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Rejoicing in hope; patient 
in tribulation; continuing 
instant in prayer.  
        - Romans 12:12

Hope! Be encouraged!    
             –SH

BIBLE VERSE

OBITUARIES

High
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Low
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WEATHER
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RELIGION

Pastors offer biblical 
principles & thoughts
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Baytown Sun photo by Christopher James

Baytown Parks and Recreation employees have begun the process of turning Town Square into a Christmas wonder-
land. The department is also working on the ice rink in preparation for another holiday season. 

Beginning to look like Christmas

BY CHRISTOPHER JAMES 
christopher.james@baytownsun.com 

Baytown will soon be looking a 
lot like Christmas. 

The Baytown Parks and Recre-
ation Department is already pre-
paring for the yuletide season and 
hopes to have the Christmas tree at 
Town Square up soon. 

Kyle Kelley, Baytown Parks 
and Recreation Superintendent of 
Parks, said the Christmas tree is 
coming together. Once the crane 
arrives on Monday, they’ll finish 
setting up the tree. 

“It will take on a different look 
by the end of the day on Monday, 
a little more festive,” Kelley said.   

The parks department is also 
working on setting up the ice rink. 
Kelley said sand is in place at Town 
Square and tubes will soon be set. 

Once the chiller arrives they will 
begin to make ice. 

Weather permitting, Kelley 
hopes to have the rink up and going 
by opening day, which is the day 
after Thanksgiving, on Black Fri-
day, Nov. 29. 

“If we get too much rain or if we 
have too many warm days it will be 
difficult, but we’ll do what we can 
to get it open on time,” Kelley said. 

Once the rink is open it will cost 
skaters over 48-inches $10, which 
includes skate rentals. For anyone 
48-inches and below, the cost is $8. 

Hours for the rink have slightly 
changed but will remain open sev-
en days a week. 

The rink will be open 6 to 10 
p.m. Monday through Thursday, 6 
to 11 p.m. Friday and Saturday, and 
noon to 4 p.m. Sundays. 

It’s a bit of a risk to have the rink 

open during daylight hours but the 
parks department said it wants to 
give it a try to see how it goes. 

In addition to the festive feel, the 
parks department is also preparing 
for its annual Christmas Parade, 
which is themed Christmas Movie 
Memories. 

“We’re hoping everyone will 
decorate to that theme, and we’re 
really excited to see what everyone 
comes up with,” Tara Barton, Parks 
and Recreation spokeswoman, said. 

Parade registration is currently 
open until Nov. 25. Anyone inter-
ested in being part of the parade 
can register at the Baytown Com-
munity Center, 2407 Market St. A 
limited number of entries are avail-
able. 

For more information, call 281-
420-6597 or email pard@baytown.
org. 

Ice rink to open Nov. 29, weather permitting

Cera and Henry Bernshausen will be among 
those performing in the Concert of Thanksgiving 
Sunday. (Submitted photo)

1Take in some glorious music this week-
end and help a good cause in the process. 

The Love Network of Baytown, Hearts and 
Hands of Baytown is teaming up with Iglesia 
Cristo Viene for its first Concert of Thanks-
giving. The concert will be at 6 p.m., Sunday 
at Iglesia Cristo Viene located at 400 Cedar 
Bayou Rd. Admission is free but love offer-
ings will be accepted to spread some love 
around. Among the local talent performing 
will be will be Henry Bernshausen, an elder 
at Alliance Bible Church and Cera, a fresh-
man at Sterling.  Donations of new and gen-
tly used coats will be accepted along with 
non-perishable food items.

2Take in the majesty of gourd art this 
weekend during a show at the Art League 

of Baytown. Artists Roy and Blanche Cavar-
retta will display their work from 5 to 8 p.m. 
Saturday at the Art Center located at 110 W. 
Texas Ave. They will also demonstrate some 
of the techniques used to produce the art. 
Sounds like a prime opportunity to expand 

BY CHRISTOPHER JAMES 
christopher.james@baytownsun.com 

Starting today, veterans will be celebrated 
in Baytown, which will kick off a slew of 
local events this weekend and into Veterans 
Day on Monday. 

