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The Spirit of the Sovereign 
Lord is on me, because 
the Lord has anointed 
me to proclaim good 
news to the poor. He 
has sent me to bind up 
the brokenhearted, to 
proclaim freedom for the 
captives and release from 
darkness for the prisoners.     
            – Isaiah 61:1
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Upcoming food 

distribution events
July 11: Hearts and 

Hands of Baytown, - 9 
a.m. to noon, Faith Family 
Church.

July 15: Hearts and 
Hands of Baytown, - 9 
a.m. to noon, Faith Family 
Church.

July 15: First United 
Methodist Church of Mont 
Belvieu,10629 Eagle 
Drive, from 9-11 a.m.

July 18: Hearts and 
Hands of Baytown, 9 a.m. 
to noon, St. Mark’s UMC, 
3811 North Main St.

July 22: Hearts and 
Hands of Baytown, - 9 
a.m. to noon, Faith Family 
Church.

July 22: First United 
Methodist Church of Mont 
Belvieu,10629 Eagle 
Drive, from 9-11 a.m.

July 25: Hearts and 
Hands of Baytown, - 9 
a.m. to noon, Robert E. 
Lee High School- 1809 
Market St.

GCM, BARBERS HILL SHINE IN TEAM OF THE YEAR RACE SPORTS

SUNNEWS
Drive-thru testing 

at Memorial Baptist 

through Friday
Baytown has a drive-

through testing site for 
COVID-19 this week, 
as Harris County Public 
Health is set up at Memori-
al Baptist Church through 
Friday. Testing is free, but 
reservations must be made 
online or by phone before 
going to the site.

If you wish to be tested 
there, or at any Harris 
County Public Health site, 
complete an assessment 
and register at covidcheck.
hctx.net or call 832-927-
7575.

While Memorial Baptist 
Church is on Sterling Ave-
nue, for testing you need to 
enter the parking lot from 
the 600 block of Defee Av-
enue. When you turn onto 
Defee from Decker Drive, 
the line is in the left lane.

The site is open 8 a.m.-3 
p.m. daily through Friday 
and can provide 200 tests 
a day.

Harris County’s mandatory mask order will remain in effect at least until late August, Commissioners Court decided.
The mask order mandates that businesses require patrons to cover their faces. Wearing a mask while shopping at 
Kroger Wednesday afternoon are Aaron McIntyre and Liz Brown. (Michael Pineda, Baytown Sun photo)

BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

Early voting in the Prima-
ry Election runoffs continues is 
underway now and continues 
through Friday, July 10, with reg-
ular Election Day set for July 14.

Voting in Baytown is in the Lee 
College Gymnasium. For those 
unfamiliar with the campus, the 
gymnasium building is next door 
to the Sports Arena where athlet-
ic games and graduation ceremo-

nies are held…the two buildings 
share a parking lot on Lee Drive 
across the street from Bicentenni-
al Park.

Both the Democratic and Re-
publican parties have their prima-
ry runoff elections there.

Harris County residents may 
vote at any Harris County voting 
location.

In addition to the Lee Col-
lege location, there is a nearby  
location at the Crosby Branch  

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

With early voting ongoing for 
runoff elections, both Harris and 
Chambers counties are taking 
precautions to ensure voters are 
safe from catching COVID-19. 

Harris County Judge Lina Hi-
dalgo’s mask order went into ef-
fect June 22. Any business pro-
viding goods and services must 

require its employees and con-
sumers to wear a face-covering 
of some type when working close 
to other workers or the public. 
A $1,000 fine could be levied if 
store owners do not comply. 

Hidalgo said this was like “no 
shirt, no shoes, no mask, no ser-
vice.”   

Under Harris County’s 

Democrats lead way in 
early voting turnout

BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

Both Chambers County and Harris County have ex-
tended executive orders requiring customers and em-
ployees to wear face coverings when they are inside 
businesses.

Chambers County Judge Jimmy Sylvia has extend-
ed that county’s order through July 7.

Harris County Judge Lina Hidalgo extended that 
county’s order through Aug. 26.
Mobile site in Baytown

Baytown has a drive-through testing site for 
COVID-19 this week, as Harris County Public Health 
is set up at Memorial Baptist Church through Friday. 
Testing is free, but reservations must be made online 
or by phone before going to the site.

