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BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

Despite the long Election Night, Cham-
bers County was able to declare some 
candidates as winners with an unofficial 
vote count. 

Candidates running unopposed includ-
ed Sheriff Brian Hawthorne, District At-
torney Cheryl Lieck, County Attorney 
Scott Peal, 344th Judicial District Judge 
Randy McDonald, County Tax-Asses-
sor-Collector Denise Hutter, Precinct 1 
County Commissioner Jimmy Gore, and 
Precinct 3 County Commissioner Tommy 
Hammond.

Beach City
Alderman Ryan Dagley will officially 

become the new Beach City mayor once 
votes are canvassed. He is taking the place 
of Mayor Jackey Lasater, who did not seek 
re-election. Alderman Dana Colquitt and 

Alderman Doug Walker ran uncontested.
Dagley joined the council in January 

2019 and said he has “enjoyed” his time 
serving alongside the other Alderman, 
Mayor Lasater, and the office staff.

“After learning our current mayor was 
not going to seek re-election, I decided I 
would step up and use my talents, will to 
serve, and eagerness to stay involved in 
my community and run for Mayor,” he 
said. 

“Communities that have strong lead-
ers and members who love to serve our 
communities that are vibrant and strong-
ly united. Beach City has a strong legacy 
of great leaders, it is a vibrant communi-
ty that is a great place to live and raise a 
family, and my hope is that I can continue 
this legacy and showcase our Beach City 
Spirit.”

Anahuac ISD
The unofficial vote count, according to 

the Chambers County elections website 
for the Anahuac ISD school board rac-
es, show Carlton D. Carrington received 
1,930, or 64.27%, votes, while Lane Ber-
trand received 1,073, or 35.73%, votes for 
the Position 3 race. In the Position 4 race, 
Dr. John Redman ran unopposed but still 
received 2,844 votes. 

City of Anahuac 
Charlie W. Henry is Anahuac’s mayor 

after running unopposed. He still netted 
788 votes, according to Chambers Coun-
ty’s unofficial vote count on its election 
website. 

In the contested Position 5 race, Nathan 
Trahan received 435 votes, or 54.44%, 
to Danny Thompson’s 364, or 45.56%, 
votes. 

Old River-Winfree
Councilmember Pam McCall in Seat 

No. 1, Jackie Johnson for Seat No. 3, and 

J.F. Steadhman for Seat No. 5 all ran un-
opposed. This election was previously 
canceled. 

 
Chambers County MUD No. 1

In the Chambers County MUD No. 1 
race for director, Kelly Riggs has the most 
votes, totaling 304, according to the coun-
ty’s unofficial vote count. 

The board has been the subject of con-
troversy, with some claiming the board 
members did not live in the actual district. 
The MUD includes Pine Meadows, Hunt-
ers Chase, and Country Meadows subdi-
visions off Highway 146. 

Recently, the board accepted the resig-
nation of Harold Scarborough, and then 
approved Emily May to be the board’s 
newest director. 

Chambers County has complete elec-
tion coverage at https://www.co.cham-
bers.tx.us/page/elections. 

Winners named in Chambers County local races

On Tuesday, the Cham-
bers County Commission-
ers Court voted to appoint 
Scott R. Peal to the role of 
County Court at Law Judge, 
effective Jan. 1. Peal will be 
the first to hold this newly 
created position.

Recently re-elected, Peal 
currently has held the office 
of Chambers County Attor-
ney since 2009.

The Texas Constitution 
limits each county to a sin-
gle county court, however 
the Legislature has allowed 
the creation of county courts 
at law to aid in judicial func-
tions.

Prior to taking office 
as County Attorney, Peal 
served for four years as on 
Assistant District Attor-
ney for Chambers County 
and two years as Assistant 
Criminal District Attorney 
in Kaufman County.

Commissioners Court 
is currently accepting ap-
plications from qualified 
attorneys interested in the 
County Attorney position. 
Interested individuals may 
submit their written desire 
for consideration in person 
to the County Judge’s Office 
by Nov. 20 or by mail to P.O. 
Box 939, Anahuac, Texas 
77514. The Court is expect-
ed to make on appointment 
by Nov. 24. Any candidate 
appointed as County Attor-
ney would take office Jan. 1.

Judge 
named 
Peal to preside 
as County Court 
at Law Judge 

Comment period is underway for Ike Dike project 
BY MARK FLEMING

mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

The latest version of the “Ike 
Dike” proposal is out and open 
for public comment through 
Dec. 14.

With an estimated price tag of 
about $26 billion, it would cost 
nearly as much to build as Hur-
ricane Ike cost to recover from, 
but has projected benefits of 
nearly twice the cost, according 
to the draft report (benefit to cost 
ratio of 1.96).

