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•  Free 45 day Rate Lock*

•  Down payment as little as 3%

•   Family gifts accepted for down  
payment or closing costs

•  Flexible terms available

*All loans subject to credit approval. ^Under certain 
circumstances, private mortgage insurance (PMI) and an escrow 
account for taxes and insurance may be required. Other eligibility 
includes a credit score of 680 or great-er, no bankruptcy in the 
previous 36 months, debt-to-income ratio not to exceed 43%, 
and loan-to-value ratio not to exceed 95%. Other credit and 
income qualifications will apply. Minimum finance amount 
of $75,000. Investment properties and Jumbo Loans are not 
eligible for this offer. Verifiable employment required and time 
on job required of 1 year plus. Real estate promotions cannot 
be combined with any other offer. Certain other credit and 
income qualifications may apply. CRCU reserves the right to 
cancel or change these promotions at any time. Please contact a 
representative for more details. CRCU membership required.
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n State not immune from claims that concrete 
median divider on Interstate 10 caused flooding

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

A federal judge’s denial of the 
State of Texas’ claim of immu-
nity has opened the door for a 
lawsuit over a concrete median 
barrier to move ahead. 

Residents in Winnie filed a 
lawsuit in May 2020 against the 
state over design flaws on con-
crete barriers on Interstate 10. 
They say it was like a dam and, 
during Hurricane Harvey and 
Tropical Storm Imelda, flood-
ed their land, homes, destroyed 
property and even killed some 
animals. 

This comes after Judge An-
drew Edison, a United States 
magistrate judge, denied the 
state’s claim of sovereign immu-
nity in February. Edison also de-
nied the state’s motion to dismiss 
the case. 

Daniel Charest, attorney rep-
resenting the Winnie residents, 
said a couple of moving parts are 
in play. 

“The magistrate has made 
what is called a report and rec-
ommendation,” Charest said. 
“The district judge can review 
the magistrate’s work and ap-
prove it or not. In this case, the 
district judge approved and ad-
opted the magistrate’s work, so 
all of the analysis the magistrate 
had done, the district judge ad-
opted. So, that is the final word 
in respect to both the motion to 
dismiss, saying the state cannot 
be sued, and also for the substan-
tive motions saying that we did 
not plead correctly or that we did 
not plead it enough to get over 
the pleading hurdle.”

The state filed a motion in Au-
gust to have the suit dismissed, 
saying it has sovereign immunity 
on any Fifth Amendment claims. 
Judge Edison ruled Winnie res-
ident attorney proved the state 
had a more than the incidental 
intended use of their property 
and had immunity from liability.

“Not only have plaintiffs al-
leged that the state knew or was 

substantially certain that the con-
crete barrier would cause flood-
ing on the northside of IH-10…
but they have also pointed to 
specific ways in which discov-
ery might help them to prove 
those allegations at trial,” Edison 
wrote.

Charest is still seeking to con-
solidate class actions suits filed 

in Liberty, Jefferson and Cham-
bers counties. 

“We filed our cases in state 
court, and then the state removed 
it to federal court,” he said. “The 
rules of state court is to make a 
claim, you have to file them in 
the county where the incident 
took place. So, the state just re-
moved the Liberty and Jefferson 

County cases last week, and now 
the plan is to bring all three cases 
together before Judge Brown and 
the magistrate judge as well and 
push those toward trial as one 
unified case.”

Charest said the state has indi-
cated it will agree. But no papers 
have been signed yet.

“I am hoping that by the end of 
the week, we have some clarity 
around that,” Charest said. 

Charest said the clients’ mo-
rale is holding up well. 

“They are happy about the 
progress in the case,” he said. 
“Until you get into negotiation, 
you do not realize how slow it 
goes. COVID-19 did not help 
and the speed, but we’re doing 
our best to push it forward. We 
recently had a socially distanced 
town hall just to make sure the 
clients can talk to the lawyers, 
learn about the case and people 
that are interested in joining the 
case can ask questions.”

Charest said they have been 
going forward with discovery in 
the Chambers County case. 

“We ‘ve been exchanging doc-
uments with the state and build-
ing the case,” Charest said. 

Federal judge removes barrier to lawsuit

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

A Chambers County human 
resources director made false 
statements about having cancer 
and collected benefits accord-
ing to criminal indictment doc-
uments from the United States 
District Court Southern District 
of Texas-Houston Division. 

Toccara Greene, also known 
as Kat Greene, 39, of Wallis-
ville, faces up to five years in 
jail for each of three counts and 
a $250,000 fine.  

The first count, according 
to the documents, said Greene 
“knowingly and willfully made 
a false, fictitious, and fraudulent 
statement and representation in 
connection with the application 
for and receipt of compensation 
and other benefits.”

Adam Goldman, Southern 
District of Texas-Houston Di-
vision attorney, said Greene re-
ceived up to $17,000 in benefits 
after filing an Application to 
Become a Leave Recipient Un-
der the Voluntary Leave Trans-
fer Program. Goldman added 
Greene was a civilian employee 
of the U.S. Army. 

