavley also wrote Aska ex-
ceeded flap speed on the initial 
departure, did not work well with 
the pilot monitoring during an in-
flight emergency, and his coordi-
nation within the cabin was poor. 

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

The Chambers County Commission-
ers Court passed a $9.76 million revenue 
bond to move forward on work for FM 
1409. 

The bonds assist the county in paying 
its portion of an extension on the road as 
well as an overpass on Interstate 10. 

Pct. 4 Commissioner Billy Combs ex-
plained why the court approved the rev-
enue bond. 

“The original estimate on FM 1409 
was done several years ago,” Combs 
said. “Because of delays and trying to 
get the acquisitions on the lands, and 
getting the pipeline crossings approved 
through there, it has taken several years 
to get that done. And along the way, the 
construction costs have gone up. Also, 
the (Texas Department of Transporta-
tion) requirements for construction of 
the bridge have changed, so that bridge 
is much more expensive than the orig-
inal estimates were. So, we have to go 
back and get additional money.”

In 2012, the county and TxDOT 
formed a partnership for the “Pass-
Through Toll Project” for the extension 
of FM 1409. It was a $37 million project 
to extend FM 1409 from FM 565 at Old 
River-Winfree to FM 565 south of I-10. 

After the construction of the new 
roadway, TxDOT will repay the county 

through a toll, Combs said. 
“For every car that passes through, 

they will count the cars,” he said. “The 
county will receive so much money 
based on the traffic. That is how we get 
repaid for it.”

Chambers County Auditor Tony Sims 
said the county would be reimbursed 
with 25 cents per vehicle. This comes 
out to $1 million every year at a mini-
mum and $2 million a year at maximum.  

The court decided on a 25-year bond, 
which is about the same amount of time 
TxDOT has to repay the county, accord-
ing to Combs. 

A revenue bond is basically a munic-
ipal bond that is supported by revenue 
from a project such as a toll. These bonds 
finance income-producing projects and 
are secured by a specific revenue source. 

“Since it is a revenue bond, it creates 
revenue,” Combs said. “It gives us mon-
ey to do the bridge. And it will be there 
to take care of any cost and overruns that 
may pop up.”

According to TxDOT, the FM 1409 
roadway extension project’s purpose is 
a response to an increased transporta-
tion demand that also enhances mobility, 
lowers congestion and improves safe-
ty in the western portion of Chambers 
County. 

Aside from building a bridge crossing 
over I-10, some of the improvements 
include providing a continuous link be-
tween Old River-Winfree, I-10 and FM 
565, a two-lane undivided highway, 
paved shoulders, access roads and drain-
age. 

Chambers County court 
approves $9.7 mil bond
Funding earmarked for 
FM 1409, I-10 projects
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