If you wish to be tested there, or at any Harris Coun-
ty Public Health site, complete an assessment and reg-
ister at covidcheck.hctx.net or call 832-927-7575.

The site is open 8 a.m.-3 p.m. daily through Friday 
and can provide 200 tests a day.

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

Baytown police will not be enforcing the wearing of 
masks, according to the mayor. 

Harris County Judge Lina Hidalgo had signed an 
order declaring all businesses in Harris County must 
require employees and customers to wear face cover-
ings. It went into effect June 22, and the county com-
missioners voted to extend the order until Aug. 26 on 
Tuesday.

In April, when Hidalgo signed her first mask order, 
Mayor Brandon Capetillo said police would not be en-
forcing the mask rule in Baytown. He reiterated the 
point after Hidalgo’s latest order as well as Gov. Greg 
Abbott saying cities and counties could impose penal-
ties on those not wearing a mask. 

“As per Governor Greg Abbott’s and Judge Lina 
Hidalgo’s most recent executive orders, the City of 
Baytown encourages our citizens to take every precau-
tionary measure to include the use of face coverings in 
the fight against the spread of COVID-19,” Capetil-
lo said. “However, the city will not and is prohibited 
from imposing any penalty for non-compliance.”

Mayor: City will 
not enforce masks 

Order extended 
Judges extend face covering rule 
in Harris, Chambers counties
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Budget 
battle

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

Some school districts in 
Texas were troubled when 
they heard the Texas Edu-
cation Agency was putting 
CARES Act funds toward 
money lost in the 2019-20 
school instead of them re-
ceiving the funds directly. 

Districts hoped to use the 
funds to help offset losses 
due to COVID-19. There 
were concerns districts 
might not be fully funded 
thanks to these losses. 

Listening to the local 
schools districts, the news 
might not be all that bad. 

At Goose Creek CISD, 
Margie Grimes, the dis-
trict’s chief financial offi-
cer, said the district’s state 
funding is being reduced 
by $4.1 million. Grimes 
added the district is sub-
mitting eligible expenses 
for reimbursement from the 
CARES Act through the 
Elementary and Secondary 
School Emergency Relief 
Fund, one of the legisla-
tion’s funding streams.  

“We do not anticipate 
losing any revenues after 
our expenditures are re-
imbursed,” Grimes said. 
“Our intent is to submit 
the claims promptly for 
reimbursement. Our state/
federal programs director 
is currently working on 
the application, and we are 
working together on the 
documentation needed to 
file for reimbursement of 
expenditures.”

Grimes added there is 
no impact to the district’s 
general fund balance, since 
the 2019-2020 budgeted 
revenues were reduced, and 
the budgeted expenditures 
were also lowered by $4.1 
million. 

State denying 
school districts 
fed relief funds

Polls adhere to virus 
safety standards 
Volunteers outfitted with protective gear

Virus spike wreaks havoc with GC plans 

O’BRIEN

BY MATT HOLLIS

matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

A recent increase of COVID-19 
cases has prompted Goose Creek 
CISD to adjust its summer sched-
ule as well as its planned in-per-
son graduation walk. 

Superintendent Randal O’Brien 
sent out a letter to announce how 
the district plans to update its 
event schedule for July. 

“Safety will always be our top 

priority, and although some may 
be disappointed, we cannot hold 
events that might put our students, 
staff, and community in danger,” 
O’Brien said.

Among the cancellations are all 
proms due to venue restrictions 
and state guidelines. 

Face-to-face summer school 
has also been canceled. This in-
cludes the Summer Bridge pro-
gram for IMPACT Early College 
High School and Stuart Career 

Tech High School.
O’Brien said there are some 

dual credit and CNA certification 
programs that might continue if 
students want to complete the re-
quired hours and assessments. In 
addition, O’Brien said high school 
students that need to recover cred-
it can still complete the assigned 
projects. He encouraged students 
to contact their high school cam-
pus to obtain the project and re-
turn any completed projects.

District officials 
had planned to hold 
an in-person gradu-
ation ceremony for 
the 2020 graduat-
ing seniors, since a 
regular one could 
not be held due to 
COVID-19. A spe-
cial parade for the 

Top 10 seniors from all three high 
schools was held in May with an 
in-person ceremony supposed to 
happen this month. 

Grad walk delayed, prom & summer school programs canceled


