
• Dorothy E. Howell

• Val Carrell Romans

• William R. Carpenter

• Brandi Lanee Burns

• Don Robert Hendrix
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They all joined together 
constantly in prayer, 
along with the women 
and Mary the mother 
of Jesus, and with his 
brothers. — Acts 1:14
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“CoverThe City,” the annual prayer walk around Baytown, held its sixth event Saturday. Isaac Garza 
celebrates after completing the walk. He was the third walker to complete the trek. See story on Page 2.

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

Rusty Pumphrey, a relative of Jessie Lee Pumphrey, 
recently spoke to the board about renaming Elementary 
School No. 17 after the longtime Goose Creek school 
district teacher and school administrator. Pumphrey 
was the principal at Lorenzo De Zavala (The Mexican 
School) from 1928 to 1965, the same year the school in 
old Baytown was closed.

 Pumphrey Elementary School was built in 1970 on 
Fairway Drive.

“I invite the school board to consider that Elementary 
School No. 17 be named after her now that the original 
Pumphrey Elementary was torn down about 2010,” he 
said. 

Rusty Pumphrey said, for the board members who 
do not know about Jessie Lee Pumphrey, she started at 
Goose Creek school district in 1928 after teaching for 
11 years. 

“She retired in 1965,” he said. “She was there for the 
original dedication, and she was the head teacher and 

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

Nearly two years after 
Goose Creek CISD board 
members said they would 
form a committee to ex-
amine bullying, parents 
remain frustrated that their 
children are being subject-
ed to harm at the schools at 
the hands of other students. 

Steven Eden recently 
spoke to the board about 
his daughter, who he said 
was beaten up. 

“I am here today to talk 
about some bullying that 
has been going on in the 
school,” Eden said. “It 
has been reported several 
times, and it seems nothing 
is being done.”

Eden passed out a picture 
of his daughter to board 
members and said a male 
student threatened her life 
on the bus last year. 

“He has also threatened 
three other students on the 
bus,” Eden said. 

Eden claimed his daugh-
ter was beaten up by the 
male student at school. 

“This student should 

Parents 
condemn 
bullying 
in district

 GOOSE CREEK

SEE BULLYING • PAGE 3

Challengers grab Goose Creek board seats

Relative hopes for new Pumphrey Elem.

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

Goose Creek CISD will have two new 
faces on its board while Lee College’s 
board stays the same after the Saturday 
elections, according to the unofficial vote 
count. 

Howard Sampson, who has served near-
ly 12 years on the board, won another term 

for District 1, defeating his 
opponent, Jeff Minson, 
with a 214 to 69 vote mar-
gin. He was the only Goose 
Creek board incumbent to 
keep their seat. 

“I appreciate all of the 
people that voted for me 
and supported me,” Samp-
son said. “I will keep looking out the peo-
ple of District 1 and keep looking out for 
the district as a whole. I think that is an 

important factor as well as 
looking out for the constit-
uents in my district.” 

Sampson felt the election 
went along without any 
major issues. 

“I think everything went 
smooth with all of the rac-
es,” he said. “The main 

thing is like I said before, I am there for 
the students and teachers and the district. 
That is all I am there for.” 

In District 2, Mercedes Renteria III de-
feated longtime incumbent Agustin Lore-
do III 168 to 118. Renteria is a former 
longtime Baytown city councilman.  

“We won because Baytown wanted 
change,” Renteria said. “Loredo was push-
ing the cancel culture agenda.  He wanted 
to change the Robert E. Lee name. Lore-
do wanted to indoctrinate our students. 
Baytown is not having that nonsense.”                          

SEE NAME • PAGE 3

n District closed first Pumphrey in 
2010 due to pipeline rupture concerns

BERROTT-TIMS RENTERIA

n College regents re-elected

SEE ELECTION • PAGE 10

BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

It’s not unusual for a 
65-year-old man to reflect 
on his career — the highs, 
the lows, the accomplish-
ments and the failures — as 
he winds down his business 
affairs and prepares to start 
a new chapter of life.

What makes it unusual 
for one Baytown doctor is 
what that new chapter will 
be — serving a sentence in-
side a federal prison.

Dr. Ghyasuddin Syed 
will go to prison July 19, 
he said. He pleaded guilty 
in December to the charge 
that he was paid kickbacks 
for referring patients for 
urine tests at a lab owned 
by Uday Shaw, 66, of 
Houston, and Timothy An-
drews, 57, of Deer Park.

Shaw and Andrews were 
accused of improperly bill-
ing Medicare for tests.

Syed admits to making 
mistakes, but says there is 
another side to the story 
— a side he is trying to get 
heard.

“If they decided to con-
vict me, it’s OK, I’ll take 
it,” he said. “Maybe it’s my 
destiny. Who knows?”

Syed said medical laws 
are complicated and he 
didn’t knowingly do any-
thing wrong, but acknowl-
edges he is a doctor, not a 
businessman.

Shaw and Andrews 
owned several testing labs, 
including one in Baytown’s 
Primary Medical Tower, 
which Syed and his wife, 
Shazana Begum, owned.

Prosecutors say that 
some of the lease payments 
were in fact kickbacks—a 
claim Syed denies. 

Both Syed and Begum 
acknowledged they could 
have done a more thorough 

SEE DOCTOR • PAGE 10

Baytown doctor 
headed to prison

‘Maybe 
it’s my 
destiny’ 

STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS

The U.S. Food and Drug Ad-
ministration is expected to autho-
rize Pfizer’s COVID-19 vaccine 
for youngsters ages 12 to 15 by 
next week, according to a federal 
official and a person familiar with 
the process, setting up shots for 
many before the beginning of the 
next school year.

The announcement is set to 
come a month after the company 
found that its shot, which is al-
ready authorized for those age 16 
and older, also provided protec-
tion for the younger group. 

The federal official, speaking 
on the condition of anonymity to 
preview the FDA’s action, said 

the agency was expected to ex-
pand its emergency use authoriza-
tion for Pfizer’s two-dose vaccine 
by early next week, and perhaps 
even sooner. The person familiar 
with the process, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity to discuss 
internal matters, confirmed the 
timeline and added that it is ex-
pected that the FDA will approve 
Pfizer’s use by even younger chil-
dren sometime this fall.

The FDA action will be fol-
lowed by a meeting of a federal 
vaccine advisory committee to 
discuss whether to recommend 
the shot for 12- to 15-year-olds. 
Shots could begin after the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Pre-

vention adopts the committee’s 
recommendation. Those steps 
could be completed in a matter of 
days.

The New York Times first re-
ported on the expected timing for 
the authorization.

Pfizer in late March released 
preliminary results from a vaccine 
study of 2,260 U.S. volunteers 
ages 12 to 15, showing there were 
no cases of COVID-19 among 
fully vaccinated adolescents com-
pared with 18 among those given 
dummy shots.

Kids had side effects similar to 
young adults, the company said. 
The main side effects are pain, 
fever, chills and fatigue, partic-

ularly after the second dose. The 
study will continue to track par-
ticipants for two years for more 
information about long-term pro-
tection and safety.

Pfizer isn’t the only company 
seeking to lower the age limit for 
its vaccine. Results also are ex-
pected by the middle of this year 
from a U.S. study of Moderna’s 
vaccine in 12- to 17-year-olds.

But in a sign that the findings 
were promising, the FDA already 
allowed both companies to begin 
U.S. studies in children 11 and 
younger, working their way to as 
young as 6 months old.

Report: FDA to OK Pfizer vaccine for teens

SEE COVID • PAGE 10