The study covers the whole 
Texas coastline between Mexico 

and Louisiana. The Galveston 
Bay segment has elements in 
common with previous propos-
als but is not identical.

For one, the Houston Ship 
Channel entry point between 
Galveston and Bolivar would 
have two gates rather than one in 
order to reduce cost of construc-
tion.

The gate system was also re-
designed to protect water flow 
between the bay and the Gulf to 
reduce the effect on the salinity 
of the bay.

San Luis Pass would not be 
gated.

Another change to the 2014 
plan is the elimination of a levee 
along Highway 87 on Bolivar 
Peninsula, which was dropped 
due to its environmental and so-
cial impact.

Instead, the new plan would 
widen the beach and add large 
sand dunes to protect the area. 
Public access to the beach would 
be protected, the plan said.

According to the draft plan 
website graphics, Baytown 
would be largely protected from 
storm surge flooding except in 
some of the lowest waterside ar-
eas.

The plan also includes ecosys-
tem and beach restoration as nat-
ural barriers and construction of 
a ring system around Galveston.

Both Clear Lake and Dickin-
son Bay would also have gate 
systems and pump stations.

Once public comments are re-
ceived, the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers will respond to issues 
raised and move forward with 
designing a plan to recommend 
to Congress for funding.

Complete construction would 
be expected to take 10 to 15 
years.

The full study and documen-

tation can be viewed at coastals-
tudy.texas.gov.

The Texas General Land Of-
fice and the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers will host six online 
public meetings about the proj-
ect. 

Register to attend at https://
coastalstudy.texas.gov/get-in-
volved/public-meetings.

The meetings are 11 a.m.-1 
p.m. and 6-8 p.m. on Nov. 16, 
Dec. 3 and Dec. 8.

You can also email comments 
to CoastalTexas@usace.army.
mil.

BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

Precinct-level reports 
are not yet out, but on the 
county level both Harris 
and Chambers counties 
followed the pattern of pre-
vious elections, with Har-
ris County leaning heavily 
toward the Democratic 
candidate for president and 
Chambers County going 
the opposite direction even 
more decisively.

In Harris County, the 
Biden/Harris ticket re-
ceived 55.82% of the vote 
overall to the Trump/Pence 
vote of 42.84%. The elec-
tion day numbers were 
much closer than the ear-
ly voting turnout, with a 
breakdown of 51.02% to 
46.47%.

Chambers County voters 
supported the Trump/Pence 
ticket with 80.14% of the 
vote to 18.47% for Biden/
Harris. While still strong-
ly pro-Republican, elec-
tion day turnout in Cham-
bers County was also less 
one-sided, with 76.47% to 
21.04%.

In the Senate race, both 
counties followed much 
the same party breakdown, 
with incumbent Republican 
Joh Cornyn carrying Cham-
bers County with 79.78% 
to MJ Hegar’s 17.74%. 

Views 
conflict 
Chambers opts 
for GOP as 
Harris leans left
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BY ALAN DALE
alan.dale@baytownsun.com

A year ago, a revamped basket-
ball roster for the Barbers Hill boys 
went into battle with just one senior 
and the results were pleasantly sur-
prising.

Head coach Chris Pennington 
came out of a season that followed 
up a district title by going 22-12 
overall and 7-5 in District 21-5A to 
qualify for the playoffs as the third-
place team.

Sure, the season ended uncere-
moniously against Texas City, but 
now the fruits of that labor is back 
as another veteran-loaded Eagles 
squad is back on the hardwood.

“One thing I’ve been impressed 
with our guys is how much better 
we play as a team,” Pennington 
said. 

“We talk about “playing FOR 
each other instead of just playing 
WITH each other.”  They all get 
along and that’s fun to coach.

“We can really shoot the bas-
ketball, but defensive toughness is 
something we are really working on 
this offseason and it started in the 
weight room.”

Key returnees include senior post 
Cole Anderson (15 ppg, 6 rpg), 
senior guard Nick Crump, junior 
guard Gaven Barber, sophomore 
guard Bryce Smith and junior guard 
Bryce Pennington.

Throw in sophomore post Ryan 
Web, sophomore guard Caleb 
Knight and freshman Josiah Hern-
don, the Eagles have a better blend 
of experience and youthful talen.

They’ll need it within a district 
that features a loaded crop of teams 
that included ranked programs from 
Crosby, Beaumont United and Port 
Arthur Memorial while teams from 
Nederland and Port Neches-Groves 
won’t be pushovers either.

“We are in the toughest District in 
the state for 5A,” Pennington said. 
“We always strive to be a playoff 
team, and that won’t change this 
year.  We are embracing the under-
dog role.

Eagles, Panthers set for season 
New basketball campaigns starting
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Cole Anderson is one of the veteran players returning to the Barbers Hill High School basketball program this sea-
son. (File photo)
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