Greene received over 240 
hours of leave valued at more 
than $17,000, an expense paid 
for by United States Department 
of Army employees. “Other em-
ployees donated leave funds to 
her,” Goldman said. 

Goldman said Greene claimed 
to have cancer and went through 
chemotherapy at MD Anderson 
Cancer Center under the care of 
a Dr. Jason Sable.

“It is our allegation, and this 
is only an allegation, and she 
is still presumed innocent, that 
she was never treated at M.D. 
Anderson and there is no such 
person as a Dr. Sable,” Gold-
man said. “And she had another 
document with another doctor, 
but they claim the information 
was forged, and the doctor nev-
er wrote the document.”

Green pleaded not guilty to 
all federal charges at an arraign-
ment, documents indicate.

Greene was 
also arrested and 
was placed into 
Chambers Coun-
ty jail on charges 
of tampering with 
government re-
cords. County’s 
commissioners 
are expected to sign off on an 
independent audit of the HR 
department by the firm Pattillo, 
Brown and Hill at its meeting 
today. They are also to approve 
a new hiring process that specif-
ically states the “candidate will 
also go through any appropriate 
background checks.” Greene 
was hired to be the Chambers 
County HR director in January 
2020. 

Greene is still employed as 
Chambers County on leave with 
pay, according to Cheryl Lieck, 
the county’s district attorney. 

Lieck said her office was al-
ready conducting an investi-
gation into Greene at the same 
time the federal authorities, 
but neither were aware of the 
other’s investigation. Lieck de-
scribed it as “serendipitous.”

Greene apparently also told 
Chambers County employees 
she had cancer. “She’s a con art-
ist,” Lieck said. 

Lieck’s investigation started 
when a county employee came 
to her with apparent evidence of 
Greene falsifying records, and 
this resulted in Lieck starting to 
investigate the HR director. 

Lieck said it was discovered 
Greene’s resume had references 
that did not exist or they did not 
know her. Among the creden-
tials Greene listed, according 
to Lieck, was being a military 
attorney. 

“She was actually arrested on 
our warrant, and the feds served 
her with theirs while she was in 
our custody,” Lieck said. 

Lieck has also filed a tempo-
rary restraining order to prevent 
Greene from accessing county 
records. 

Greene is out on bond totaled 
between $75,000 to $80,000, 
Goldman said. 

GREENE

Phony illness
Feds say embattled Chambers Co. HR 
director falsely claimed cancer

Elementary School South fifth grade teacher Emily Gray was recognized by Barbers Hill Asst. Supt. Sandra 
Duree and Principal Missy Barrington for her quick response that saved the life of a student who was choking. 
Shown is Emily Gray with the young man she saved from choking in the ESS cafeteria.

Water rushes over a barrier on Interstate 10 during Tropical Storm 
Imelda. Chambers County residents living near the highway say the 
barrier has caused their land to flood where it never did before its 
construction by the Texas Department of Transportation. 

Body of missing fisherman found
BY MATT HOLLIS

matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

The body of a missing fisherman was discovered 
late Thursday afternoon by a group of civilian fish-
ermen, Chambers County law enforcement author-
ities said. 

Chambers County Sheriff Brian Hawthorne said 
other fishers were out near the center of Trinity 
Bay when they came across the body of 40-year-
old Tony Nguyen. The Chambers County fisherman 
had been missing since April 2 when his boat was 
found still in gear, running in circles with no one 
on board. Authorities discovered the missing man’s 
wallet on the boat. Hawthorne said the fishermen 
found Nguyen’s body about 10 miles away from 
where authorities believed he fell from his boat into 
the water.

“They called our 9-1-1 and our marine deputies 
responded to where they were at,” Hawthorne said. 

Hawthorne added Nguyen’s body had been iden-
tified. “It was for sure him,” Hawthorne said.  

The marine deputies recovered the body from the 
water and transported it to the Oak Island Marina 
area, Hawthorne said.

Chambers County Precinct 6 Justice of the Peace 
Larry Cryer responded to the scene and ordered an 

autopsy be performed.
Detectives from the Criminal Investigations Unit 

arrived on the scene to continue the investigation 
into the death of Nguyen.

“At this time, no foul play is suspected,” Haw-
thorne said. “It looks like he was baiting his crab 
traps and may have just leaned over too far and fall-
en out. The boat was still in gear, so it just left him.”

Hawthorne sent a message to the family and 
friends of Nguyen.

“Our thoughts and prayers go out to the family 
of Mr. Nguyen. I want to remind boaters of the im-
portance of using an engine kill switch and wearing 
their life vest when operating a boat in the waters of 
Chambers County,”  Hawthorne said.

Hawthorne also emphasized the importance of 
wearing a lifejacket when boating. 

“In the eight years of me being the sheriff, we have 
never recovered a drowning victim from a boating 
incident that was wearing a life jacket,” Hawthorne 
said. “Every one of our deceased drownings was 
not wearing a life vest. They had either fallen into 
the water or were in boat crashes. They all perished 
because they were not wearing a life jacket. There 
is a reason we have a policy that we do not operate 
our sheriff office boats without everyone in the boat 
wearing a lifejacket.” 