The City of Baytown Parks and Recreation 
Department will host its first-annual Salute 
to Service at Town Square from 7 to 9 p.m. 

The event is designed to celebrate past and 
present service members and will feature 
free hot dogs and popcorn, lawn games such 
as corn hole and washers, and a free live per-
formance by the Space City Big Band. 

The Space City Big Band hails from the 
Clear Lake area and performs across the 

Concert highlights 5 things to doFull slate of 
Veterans Day 
activities 

SEE SLATE • PAGE 2

SEE ISLAND • PAGE 2

SEE CATTLE • PAGE 2

SEE CONCERT • PAGE 3

Herd  
of cattle 
calamity  
Eight accidents 
reported as 195 
livestock roam

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

Chambers County Sher-
iff Office deputies and 
ranchers had their hands 
full as a herd of cattle that 
broke through a wooden 
fence were roaming around 
even onto Interstate-10 and 
caused some vehicle acci-
dents.  

Chambers County Sher-
iff Brian Hawthorne said 
about 190 young cattle 
broke through the fence 
off State Highway 65 in 
the Winnie-Stowell area 
Wednesday morning. Haw-
thorne said they discovered 
the roaming cattle due to a 
report of a traffic accident 
on State Highway 124. 

The cattle rancher and 
the Sheriff’s Office imme-
diately started rounding up 
cattle. 

“The rancher had well 
over 50 fellow ranchers, 
cowboys and friends that 
came to their aid to help 
roundup the wandering 
loose cattle,” Hawthorne 
said. “At the end of day-
light on Wednesday eve-
ning, it was reported that 
approximately 160 of the 
strays have been secured.”

As of Wednesday eve-
ning, sheriff deputies and 
cowhands were still search-
ing for about 35 head of cat-
tle in the woods and nearby 
county roads. Ranchers on 
horses, as well as in 

Season tip off
Lady Patriots return to 
the court tonight  

Pre-construction deal set for Bayland Island 

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

Two agreements related to the 
Bayland Island hotel/convention 
center project were approved at 
the first-ever Baytown Hospital-
ity Public Facilities Corporation 
meeting. 

The PFC members, whose 
members are practically identical 
to the Municipal Development 
District, authorized a pre-con-
struction agreement with DPR 
Construction to build the hotel/

convention center. 
Ron Bottoms, former deputy 

city manager, talked about the 
agreement. 

“This is an agreement with 
DPR Construction to finish the 
process in order to get the ini-
tial guaranteed maximum price,” 
Bottoms said.

City Manager Rick Davis said 
the IMGP is the builder’s best 
price for what the buildings will 
cost. This is expected from the 
builders during the first week of 
December.

“It is also to finish the design 
work while we are re-doing the 
design/build agreement with the 
(Public Facilities Corporation),” 
Bottoms said. “We changed ev-
erything to the PFC, and this 
cleaned all of that up.” 

Bottoms added the cost is in 
line with the budget Garfield 
Public/Private presented in Oc-
tober, which was $63.6 million, 
$5.2 million more than initial es-
timates.

PFC Vice President Chris 
Presley asked about when would 

members approve 
the actual construc-
tion agreement.

“That is the new 
design/build agree-
ment, and that’s is 
being worked on as 
we speak,” Bottoms 
said. “This is a stop-

gap measure.” 
PFC member Bob Hoskins 

asked who was the actual own-
er of the hotel and convention 
center. Bottoms said the way 
the structure is set up, the city 
will own the convention cen-
ter. Through ownership, the city 
will receive $9 million over the 

next 10 years thanks to House 
Bill 4347 legislation authored by 
Rep. Rafael Anchia. It makes the 
city eligible for money in hotel 
occupation taxes and sales taxes 
that are shared with the state. 

“This was not the way we 
worked it before. The MDD was 
going to own the whole thing,” 
Bottoms said. “The PFC will now 
own the hotel, and the city will 
own the convention center. Then, 
we’ll build an operator’s agree-
ment between the MDD and the 
PFC for the MDD to operate the 
project. That is the structure we 

Development agreement reached with Baytown Hospitality board

DAVIS


